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“Thanks for t ke Lift, Joe!”

Britain.

EVENING OBSERVER'S
PROGRESS PROGRAM

IRRIGATION—Complete the Grande
Ronde Valley irrigation project.

LA GRANDE — A city of 10,000 —
Extend the city limits,

TODAY'S TEXT

But rather geek ye the kingdom of
God; and all these things shall be added
unto you—Luke 12:31,

® ® L ]
What Government
For Germany?

The Germans are unsuited and op-
posed to democervacy, sayvs Pastor Martin
Niemoeller, “The greatest shorteom-
ing of the Weimar Republie,” he ex-
plains, “was that it never could impose
authority on the German ]wnplu which
longed for such authority,”

Pastor Niemoeller knows what he is
talking about. And history hears him
out. Cormany's brief and restlessg in-
tertude of democracy found most of the
peaple backimg one or another faction
seeking absolute power.  Few wanted
the sickly republie, or defended it,
They'd probably do as badly again, So
what will be Germany's future govern-
ment?

There isn't mueh choice, Perhaps n
communist dictatorship or, ag former
Ambassador Jumes Girard suggoests, a
Rritigh-type monarehy,

The latter would fmpose on the Ger-
muns the onerous vesponsibility of par-
liamentary self-government. 1t might
work, though, by giving them a figure-
head of suthovity and o certanin amount
of pomp which, as My, Givard points

out, might eounteraet  their  former
adulation of the militay.
Bt such  an -arenngement wonld

seareely ple Russie any more than
a conimunistic Gormany would plense
Whatever the solution, it will

Funny Business

inevitably be preceded by more head-
aches for the conquering allies who,
without any desire to coddle or please
the Germans, must seek for them a
government that will provide a mini-
mum of unrest and potential trouble
which would upset further the peace of
Furope and the wugd.

Footnote on the
Battle of the Bulge

Iiral newspaper accounts of the Ger-
man breakthrough in Belgium last De-
cember were scrfous and concerned.
But soon we clvilians were given to un-
derstand that the whole operation had
been o "ealeulnted rigk,'" that the attack
had been expected, and that the trap
which the allies eventually sprang on
the nazis had been deliberately set,

Now we learn that the attack really
was n stunning surprise. General
Hodges and his staff narrowly eseaped
both eapture in Spa and death on the
bomb-blasted road to Liege. The Ger-
mans came within 500 yards of o 8,000,-
Mb-gallon gasoline dump  which, if
taken, might have made the counter-
attuek’s eventual outeome u different
story.

The diserepancy between the two ac-
counts is past history, of course, and
perhaps not worth worrving about. But
il does seem that the mrmy might have
believed that the civilian publie, told the
veal story within bounds of security,
would not have thought the less of onr
generals because on one oceasion they
difdn't behave like omnlseient heroes of
fiction,

However, it does seem proper, before
dismissing the subjeet, to pay belated
tribute to the soldier cooks and bakers
and the military eensors who dropped
their skillets und blue peneils totnke up
vifles and stem the German tank attack.
Their now-it-can-be-told exploits muke
better reading, it eems Lo ug, than the
carlier version of the siame story,

® SO THEY SAY

The democtatic form of
eramoent s ble o

covered

Martin Niemoeller,

generation of an
chuaracter in history
Dr. Johnt R Mott,
W alliunee of YMCAs

nate them

Issniu Incaye,

conditional survender ‘of
United States
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"No nalive’'s going lo ouldo me, sirl™
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Reg Jessie Sumner, Tinod

govern th
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We have comw, 4t Inst, into an
internntionnl age.  The present
generntion of youth is the firs
international

presidont,

Jupan does not want to ensluve
the American people or extermi.
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Washington Merry-Go-Round

By DREW PEARBON

WASHINGTON—Harry Truman is facing
the same kind of mess which, as a senator,
he used to investigate so efficiently.

The president has told close friends that
he dreads the pobsibility of some blg war
seands! belng connected with his adminis-
tration, and today a situation pregnant with
possibilities is bréwing right under his nose
in the surplus war property board. It isn't
Truman's fault; he inherited it. But it may
boomerang against him just the same.”

Billions of dollsrs of surplus war prop-
erty are to be disposed of—war plants, ma-
chine tools, airplancs, stegl mills, aluminum
works, airplane factories, Not only is there
room for graft, but the companies who jget
these plums can influence economic history
for a decade.

Not much graft is known—so far. Bul the
backstage lobbying for pipelines, synthetic
rubber plants, high octaine gag plants can
result in greater seandals through favoritism
than mere graft,

_Bagle-eyed Senator Joe O'Mahoney of
Wyoming, alert defender of the public Inter-
est, has betn scrutinizing some of these
things. Here are some of the backstage de-
velopments. which he is probing:

Best protector of the public on the sur-
plus property board is general counsel Wes-
ley Sturges, who last week was excluded
fram meetings of the board. He objecled to
too much big-business favoritism by board
members. . , . Sturges is & former Yale pro-
feseor, former U, 8, {dreign economic admin-
istrotor in north Afriea;, former czar of the
liguor industry . . . He and ex-Senator Gil-
lette of Towa were the chief protectors of
the public on the board; but now Gillette,
fired of the battle, is retiring.

Chlef opponent of small-business-prolect-
or Sturges is Col. Alfred E, Howse, Wichita,
Kaun,, banker and furniture magnate, Howse
had a fine, forthright record In the south
Pacifle,

He helped expose graft and inefficiency
In the air forces, ad his operation of surplus
property is equully honest . .. but he be-
longs to the old big business school which
would like to see the Sherman anti-trust act
at the bottom of the Potomac .. , . Along with
Howse are numerous colonels he has re-
cruited from Gen. B, B, Somervell's army of
economic royalists to help run surplus prop-
erty., Their idea is to get rid of war goocs
as fast as they can, no matter who gets them
+ + + To some extent this is necessary . . , On
the other hand, congress set up an excellent
set of principles in the surpluz property set
by which small business is not to be left out

in the eold, while veterans, schools, univer-
gitles and municipalities get first crack at
the vast grab-bag of left-over war goods.

Civll war over the aluminum corporation
Is the best illustration of the blg business
vs. little business row inside surplus prop-
erty . . . The big business group was ready
to let Alcoa buy some of the best machine
tools in the country, now government-owned
and loaned to Alecoa for war prductin . . ..
Thik question of Alcoa’s monopoly has raged
bitterly ever since Andrew Mellon, father of
the giant company, was seeretary of the
treasury, with an anti-trust case against Al-
coa. hanging fire in the courts for twelve
years . .. Same battle continued between
Jesse Jones and Secretary Ickes regarding
the new aluminum plants built during the
war, which Ickes feared would increase Al-
coh's monopoly . . . Despite all this, the big
business group inside surplus propertly was
quite willing to let Aleoa keep the valuable
government-owned machine tools, thus in-
crease its grip on aluminum.

Attorney General Biddle finally stepped
into the Alcoa battle and threw his weight
behind little-business-defender Sturges . .
Biddle reminded the board that congress,
in setting up the surplus property board had
ruled against any concern which the attor-
ney general considered a monopoly. Aleoa,
said Biddle, wis exactly that . . . this seem-
ed to be conclusive . . . but another back-
stage fight followed . . . Some board mem-
bers objected to naming Alcoa by name in
the order withholding its machine looly,
They won their point. The final order mere-
Iy referred lo companies making aluminum
and alumina . . . Day after this order wes
issued—June T—the board held a secret ses-
sion and adopted regulations by which little-
business-protector Sturges was barred from
further meetings . . .

Sturges was nol present to object . ...
Then the board wrote up its minutes mak-
ing it appear that he was present . , . Stur-
ges, however, has registered a protest, mak-
ing it clear that he did nol concur in barring
himself from bourd meetings.

Interesting aftermath is Colonel Howse's
attempt to get a new general counsel replac-
ing Sturges. Discouraged, the latter want-
ed to go back to Yale—but not until October,
Not waiting until then, Howse rushed to pick
Col Joe Johnston of Birmingham, Ala;, son
of famous Liberty leaguer Fourney John-
ston, to whom the big utilities paid large
amounts to fight the Tennessee valley au-
thority.

WE, THE WOMEN

By RUTH MILLETT

Every serviceman who returns to eivilian
llfe is not going to be able to find in his
peacetime job and noteh in life the same
amount of satisfaction he found in the serve
ice,

Just being “another civilian" is going to be
hard for someé men—used to the special
treatment and admiration from civilians
which they rightfully had when they wore
their country's uniform.

Many young men who went into the serv-
fce right out of college and attained a fairly
high rank during the course of the war will
have to step down both ns to pay ond the
comparative importanee of their work when
they starl as beginners at civilinn jobs,

For those who expect to have to make that
kind of adjustmend, the going won't be too
hard,

But it will be hard on the man who has
become dependent on the prestige of his uni-
form ancd his rank,

Any wile who' finds her husband having

trouble making that kind of adjustment will
want to help him. And she can, too, belieyves
Dr. Wilbur R, Miller, who is head of Towa's
state psychopathic hospital and head of the
department of psychiatry in the University
of lowa colelge of medicine.,

He believes the wife who sees that her
husband is not getting to use in his job all
of his army-developed ability as o leader, or
who renlizes that her husband is carrying
a chip on his shoulder about the wayv things
are being run here at home should encourage
him to become active in the affeirs of the
community, *

“The best thing to do with a person who
tan't satisfied with the way things are being
run is to sec that he gets into a position
where he can help run them,” says Dr. Mil-
ler. And he nlso points out that communis
ties and states will need the help of the re:
turning servicemen as much as the service-
men may need to put their energy and ideas
to work,

Behind Scenes 1n Washmgton

By PETER EDSON, La Grande Evening Observer Washing

WASHINGTON—Poor old congress  got
combat futigue, The battle of Washington
i just tag mueh when taken in unrelieved
tours of duty and the C-men are beginning
to show it. Over a fourth of the members
of both houses are absent with or without
leave.  On the day somebody threw a lunch-
econ for the now seerotary of the senate, Less
It L. Biffle, Senntor George was the only
Demoerat present on his side of the asile,
while five Jonely Republicing listened fo
Senator Harold make n heavy speech on the
Big five veto. Tolal atlendance, seven, Over
in the house the record was better with J00
out of the 400 on hand to pass repeal of the
poll tax.  But that was so hot for some of
the southerners they wished they were home
antd 4 was u futile gesture besides, because
the sennte will probably kil jt

Adjournment of congress in July is likely,
however, and it's about time because the
-ll-t.rl;.;l-.l.--'w.l members are all stir crazy and

they nevd to go home fo o check-up and 1o
be checked-up on,

The battle neuroses now show on the con-
gressmen in the things they do. The house

is always unpredictablie but when the senate
s 1t did in passing the pric
amendment which would guarantec
o all produce, then vou know it's
Even Ed O'Neal of the
this proposal, call-

gO0s haywire
control

change
vau riched at

workable, and when thal cagy old

cosdger valls any proce of logislation benefit
ing the farmers no good, it really must be
bad

What you an really be thankful for is the
brearmeral system which permits one house
of eonpress (o cheek the msh acte of the
uthir
off furm and

() passing

The lower housge waz eleat
loibly surprised cvervone by

the Bretton Woods agreement and (b) tak-
Ing o terrible hack al the president's powers
to cul tariffs under the reciprocal trade
ngreements program.  The first was consid
oted as good as the latter was disappoint-
mg to the administration

Whit soems to have happenced to both the
reciproenl trade renewal in the house ae
well 2 ta the OPA renewnl in the sennte
is that the solons were unable to look pagt
their own noses. Both were considered  as
purcly local issues instead of matters of
which there should be a national poliey.
Everybody wants price control, everyb
wants tariffs reduccd—exeept on those par-
ticilar commodities in which he deals. And
when congressmen listen and react to such
Ut‘(---u es, the only thing that will do them
m good s a good long rest mid quiet
surroundings

dy

The two things which President Truman
has specifically asked of congress—unlimit-
ed power Lo reorganize the g ment and
in seeurny  pavments—will
probably have to tide over unti] congress re-
convenes in the fall. The president needs
authorizations to deal with im-
¢ms, but both seem headed for
ress is in po mood to tackl
at this time,

rased  socl

such large orders

Even with o of town for thi
things aren’t going to be dull. Sen-
dtor Robert F. Wagner's banking and cur-
mwney commiltee 2 fixing to hold elaborats
hearings on Senator James E. Murray's ¢on
troversinl  full employment bill, and there
will be the United Nations charter written
nt San Franecisco to argue aboul. That, too,
will probubly hitve 1o wait until fall befot
the sendte will foel Hke considering it for
ratificativn

mpress out

SUMmmer

Side Glances
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) ‘e YoM AL O, K. PAY, OFFS . be1B.

“We wouldn't think of having a

nelghborhood picnic without in.

viting you and your wife—and you will briag some wieners and
belegna sandwiches, won't you?"

® McKENNEY ON BRIDGE

By WM, E, McKENNEY,

America’s Card Authority

OPTIMISM PAYS
WHEN TOP NEEDED

The last board in the Ohio: pale
championship this year proved i
real theiller,  We will have 1o ad-
mit that ths four heart contract
was certainly an optimistic one
to get to, but both Elmer Babin
ond Sid Fink, the defending
champions, realized they needed

hi43
wioa
*AQJII0
wQ72
Fink Babin
AAKJ N laitos
vKJ6l (W E|lwqnis
*7 S [ TEE]
#J1006 | Dealer [MAS3
4
AQOG52
wA42
$K52
& KO
Duplicate—N.-58. vul.
South  West North East
1 Pogs IN.T. Pags
Pagg  Double Pass iw
Pass 4% Double Pass
Opening—a 5. 18

a top to have a chance to win.
Babin played the jack on the
opening spade lead and it held
the trick. He then cashed the ace
and king of spades, discarding n
e¢lub, A small club was played
to the ace and a club returned,
South ‘winning with the king,
South played the king of din-
monds and led a small diamond,

Questions & Answers

Q—What Chinese eity, recent-
ly recaptured from the Japs, is
known as the *City of Willows™?

A—Liuchow, former big Amer-
ican bomber base.

Q—What percentage of Amer-
ican prisoners of war survived
the rigors of German  prison
enmps?

A—An estimated 90 per cent,

Q—What is a precentor?

A—A cholr leader.

Q—How many members aie
{here of the British house of com
mons?

A—0Ovor 800, These are clect-
od o represent county and bor-
ough distriets based on popula
tion, as are members of the UL S,
house of u-pn"-[“ui.m.n 5

which Babin trumped In dummy
with the three of hearts, A smnl]
club was pliyed and when Nortn
played the queen of clubg, Babin
trumped with the nine of hearts.
The five of hearts was relurned,
dummy winning with the king.
He led the ten of clubs, which
North ttumped with the {en of
hearts, This was overtrumped by
Babin with the quecn, and bver-
trumped by South ‘with the ace.
Al this point, Babin spread Lhe
hand and claimed the balance.
Even though they won top on this
hond, it was not enough! Clare
H. Smith and Miss Florence
Stratford won the evenl.

® IN FORMER
YEARS

30 Years Ago, June 18

Heine Meidenrich, truck and
glee club man at the University
of Orcegon, Jimmie Sloddard,
student body editor, and Russell
Ralsten, o prominent figure in
soceer football gircles at the same
schol, arvived home for the sum-
mer vacations,

Paul Schwaiger, of North
Platte, Nebr, arrived to visit his
unele E, O, Polack,

15 Years Ago, June 16

Sixly La Grande young men,
members of Company E, com-
manded by Captain W, ‘A Bean
and Licutunants Jesse Androws
und Porter Webb, detrained at
Camp Clatsop station for their
a1x woeks training period.

Miss Eleanor Cleaver s a
griduate of the University ol
QOregon this spring in the depart-
ment of psychology with a minor
in physical eduedtion, in whi
department she has been espe-
cially active ‘aned interested in
interpretative  dancing, She is
the doughtor of Mr. and Mys. H.
H. Cleaver of this cily.

10 Years Ago, June 16

With  approximately 2,500 in
attendance, the Elks eharity elvous
gime to a close in the high sthool
stadium

Announcement was mpade that
N. K. West and Herman Siegrist
had purchased Falk's men's store.

George Singer, foreman of the
Grande Ronde packing plant,
went to New YYork onoa two-
week 1\““”’1'"‘1‘-& trip.

This Curmus World

THERE ARE FEAKS
IN THE GRAND
CANYON THAT ARE
HIGHER THAN MoST
MOUNTAINS EAST OF
THE ROCKIES,,.YET
THEY ARE LOWER
THAN THE CANYON
RIS

V341 B WA SORVIRE, IV
TV REC. U, 8 FAT. QOF
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IN THE UNITED STATES |
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AOST PEOPLE DRIVING UNDER 35 )
[ ARE OVER 35,” S3r

R, BilL WiLLLAMSON,
Loraverre, dewilang.

NEXT: Our puztling unimal names,
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