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This fs & true story of the
men ulo Ay the “hinpf—earry =
Ing pansengees nnd cnrgoe over
the high  Himaloyas Between
Indin and China, Pliots eall it
the tonghent airline ronie In the
world.

. L
FLYING THE BURMA ROAD
v

the summer of 1042 the Japs
ihvaded Burma, culting off
hina's vital supply route, the
urma Raad, The cutting af the
rood didn't, perhips, mean much
to most Americans; Including my-
lnh! but it meant a great deal to
people higher up and better In-
formed than mest of us then were,
It meant, concelvably, the differ-
énce between keeping China in the
wir as an actlve ond yvalusble ally
in our struggle with Joapon, and
losing hery a starved and wornout

¥lellm, to our common enemny,

China had endured n blocknde
of ils western coast for years, but
Had been able 1o do so anly be-
cause ils back door wos open.
Gune, machdnery, trucks, fond ani
munitions had been flowing In' o
constant — although thin — stroam
up through Burma from Rangoon
on the Bay of Hoengal, along the
tortuous rouls of the Burmn Road,
and thug Into the interior of Chinn,

Now, with the Japanese selsure
of French Indo-Ching and the cuit-
ting off of the Burma Rond ot its
uppermost point in Burma, that
back door wis virtunlly closed, Tt
would hove been completely so
had it not been for Pan-Americon
Alrways nnd the far-secing, In-
domitable Chinese leuder, Chinng
Kanl-ghok,

Between theso two—Chiong on
the one hand and Willlam Bond,
Pan-Amerlcan's répresentative in
Burma and Chinn—tho loss of tho
Hurmn Road was qulckly minl-
mized,

In Upper Assam, olmost duc
narth of Rungooa and within an
even shorier distinee of Caleutta,

Capyright, 1945,

thoy had estoblished the eastern
bnse of Chlang Kal-shek's newly
founded, pergonally owned, but
Pian-American-operated, Chlna
Notional Afrways Corporation,
From Dinjun, In Assam, Chinn
Notional's sir route led directly
enst over the mest diffieult Nying
terraln in the world, acrogs Upper
Burma ond the Jap-held territory
surrounding the captured Burmai

ingiele Chino ot Kunming, In Yun-
nan Province,

The only prohlem focing Bond
nnd Chisng Kal-shek after they
had laid out that route was find-
ing men who would be willing to

fly it
[N August, 1042, T decided to pp-
praach Pan-Amerlean Alrwoyve
about a Job, T knew they had boen
fereying planes to England, Rusila
and China under contract with the
government. So I went down io
their New York office in the
Chrysler Bullding and talked !u
Capt, Hal Sweel,

He was much Impressed with the
fying experiente I had had, which
ineluded n year ferrying shipy for
the Alr Transport Auxilinry of
the R, A. F, In England, but he
gloomily Informed me that the
Pan-American. ferrying dob waos
soon to be taken over by the Army,

“You'd probably get a' good
commlision If you opplied for
one, he sold, “The Army needs
fellows like you who nre already
tradned In this kind of work."

“You're probably vight" 1 sald,
“hut the Army ond I parted coms=
pany some time pgo'"

I told him about golng to Ran-
dolph Fleld and belng washed out
as n "dongorous fiyer,” Before go-
ing to Randolph, T told him, T had
spent  several thousand’ dollneg
over noperlod of years giving my-
well the tepining thot wonld muoke
me a fop-rank pilot. Later, when
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Of La Grande Dies

Relothves and friends hore hiave
been advised of the denth yes-
day of Dan C. French, 60, a re
tired employeo of the Unlon Pa-

Rond, and terminating 700 miles |

SERVICE, INC.

I put In some time with Lockheord
in' Callfornia and swith Brewster
Alrernft In New York, 1 had gpent
maoat of my earnings on lessons in
instrument fiying ond: navigation.

Before 1 left Sweet nsked me
to call him sgaln In a few doys;
Pan-American was adding some
more planes to the alrline |t oper=
ated for Gen, Chians Kal-shek be-
tween Indin and China and they
were going to need pilots,

“You menn f{or  that
Himaloys run?” 1 nsked,

"That's the ons" Sweet replied,
“It's the toughert alr route in the
world, but fiylng It poys real
dough, ., . "

r » L]
HEY were prepared to pay
pilots from 81000 ta $1600 per
month, requiring them to work
only three weeks onut of every four,
but pilots still were not sworms-
Ing in,

No doubt that s why, when
Ginglss, Al Priveassl, Skippy Lane
and I were being intérviewed in
New York, we lisnrd more about
the Beautitul Clinese girls who
elustered nround American fyers
in droves, pleading to slnre their
uffections, than we did about the
hazards of Aying frelght and' per-
gonnel neross  the snow-capped
Himaloya mountains,

There were o lot of faclors that
ontered into my declsion to fiy for
C, N, A, C, but T can't deny that
the rosy picture pminted by Hal
Sweel hod considerable to do with
the ouleome, On ‘he other hand,
the linzords of the route didn't
seom too serious, Doeause T waw
confident now of Ay instrument
flying; the wark yras im imporiant
contribvition th tie Allled war ef-
fort; it paid betwer thon any other
flying Job in the world, and it
would he for more Interesting and
provide much inore valuubly ex-
perience than fiying in the States,

If I eould comblne all the things
I liked—Instrument fiying, difMoilt
flying, playing on Importent port
In the war, and moking money—
It I eould do all that and have
Beautitul Chinese girls Nghting for
my alections at the same Ume—
helly 1 had no alternotivel
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cific rallrond, und o resident of
Lav Gronde for 31 yvenrs

Foyr years ago Mr. and Mre
French moved to Port Orehid, |
Wishe, and dacing bis st ness |
he wis confined in the Roosevelt
hospital in Brémertan

Funetsl services will bo oons |
chuctisd Tuesday afternoon in Part

Orehinrd and burinl will be inoa
L Grande ¢emetovy,
Froneh was horn
burgs Ohio, duly 12, 1076
In addition to b widow ho is
gurvived by three doughtors, Mrs,
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Lovige Roberts: and Mg, deanne
Fhott, both of Salem, amd  Mis,
Idiv: Frances  Mamilton, of  La
Grande, o gon, Avthar Fiench
of Povtland; two stop-daughters,
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