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oped a bod cage of jitters, and
orn ind carco sver | the plines were almost over the

tween fleld before he gave uny orders.
all Then it wasn't because he had fig-
uréd out the chart or knew the
lendt thing about the divection and
atrength of the otthok; he simply
remembered that nearly the en-
tre gusoline supply for the 14th
Alr Force wos concentruted there
at Kunming alrdrome.

The general roced out onto the
fleld. We watchéd him In amoze-
ment fram the C. N. A, C. lounge.
The mechanles hnd pushed our
plands as for aut of harm's way ng
punsible; there wus nothing else we
vould do, The Army handled the
anti=aiteraft boatlerles, and thelr
plunes were alreody comouflaged
or hidden under trees surround-
ing the fMald, The general prob-
abily had something In'mind when
he ntarted running, but he forgot
it halfwhay beross the fleld as the
Jap bombers dame In over the tim
of the hills to the north,

The bombs rained down, The
gasoling dump blew up with a
roor tind o sheet of flume; four
bombs hit the landing strip, and
half o dozen plones were wrecked
Jrdpmaoged, When the smoke and
dust settled down we snw the gen-
eral stageoering back from the cen-
ter of the fleld with his hands
clutehed ‘in ngony to the seat of
his pants. A first-n!d gang rushed
out to meet him, and he was the
first man 1 ever saw brought in
on o stretcher foce down. It took
the surgeon ot the base hospital
half an hour to plck the shrapnel
out af his f.'nmy.

'Iilu In n trus wtory aof the
-vn w.ln Ay fhe “hum rz—ﬂ!rr!-

THE MOST DANGEROUS
CARGO

1X

NY MERCEDE, Gingiss and
Fox and 1 were sitting In the
C. N. A, C pilots' lounge later
the same doy when the air-ruit
slgnal sounded.  “Polly"  Potle
sehmldt wox ot his desk In the
sdjvining office, but he kept right
onh working for & couple of min-
utes, Then he got up and came
out Into the lounge, lighting o
clgaret,

“They must have heurd Chen-
nault's awny" he remarkeed,

I hud heard previously that
General Chennnult hod left Kun-
ming on some important militery
mission and wus not expected
bugk for o week or s0, but T didn't
uttach any significance to Potty's
remark until lnter when 1 learned
that the Genernl had un almost
foolproof system figured out for
anticipating and  jgauging the
strength of Jap ottucks on the
Kunming aren long before the at-
totks took place. Tt invelved an
elaborale chart showing oo score
or su of possible Jop plots or
sirntegics, ‘The chart wos not
really foolproof, of course, but
colipled with Chennpult’s super
abllity os o strategist and a toc-
ticlan, it worked like a charm for
him

Bl.!l this dpy he was nwoy, Tok-
ing his pluce at the 14th Alr Forcae
hepdgunrters wos o brigadler gon-
eral newly arrived from  the
Sthtes.

Chennnult's alarm system had
probably been explalned to the
new general befors he won left
even in momentary charge, but In
the excltement of having to apply | Jup Zero when iV's londed with
his sketchy knowledge he devel- | tn ingots or fungsten or mereury
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next two weeks the C,
C, New nothing into
l(mnmng but ovintion gosoline,
tnd there's nothing in the world
more dangerous than thot to
transport by alr across the Him-
alayn Hump, A C253 cna toke o
lot of machine-gunning from o
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Morning Glories

City News
———In Brief—

Cars driven by A. 1. Brazille,
Cove, and Jomes E. Robertson,
route 1, L Grande, figurved in u
minor traflle occident Wednes-
duy evening on Highway B2 one
mile north of La Grande. Dom-
age to the two vehicles was not
listed in the official report.

Dr. W. M. l:um will lesyve to-
night for Portland where he will
pltend the funern]l serviees of
Mts. Pesre's mother, Mres, T, L
O'Day, 4t 10 o'clogk  tomaortow
||n| g at p Catholie chureh in

and antlmony bars, or even poase
sengers, but when it's loaded with
high-ottane gasoline one bullet in
almest any part of the fuseloge
can set the whole ship aflame,
Not only dre the Zeros a threat
ot a time lke thot; the weather
itself can be your undolng. On
two of my trips across that week
1 hod to elimb =0 high to find lee-
free-nir that the fuel drums 1 was
carrying burst at the seams from
the lowered air pressure, On one
of those trips—the first one—1 was
rather enjoying the welrd phe-
nomenan of 5t Elma's Fire as the
blue fame swept back and forth ‘
through the rain on the leading ‘
|

edges of my wings and spread
like a thin sheet over the wind-
shielde. Two o three times 1T had
put n finger within an Inch or so
of the alr-speed Indleator and
watched the are of blue flame
bridge the gap between my finger
and the instrument. Then, with
a report ke @ smothered bomb, 1
heord the first drum burst In the
rear of the plope.

I couldn't see the tail surfaces
of the plane, but T knew that |
St Elmo would be dancing his
blue fantasy on their leading edge, |
too, And I wondered how long |
it would take for the gasoline to
seep through  some tiny  crevice
in the body of the plane and
stretch on incendinry ribbon back
nlong ‘the fuselage to thot flume,
St. Elmo's Fire wasn't the only
hozard; I knew we would be out
of the climotic conditlon thut
enuged it within o matter of min-
utes. Butl the occoslonnl sporks
and congtant seering blast from
the exhnust pipes on either motor
were huazards thot would ride
with us all the wny to Kunming.
AL times like that It wouldn't
matter how good o pilot you wera
or how carefully you hoandled
your plane. You still couldn't do
anything to keep o tiny spark
from touching o tiny, leaking drop
of gugoline; orid that's gl It would
tuke to blow you to Kingdom
Come. You were nbsolulely help-
lesg, All T could ever do ot such
times wos proy. I probobly said
on an overage three Acts of Con-
tritlon every time 1 flew across
the Hump.

(To Be Conilnued)
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Send for vour copy of the new
we of Fashion—just off

Book full of smart,
minute styles 15 cents,
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INSTINCTIVE FLIGHT

Male® silkworms will fly inoa
direet Tine o meet a mate that
just vmerged from a cogoon
even though she s several blocks
away,  downwind, and inside &
budlding that has no open win-

ows

Hold Everything

Our Boarding House
(7 MY WORD, TWIGGS! CANT You
LITERALLY FEEL THE WAVES
FROM THIS TONING FORK.
TINGLING YOLR SPINE 2 <

RIS VIBRANT VOICE 7 ——
UM! THIS PHENOMENON
SETS MY SCIENTIFIC

DID YOU KNOW THAT CARUSO |/
CODLD BREAK A GLASS WITH

With Major Hoople

NEAH, AND GOME SAY [
JOSHUA KNOCKED OVER
THE WALLS OF JERICHO
WITH GOUND WANES
FROM A HORM -~ NOU
MIGHT BLY A
TROMBONE, PRALCTICE
UP ON S0UR NOTES
AND GO INTO THE

Out Our Way

MIND AMWHIR L ———
WAVES, WAVES, waves /

HOUGE- WRECKING
BLSINESS/

y
1 v
uT /f
TWIGES! THERE
MUST BE SOME -
THING BETTER
THAN THAT=

Boots and Her Ruddies

WO 8 DLOK-
SouP FOR

.a:f\-

4 7
i

Red Ryder

[ARND THAT'S HOW 1T HER AGERT WOLLD
1S 1 THERE'S NOT A || FERTURE THET

THING 1 CAN DO0!
\F L ANNOBNCED
OUR ENGARGEMENTY,

SEOERLY Y300 E

PICILRE OF RER S0 Yo
ARND ME, WOITH AL | EUER CONSYDER
THE PATTER! 4 WRINGWG HER

Freckles and His Friends

WELL, DON'T LEAN
ON ME! THE AUTHOR
PROB'LY HAS MORE
BRAINS AN' SEES
MORE'N WS--TH'
GLYS THAT ENJOY
THINGS ARE TH'
GUYS WHO DON'T
HAVE TO DO ANY

HERE IS THE DON'T READ

FINEST DESCRIP-

THE BEAUTY OF
THE COUNTRY=
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VIEWS AND VIEWS .. == S&Wiisws
By Edgar Martin

1 DONT BLAME You | 1 vasow ! ivavs |
WHRTS DRWNG

FOR BENMG DOWN

%

N THE MOUTH , ME NUTSE \F
R0D, BT L DONT ONNY TRERE
THINK YOURE BEING || WAS DOME-

THNG L

QALNE FAR TO
couw\D DO!

YOUR G\RL! How
D0 YOU SUPPOSt

SHE FEELS £

~
b HMM ! LET TREM LOOK FOR ME/!
BWHEN THE TIME COMES, I'LL MAKE
AN APPEARANCE | AND WHEN
THEY FIND ME, IlL GET MY
PICTURE IN FILE MAGAZINE

AND BEONMYWY
TO FAME /

’,
‘SORRY, VAN JOHNSON--- L CAN'T W

BE IN YOUR NEXT PICTURE - YOU’LL

HAVE TO WAIT YOUR. Tu 0z

C‘u\\ FIx, LATT LE‘
e

Wash Tubbs

T EASYS SURPRISE
BLOW ON THE NAZ|

WHEELS T© FIRE.!.

[ N0 CHANCE 0 SURPRISE
THOSE CROOKS--- GREAT

c;tms' SOMEPODYS TED /]
— . 1O THAT REE? .

IF1MSSED, A
BULLET MIGHT HIT
MY FRIENDS/!

OOKS LIKE — 1T 18 T
CHESS AN

LITTLE BEAVER

" 1 -
cuaRD's HeAD, gooaLer [\ CUT.0 THE DROR!

RITA! POCTOR!

vick!
?9 A

- EASVQ

li‘«‘”{

1 uru'hld !hu
and 1 cand do @ tMng with 111"

hoesehnie wsofa |

(S0 YOURE THE MISSING GOOBLER !
1p LIKE TO TAKE you ALIVE, IF—
: -

) §IN THE NEXT HURRY! MAYBE IT's

PER YANKEE Pl&!

ZALLEY, MY B;‘W NOULLY WERLLL . Imﬁ
.\E\ R KNOW oW SONE SUFEERIN'

TVE SUFFERED | oo, AFTER
Bm:‘_-M.‘ oF WHAT S8OME

\ '\r""us \1.:--12 UNE!

\*_Y__.---‘

A

S FOLKS SAID’
ABOUT ME!

o 7
=3 'r o

THATLL NOT HAPPEN AGAIN
BECAUSE YOU

AND I ARE
ACCIDENTS \ THROUGH
15 APT TO WITH THE

GO IN THERE
WITH YOUR AX
AND SMASH THAT
wr—‘%nm. GADGET

HAPPEN (&  TIME-
WITH ANY- /| MACHINE! F\...
p Tthﬁ.’)




