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SEOME GUYS WANT TO WIN | Asam and Kunming, thut we en- e ray blanket of eloud w
.‘\"llh\l.lh'—" countered the lost obstucle, As|oround ug, and 1 had o horrible
XV we approsched the 11400-foot | feeling that this was it, Then, as HAY wWITH UPHOLGSTERED
- though o light hod been snapped

HEN wo hod returned 1o Din-

jan after thut firit—but not
last—safarl In Tongsnwa, Al and |
haid met an old feiend, We hindn't
nown he wos coming, thut he had
sijgned on with the C, N, A0 €. But
there he wius when we stopped
Into the lounge of the plloty! guar-
lers thit evening,

“Petuch!" Al and T cried at the
game time,

For o good flye minutes the
three of us clopped each other on
the bock and cursed and swore
and laughed and thlked oll to-
gether and, in general, octed lke
& bunch of nitwils, But then it's
& Johg way from India o Eng-
lnnd, and that was the lost ploce
we hod seen Short Stride Petach,

Potach cheeked out In short
order as o full-fledged C. N. A, C,
flight cuptain, ond it wos on
Morch 11 that he and Fox and
1 took off In o three-plane formo-

wan not until we hit the lower
of the  Suntsungshan

peuks near Tating and woent into
a slow eliml to give those snow-
capped husards plenty of room, 1
bogan to foel the progsure of tur-
bulent winde. With my contrals
st to elimb 1 would feel the C-53
move slowly upward for a mo-
moent, then veer off to the right
ar 1elt and drop qulte suddenly,
throwing the altimeter back any-
whore fram 100 to 1000 feet.
I'wan In the lead of the three-
plane wedge formation oand, lodk-
ing bock, 1 could seo Petach and
Fox Having the same trouble,
To tuin buck or lo serlously
aller aur courde at that point was
out of the question; we hodn't
met obmtacles serious enough 1o
send us bavk to Kunming, and our
gugolinge supply wasn't sullicient 1o
permit much searching around for
an casler rowte. We atayed on
the colrie, straining to giln altl-
tude nnd bucking the winds, I
pleked up 11,000 feet at ane point

we had outdistanced the dige
wrbed winds, when guddenly the
plane  lurched wviolenty ond we
were driven deep into the over-
I knew thot the 12,280-fook

heart wis in my mouth; 1 could

hund chondélle, belly flat toward
the hill, nose high and wings ot 45

on I o darkened movie theater,
there was o bresk in the clouds
and we saw sunlight agaln—sun-
light on the Jong ond lee-crusted
slopes  of Shueiching, beautiful
and gleanming, but much oo cloge,
We missed that peak by loss thin
a hundred yords. As we climbed
ubove It, our mators pulling hard
into u wind that wanted to force
us down, I heard Hung gusp. He
wiig looking behind us.

I pouldn't look then, I had to
gel the plane sbove the peak,
Into the clear; but I looked back
in time to see Potach and Fox in
thelr herole fght against death,
I saw Petoph's ship miss the
Shueiching peak by not more than
twenty feet and I saw Fox erash
into It, head on.

We could have gone buock,
Petach and I. We could have gone
buck when we saw Bill crash,
Hut we could not have Janded;
we could only have seen the
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Yo Jop activity In the south and
the wenther waos good on thaot
route. We could ilgure on flying

af the updrofts rising ngainst the
aldes of the hill, T hod the con-
trola practically In my lap nnd

been as herole ns hell—and os
foolish, When Petach got drunk a
few nights later he talked that
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way. “We should have gone back
. . But what for?

Skippy Lane was usunlly a
pretty gulet guy, but that night
when Short Stride began to sound
oft Skippy really sald a mouthful.
“You've got to remember, Short

at no more thea 15,000 feot oll 4
the wuay wcross, Thus we would SWEETHEARY T
ube less gos—and Jens gon meant
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