Valiant Carrier Survives Japanese Suicide Blasting’

SEATTLE, June 28 (UP) -
the morning of May 11 almost converted the
Hill into a flaming tomb off OKinowa Tor Viee Admi
Mitscher, whose flugihip she was

But the hard-hitting and hard-lo-kill commander of (nsk
foree 58 escaped — without o serateh o blister, He eseaped,
and the Bunkar Hill survived, bul many: members of Mitsocher's
staff and hundreds of the big ship's erew did nob

After o six-hour ordieal of blusting bombe, cxploding am-
munition; snd blazing gaswling, the caprier counted G50 cisual-
ties, including 373 killed, 10 missing, and 204 wounded.

But thaks to her crow's hercirm and to a dering mansuver
under enemy noses. the 27,500-1on Bunker Hill lived to join
the Franklin, her Essex class sicter, and the mighly Sara-
foga in the proud company of U, S, carriers which refused
to sink,

Beamuse shoe will fight again, the Bunker HilFs story may now
be told, “Oul of nowhere,” ds the survivors told it, came two
suleide |}Ium.- whieh crasked with thelr 500-pound bombs into
lhv carrier 'S dovks,

- Two Japanese suiclde plones on

U. S. 8. Bunker

Mare A
standing.

woere wounded' or overcoms

The Bunker Hill, her decks

Bremerton, Wash., where the S

ugain.

repair at the Brooklyn (N. Y.)

Admiral Has Close Call
Lives were snuffed out in a space of seconds o few foot from
whore the doughty, weather-beaten, S8-year-old ndmiral was

According to Commodor Arkeigh A. Burke, his chicf of staff,
three officers and 11 men of Mitscher's staff wore killed ‘and 20
by

Every man on the port side of the flag bridge outside ihe

"flag plot" where he stood was killed. But he survived o

transfer his flag 1o another cralt and carry on,

Thus far inthis war, Mitsche
shipg. The name of the other one may not now be revealed,

shambles, is being ropaivad ot the Puget Sound navy yard,
Suratoga recently was madoe whola

The Saraloga sufiored greally when seven enemy planes
scored hits on her off Iwo Jima.

izhment than the Bunker Hill and survived,

Few U, 8 noval craft of any kind have as fing a wor record
as the Bunker Hill, Smee hur arvival i the Pacific i the full
of 1944, shoe has sunk 162,000 tons of enemy shipping and shot
down 475 Jupanesy plancs. In addition she has probably sunk
253,975 tuns of enemy vesscls and damaged 454,075 lons,

In 68 consceutive days and nigh§ with fngk foree 58 before
she wiis hit, her planes had struck at Iwo Jima, Tokyo, the In-
land son, Kyushu, and Okinaws, From March 14 to the day
hep carcer was Inte nuplud, the Bunker Hill shot down 160
Japanese plangs,

But In'a space of 30 seconds on Lthe moming of May 11, lwo
Jupanese suicide planes got through, catching 34 of the Bunkor
Hill's graft ready to take off, this transformed the mighty ship
into & hell of fire and explosions which riddled her decks and
bulkheads dnd blasted her sides.

Many Planes Deslroyed
Of the carvier's planes only 10 that were in tho alr survived.
Sevenly were reduced to molten puddles,

smoku,

v has been bombed off two flag-

and island and gun golleries a

But only the Franklin, under
navy yard, has faken more pun-

Iy the glx hours thut followed the two suicide hits, Mitscher
and his surviving staff members were removed by bmecllhl-
buocy to the destroyer English while the Bunker Hill's stili-
lving officers und men braved death to fight firzs, Jettison am=
munition and gusoline, and regcue the wounded and trapped. |

Sc many ersiwhile ordinary human beings were irans- |
formed inio heroes that the ship's skipper. Capt. George A.
Seilz of Coronado, Calif, has recommended 280 of his craw
for awards, including three navy crosses,

“There were so many acls of outstanding heroirm,” he
cald, "that it would be impossible lo prafse any one over
another,” *

And of the men who died nt thelr posts to keep the boilere
going and the pressure in the fire mains, he added: L

“They died os only brave men can.”

Helping the Bunker Hill in her need were the cruiser Wilkess
batre and the destroyers English, Stembel and Charles 8
Sperry.  The Wilkesbarrs pushed her bow agninst the enrricl’s
stiwboard quorter and kept her hoses aboard,
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the explosions of bombs a3d rockels daunted the valiant crew of the USS Bunker Hill, when the car-
rier was se! abloze by lwo Japanese suicide plaiies off Okinawa May 11, A mass of charred, twisted
wreckagn. the gallanl ship now is being ropaired and will again lake to sea lo avenge hersell on tho
annmy‘ Additional pictures of the USS Bunker H Il will be found an puge 5,

He Got It, But

‘ Urged to Meet
7th Loan Quota

Confronted

By B-29s.

with the prospect

showered more than 95,000 miltee ‘ehuirman, toduy appeiled

Cli:y and Farm Water

of the United States reclamation bureau who were in the

A M, Friday, June 29 af o fallure 1o, medt the Tth war | Urgent need for new water supplies forr both domestie and
Bm.”" 2 Butter? (u I’] _\ ginnt \k} fleet of industrial requivements of the city of Lt Grande, and to pros
Oﬂ na y rges enate to | % s almost 500 Superfortresses W, C. Perkins, wur finance com- | vide adequately for iveigation arve seen by respresentatives

Trouble as Well
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Approve Security Charter |

WASHINGTON, June 28 (UP)}—The senale recelved an impas: | at Fort Klamath, mus! have
sioned vlen today to speed ratification of the United Nations secur- | had some pretly happy custom-
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a huge army training center
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today. |
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of Japan's. most important naval
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