Thin In n trne story of the
men who Ay dhie Yhunp"—oirry=
Ing passengEees Bnd Carge over
the high Ilimalnras FLWee
Indin and Chinn, Pilots endl @t
the wu.l.rn alrllne ronte o the

Waerld,
. s

FIRED ON BY OUR OWN
ANTI-AIRCRAFT
x
THENEVER we flew gasoline
we preferred to do It dur-
Ing the daytime, although with
ather types of cargo it wns some=
tmes  safer, becouge of elther
weather or Jap activily, to mnke
the teip ot night.  With | gasoline,
however, there were plemty of
hazards without adding to them
the certainty’ of having 1o make
an instrument approach to the
feld.

The felds at hoth Dinjan and
Kunming hnd no Noodlights o
assist In o night lunding or take-
olf. The blagkouls ot both fNelds
were complete except for  dim
rows of green and ved lights that
would be fashed on for an in-
stant nlong the landing strips Just
before o plane's wheels touched
the ground,

The reason for such precaution,
nf courge, was to profect the flelds
from medk ottacks by Jup planes
—and there w many & {ch: Fow
of them, how ., WEre vory suc-
cenaful.  There wer two tech-
nigues mont  commonly used by
the Japs, both of which depend-
ed for thelr elfectiveness on the
well-known foot that C, N. A, C.
planes hod feoquent radlo trouble
and were at such times unnble to
eontaet the field prior th coming
In for o Innding.  Also, beenus
of the generilly Lid Oying condi=
Hong, olr planes oflen came lnto
Kunming or Dinjon with one or
both motors in foulty working
condltion. If botly molors were
In good shape the pilot could keop
them perfecly pynchronlzed, then
the sound detectore ot the base,
which get an effective bearing on
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n multi-motored ship only if the

ongines are In :yllrllrrrhi'.‘.;n'.mu.
could  exnetly determine the
wlune's position.
- - .
JAPANESE bumber, {heres

A fore, would ¢ome in high,
nbove the clouds, with his motors
out  of synchropization. The
gpround crew ol the base wouldn't
know' where the pluine wos be-
couse the delector couldn't get o
bearing, and thers would be no
way of knowing uniil the plane
came out of the clouds whether i
was o friendly plane having both
radio  and. motor trouble, or
whether It wps'a Jap, 10t were
the latter, pnd his instrument ap-
proitch wias on the nose, the
bambs would be dropping almost
ng soon a8 the plane oppeared
from oul of the clouds, Fortu-
nately, most of thelr instrim: at
waork was pretty sloppy and they
would be under an antl-nircraft
barrage with Army fighters
swirming up to meet them bo-
fore they were nnywhere near.

At night the Japs had a special
ndvantoge. Keeplng the motors
in synchronfzation sometimes,
and sometimes nol, the bomboer
would come In toward the fleld
with its landing lights on, just as
it it were ' C, N. A, C. plano
whose radlo wasn't worklng, The
AAL guny wouldn't five until tho
ship wan identitied, and by then,
OELis ¢ it would be too lite
nned the Fowotld be fhlling.
The searchlights on the ground
were our best protection In coses
Hke thol, beenise ns soon they
fovnd tho 'plaoe the gunners could
ot I the landing igeor wup
or down; IF it wan up, they fircd.

I

FIER delivering n lond of jgas
o Kunming ong day, I start-
ed on the return trip g Dinjian
about 0 o'elock in the evenlng,
flguring to get in o little before

midnight and get o good night's
flecp before heading back
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started to klck up sgaln. I grabbed

wd working on it, and then I
heard Eddie Quinn, my co-pilat,

around In wide ol
of the guns' range—working on

plane that we wore good guys,

o quict lnnding and a good night's

the |
SERVICE,INC,

1HE LA GRANDE EVENING OBSERVER, LA GRANDE, OREGON

Saturday, June 28, 1945

next morning with another load.
The relurn trip was rough. We
found soft Jce on the south roule,
and, heuding up north hoping to
gol awoy from it, ran into clear
we—the kind that sticks In big
chunks on (e wings and props

inslead of conforming to ths
plune's surfoce, It was diffloult
to keep our oltilude,  The ice

gothered on the propeller blades
and distoried the rhythm of the
motors, If the rodic had been
working T would have checked
with the fleld about conditions
farther south, but it had gone
dead half an hour after the {oke=
off,

The» strain on the engines was
terril'e, It was Impossible lo
keep them eo-ordinated, A good
hour before we got back to Din-
jun the opne on the left wis be=-
glnnlng to foul. 1t would run good
fur o few minules, then start to
cough and sputter, By working
on the carburetor control for a
few minutes I would get It back
into odjustment. Then it would
go bod agnin,

My approach to the fleld at
Dinjun vy good on the first ry, |
but just as I was letting down
the landing gear that left engine

the carburetor control and start-

lot out o yell. A seccond lnter
thera was a terrific explogion. I
reallzed we were being fired on
by our own anti-gireraft batleries,
I slammaeil the throttle forward
and got the hell up oul of there
ad fust ng 10 eould,
For hall an

haur  we  flew

g—wall out

thot motor, nnd when it finally
seemed Lo be In fnirly good shape
we tried the landing sgain, fran-
Uenlly NMoashing our landing lights,
dropping our gear, slowlng oue
engine specd-—doing  everything |
but dropping notes out of the |

friends, und waonted nothing but

sleep, We were 5o ehrnest about

it thot the ove lous ALA. boys

finully were convinced and we

came in without further trouble,
(To Be Contlnued)
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Hold Everything

How about this bull steak 5

STILL. ABED

SOMETHING

BPINNING DYNAMO/ ~~ARE
YOoU AWARE OUR BODIES
GWE OFF [NFRA-RED RAYS 7
WHY NOT LINK THEM WiTH
RADIO % -——EGA
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SINCE T CHECKED IN AT 4
THIS ZOO 1S INFRA-RED
SMNORES ——AND NOBODY
NEEDS A RADIO O
HEAR YOU KNOCKING
OVER. LAMPS WHEN
NOD STUMBLE |8y
NIGRTS/

J. K. Williama
W‘

Out Our Way

oM, SUGAR, TH'
SOAP HAS FELL
OFF O CONE &' TH'
SHELVES INTO

TH' RICE PLUDDIN'
YouU MADE/

WHUT DIFEFERENCE
SHOULD. - THET MAKE
TO YORE CAST-IRON
APPETITEST IF YOU
HADN'T O SEENIT
YOU'DA THOWGHT IT
WAS VANILLA FLAVORIN'/
THET'S AS MUCH
TASTE AS YOU GOT
IN ANYTHING !
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PETHY WHAT'RE YOU
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OH, DAD!
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OF MODERN SCIENCE?
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YOU DON'T KNOW WHAT
YOU'RE SAYING , 0OG !
THE WORK OF A LIFE-
TIME WRECKED IN A
MOMENT?2 NO,

NO, NO!
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