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ATTACK BY ZEROS

VIiI

T'HE wenther wos not hall os
bad as §t had proamised to be,
ond 1 declded thot after all It
wasn't golng to be too tough on
the Liitle Colonel, But I judged
the man too charitably; it waos
plenty tough on him. Apparent-
ly the reason he whos puzzling
over that map for so long was
that ‘he couldn't understand it
Op It he could, then he was un-
able to read It nnd Ny the plane
at the same time., In any event
he was lost over the Himaloyas
for four hours on the crossibg—
and when he hrought the B-17
into Kunming that afterncon, just
a8 1 was nbout to start back with
another cargo, he showed the first
slgn of skill and flying sense that
he had shown all day, The plane
was on it last few drops of gos.
The outer starbonrd engine was
dead ond the olher on the same
side was coughlng ng he came In
over the rim of hilly surrounding
tha fleld; but In spite of that he
brought his ship down with no
more than a violent jolt and o
near ground loop,

“Whnt did you say to him,
Gen?"' Tony wanted to lenow.

“T didn't say anything,” I re-
plled, "I Just stood on the run-
way nnd wotched him uwe  he
elimbed out of the plane,"

You weren't even laughlng?"

UWoll—mnybe 1 was, a little
bit apyway," I odmitted. “But
the guy was n good sport, at that,
He saw moe standing there and he
starled to turn awasy, as though
he didn't recognize me, But then
he wmpun nround, squored his
shoulders  ond  saluted, and

—

AS n general rule we in the

C. N. A. O flew singly, al-
though decasionally two or three
planes would be loaded and ready
at the same tme and if the pilots
degided to fly the same route
they might toke off together and
fly formation all the way over.
The sufer und more common pro=
codure, however, was for planes
leaving at the same time to iy
holf u mile or a mile apart so us
to 'offer a less atirsetive torget to
Jup fighter planes {n case they
werg patrolling the route,

Our radios, when they were
working, made Interplane conver-
mntion possible during the entlre
four- or fiveshour run, In con-
trast to when we flew singly and
could only send or receive eode
Algnals ofter we were half an
hour out of the base, And while
chalting back ond forth with the
other planes waos likely to belray
our position to Japs in the vieln-
Ity, we still did it now snd then
when necessary . . .

Ginglsg and I were nbout three
hundred miles-out of Dinjon one
day In. February, enjoying the
first clenr wenther we hod hod in
soveral weeks, At 16,000 foct wo
wore well above the overcast and
the sun was bright on the wings
of the pnnes, Below was on end=
loss sen of white elowd, broken
only here npnd there by convec-
tlonal eurrents moving up ovor
the mountalns  below, Passlng
above n hole In the clouds like
that we could look down ond get
n brief glimpse of the anows
enpped peake Ahining blulsh-white
I the' gun,

When we weore In Caleutin o
short  time before, the donee
bands nnd musie boxes were In
the grip of Bing Croshy's lntest
hit, "White Christmns," and see-
ing the mow on ane of those
mountaln penls bBrought the song
to mind. I put my microphaone

popped o salute tight back."
Coapyright, 1045,

- Mother, Daughter

agoingt my thront and began to

sing. Ginglss knew the words
and he too joined in, The result
was pot beautiful, but it sounded
so to us, Even Tsul, my sober=
faced lHitle Chinese rodioman, and
my solemn co-pilot, Eddie Quinn,
were tapping their feet to the
rhythm as Al and I went into a
specinily entchy “bubububub™
pagsage, Suddenly Ginglss broke
In with, “We're attracting nn au=
dience, Gen, Six P-40's are folling
in right behind us!

L] L L]
I DROPFED the mike and made

A quick shift to the left to got
o sguint at our guests, Singlng
on the interplone sets was dis-
couraged by the authoritles, and
I dign't know but what there
might be plenty of authority rid-
Ing In those P-40's. But what I
aaw was for worse than any C. N,
AL C, or Army big shot,

“P-40's my eyel" I yelled at
Ginglas, grubbing the mike again.
“Thoke are Zerosl"

My slipping out to the left to
get n Jook at them had given
them their cue, ond they were
alrendy falling out one by one
for the kill, Even nas.I alld my
big trapsport into a dive for the
nearest cloud formation I could
gee three of the Japs heading
for me and three for Ginglss,

“Hold onto your hats, boysl
Here we go ogoin!” I yelled to
Fddie and Tsui, and the three of
us Instinctively ducked o we
walled for the rottle of machine=
gun bullets ogainst the toll of the
plane, Fortunntely, we didn't
have more (thna nbout one thou-
sand feet to dive Lofore we were
in the clouds, and alik-ugh one
of the Zeros was within a hun=
dred yords of us when we went
Into the enveloping mist none of
his bullets touched the plane,
Oneo In there, of colrse, we were
virtunlly impossible to find, and
that wns the lust we saw of the
Nips, Aflter aboul five minules
Gingise como in on the mike.
"How you doin', Bing?"

AL pight," T said, “but T think
I'Il sty in horo for o while

“Me too," Gingles repled, "One
af the b— put a row of polka
datd In my vight wing!

(To Be Continucd)
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Beverage Quotas
To Be Reduced Due
To Sugar Shortage

"he supply of Cova-Cola in Lo
Gitande territory definitely  will
b alffeoted by the further e
tutlmient in the supply of sugar
alter July 180 because tie mnnu-

fweturep of that pppalor Jdapinl
will fot compronise. with The
uEe of subeltuioe

“Howevar, fn oguitatily systin
ufl rationing will be maintained
in L Grande weritory during the
shortope,” said K. H. Williams,
manager of tho CoensColn  Hot-

Hhng compuny.
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For Outdoors

By SUE BURANETT

You wont to look pretty when

ol Pelax—and vou will'in these
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haven't relaxed a little too
mugh  since we licked Ger-
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J. K. Williama

WELL, 1 HAFTA
ON THIS ONE--
I'™M JIST GITTIN!
TO TH' MEAT
YO PUT IN
THIS SAMWICH/!

Nur Boarding House

SAY,POR NESTERDAY %7 WHY, T THOUGHT
NYOU HAD STRAIGHT £ YOU WERE HEP
RED HAIR, AND TO MY, PROPS e
TODAY Your SKULL T'VE GOT A
EXCELSIOR. 1S TRUNKFUL OF )
BLACK. AND CURLY )| THESE SCALP pmlis THERE
—+ DO You DO T DOILIES AND Al SOME SCIENTIFIC
WITH STOVE I CHANGE 'EM |\ SECRET LURKING
T hﬁrAT::sH‘ MY THERE FOR ME
IES !

1 KNGW YOI CAN
il COME CLOSER TO
i TH! CRUST ON A
PIECE O BREAD
WITHOWT EATIN'
ANY OF IT THAN
ANYBODY I EVER
SAW--BUT THAT'S
TH' NEAREST 1
EVER sAwW You
GIT 10 TH! CRUST
NET!

TUNING FORK
PRODULCES f~~
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N RED LINE OF HEROES”

“THE THI YN s T

comton Bt nea et e !
By Edgar Martin
THEY'D HPOE GONE

TRAROLEW WK VT ,T001L
BUT 1 LEFT TOWK, ARND

Boots and Her Buddies

(You'D MARRY [ow ,Pud !
AROTHER S\R | THERE
AND BREAW 4 GOES QUR

BUT L OONT
WANT PUBLICITY L
1 AUST WANT

|COWBOY SWEETHEART |
L IWTS CHORULS

THE HEART A BEACTIROL || TO MARRY -l STORN 1S BEAUTY IL WELL BREAK |1 NEVER SAW MY G\RL
Cy TH\<9 PLBLCTIY . || THE &\R\. NO G000 A MILLON WERRTS ,AND |FAFIER TRATL 1T duat
POOR 3 BOX COFFICE RECORDS COLLON'T HUMILIATE

HER WITH ALY TR
CHRERP PLBLIC\TY
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WITH THAY STORY !
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"WHER L TOWD 'EM 1 WAS HOPING TO 6&F MARRVED!
i G-22 g

Merriil Blosser

' ~
BUT DON'T EVER TELL
HER. L SAID THAT, OR—

<N

Freckles and His Friends

(" Lers Give up THE Searer ! OU WOILLDN'T TALK THAT wAY

HILDA'S JUST PLAYING TAG M

WITH US / LST STUCK
WITH A RUSTY.

HEN WHO WANTS

To BE MOVIE—

—
LISTEN. FUZZBUTTONS, | YOU'RE
JUNE DOESNT GET RIGHT!
HERSELF LOST JUST

O SHE'LL B

S 3
WHISTLE-BAIT/
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Red Ryder

LOOKD LIKE BO55 BLSICKS HORSE!
SOMETHING S HANPENED

ANYWAY, WE'VE STILL GOT
TH $10,000 ¢ WE'LL
FINISH OUR GETAWAY
|

HEY'RE HOOFIN' Ty BUT
ITS STILL TWO GUNDS 1O

MY HOSS'S NECHK,
S5 MY ONE

BOSS

.
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Wash Tubbs

COME IN,LUDWIG VE HAF PECIDED TO QUIETLY
NISPOSE OF DER HOSTAGES NOW!

F beaD, DEY
7 sERVE DER |
SAME PURPOSE,

EA&‘F STALLS FOR AN INSTANT, SHAKING OFF
THE SNOW, WHILE SIZING UP THE SITUATION,
~—THEN WHEELS IN A PLASH....

| { CLOSE
DER DOOR,
STOCPID!

. HE! DFF.

By V. T. Hamlin

[CorR, 1245 By NEA SERVICE INg. L/
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- /T ALL APPEARANCES vou | {WE HAD TO TALK FAST L~ SO YO MADE Y NOW YOURE COMING )

(e Bf:‘?'ﬁ‘:}"?‘u& '~\%€AE A gsiogct'lga:.gaﬂ'c TO KEEP HIM FRom / TLL SAY \ A 8AD MATTER | ALONG AND HELP US

| | (Voue acTion 1N LA 33 000- WONMUG TOOK THE BLAME / CRACKING UP. AND [ T DID., AN'A WORSE BY \.651:_ DR, WONMUS

11|/ SAVNG WONMUS VOLT ARC EOR T HIMSELE., WE I SUPPOSE YOU DID Iﬁ‘rgw;f DISAPPEARING! | BACK IN THE
WAS A BRILLIANT JWASNT SO | | NEARLY WENT CRAZY! 5{ _-Licffg-\\': r,_ L ‘\-_._. JJEQOO\-E.
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