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Washington Merry-Co-Round

By DREW PEARSON
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EVENING OBSERVER'S
PROGRESS PROGRAM

IRRIGATION—Complete the Grande
Ronde Valley irrigation project.

LA GRANDE — A city of 10,000 —
Extend the city limits.

State Building Program
Vitally Needed

Oregon voters have an opportunity
to do a good job toward providing state
institutions with necessary finnnees to
assute progressive development during
the special election set for June 22,

We in enstern Oregon are particularly
interested because on the passiage of
the referendum authorizing & tux levy
for state building funds may deépend in
greal mensure the future welfore of
Fastern Oregon college,

The proposed legislation will levy a
tax for two yvears, oulside the six per
cent limitation fixed by law, of five
million dollars vearly and will ereate a
state building Tund of 10 million dol-
lars.

Six million dollars of this amount
will be used for buildings under the
jurisdiction of the stite board of con-
trol and four million dollars will be
used for instititions administrated by
the state board of higher edueation.

It should be eléarly understood by all
voters that, although in form the tax
is levied against property, actually this
f& & mechanien! deviee which was made
necessary by state law in order to bring
the matter before the people

Robert Farrell, jr., seeretary of state,
painted this out clearly in a statemer
mnde this week Actually, he said,

liecause it is provided in the referendum
that the tax be offset by surplus in-
come tax collections.

And, he pointed out, although it was
thought at the time of the creation of
the legislation that these surplus tax
funds would be collected in the future,
the situation now is that there is al-
ready enough surplus money on hand to
mare than offset the tax immediately.

In other words, the money is already
colleeted. What the voters will do in
effeet on June 22 is to appropriate it
for use in the erection, maintenance and
equipment of state buildings and insti-
tutions.

Farrell's statement declared that the
state tux commission will have a surplus
of £15,625,221.51 on June 30, more than
enough to “completely offset the five-
mill, two-vear property tax provided in
the proposed measure.”

There are two reasons for =ubmitting
this proposal to the people, These are
as follows: the legislature was prohibit-
od by law from exceeding the six per
cent limitation in  appropriastion of
funds: the state constitution provides
that income tax surplus monevs must
be used for offsetting property taxes.

The situation before the voters at
thiz time is this:

State boildings and institutions des-
perately  require  assistance, We in
rastern Orefron are scutely aware of
this beeause of the present needs of
Fastern Oregon college and the largely
increased needs anticipated with the
conelusion of war,

f these needs are ignored now, they
will have to be miet in the future when
there may be no surplus tax money
ava
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money is already collected in &
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The collapse of the Hitler re
not brought
an end the hatred and preiu
dice imbeddad in the Européan
cotilinent agdinst the Jews by in-

—Rabin James G. Heller. chair-
man LUnited Palestine Appeal

U'niess the American penple can
be hrought to see that the threat
! tiony did ot end when the
shioling stopeed tn Europe, we
are in for mighiy rough weather
Lhester Bowies, OPA director
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lo be learned {rom the dynamite-laden Tri-
este controversy is that we should have be-
gun three years ago when first proposed by
Under Secrétary of State Sumner Welles
15 build the peace machinery to handle these
disputes.

Welles haminered this home incessantly
to both Hull and Rocsevelt but it was only
last summer thal Secretary Hull finally aet-
ed on Welles' ideas and called the Dumbar-
ton Osks meeting finally leading to the pres-
ent San Franeisco conference.

Power politics began as early as two vears
8go to be the root of the trouble now blos-
soming at Trieste. It was two years ago at
Teheran that Stalin and Churchill batted
their heads together with Roosevelt sitting
in as mediator regarding rival spheres of
influence in the Balkans

Churchill had wanted the allles to stait
their second front through the Balkans part-
1y 10 keep the Russians oul, Stalin probably
with his eve on the Balkans argued that
the quickest road to Berlin was across ihe
English channel and France, American mili-
fary sirategists concerned anly with win-
ning the war guickly not with spheres of in-
fluence agreed with him

Dividing the Balkans

After that was settled and it was agreed
that allied armies would not invade the Bal-
kans Churchill and Stalin got down to di-
viding up this area (hto spheres of influence.

Stalin pointed out that the Britlsh sphete
of influence In Yugoslavia was Croatian and
Dalmatian yet Churchill was working with
a Serb, General Mihailovitch. The Serbs
and the Croats hated each other, Stalin re-
mifided Chruchill. Therefore, he said, he
would be glad to instruct his man Tito to
cooperate with the British.

This was agreed. And that marked the
sudden switch of U. S lend-lease to Tito.
Churchill sent a British brigadier plus hii
own son Col. Randolph Churchill to cooper-
ate with Tito, Thercafler Mihailoviten inc
one-time British favorite was left high and
dry.

Tite Smalls Plot

However, Tito's relations with the British
began to cool shortly thereafter and reached
a climax last summer under mysterious cis-
cumstances. An airhorne nazi division staged
n surprise raid on Titn's headquarters and
he escaped within an inch of his life.

Tito suspected the Brilish of having tigped
off the nazis regarding the whereabouts of
his headquarters and of collaborating in the
raid.

After thal his distrust of the British know
no bounds. And shortly thereafter when he

Yugoslav headquarters, his plane was im-
mediately surrounded by several hundred
Yugoslav partisans armed with tommy guns
who would allow no British official 1o get
anywhere near their chief.

On his last night in Barl, Tito was invited
to dine with General Sir Henry Maitiand
Wilson, British commuander in the Mediter-
ranean. And, much to Wilson's amazement,
Tito turned up with two dozen husky parti-
san guards, earrying tommy guns, who lined
up ‘on both sides of the dining room.

U1 say, Marshal," remarked General Wil-
son, “is'nt this a most unusual procedure?”

To which Tita replied: “This, general, is
a most unusual war,”

Tito Bolls lo Russians

Next day, Tito flew to Bucharest, con-
ferred with Russian officials, and then re-
turned to Yugoslavin. His cooperation with
the British was completely dead. Later, the
British planned a commandoe raid on Spht
an important seaport on the Dalmatian coast,
in ordér to heiad off the German army then
fleeing from Greece. But the minufe the
commandos set {ootl on Yugoslay soil, they
were met by Tito's partisans, disarmed, and
sent back to Italy.

Since then, relations with Tito have been
at swords points. He has become increas.
ingly anti-British, considering them respon-
sible for subsidizing a strong anti-Tito move-
ment among the Croats. He has also blamed
the British for taking several thousand fas-
cist Croats, many of them nazi collabora-
tionists, out of Yugoslavia, equipping them
with new clothes and pienty of money, and
sending them back 1o work against Tito at
the coming elections,

It wos definitely sgreed at Yalta, how-
evef, that the British were fo occupy two
provinces of Austria and were to Invade
Austria through Trieste

However, British lroops were slow in
reaching thot key city at the head of the
Adriatic, so their old friend and enemy got
there first. And in the rough code of the
Yugosiav mountaineers, possession is nine-
tenths of the law

How much Stalin had to do with Tito's be-
tual occupation of Trieste is anybody's gupss.
Unatestionably he is the general mainspring
behind Tito, However, it doesn't necessar-
iy hold that Stalin ever ordered Tite into
Trieste, if for no other reason, because he
didn't need to. Anyvone who has been in
Trieste and lived among the Yugoslavs, as
this writer has, knows that they have boen
itching for 26 long years to take over an aren
which they conside uld justly have been
theirs after the last war,

WE. THE WOMEN

By RUTH MILLETT

The housewife said, “1 don't blame Mrs
Truman for deciding no: to hold regular
press conferences. It be an awiful
strain to have to face omiful of report-
ers, all asking all sorts of questions.”

Well, maybe. But handling reporters is
A knack that gught 1o be gasy for a woman
to acquire

For the average woman—though spe may
never be questioned by a reporter in her
life—grows up with the idea that anything
she =ays may be quoted, and perhaps held
against

Furthermore, she 15 dlways being ques-
tioned by the town's busvbodies,
their determination to satisfy their ¢
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Behind Scenes in Washington

By PETER EDSON, La Grande Evening Obssrver Washington Correspondent

SAN FRANCISCO — An internatiopal
shipping war to capture Pacific octan trade
formerly carried by the Japanese merchant
marine is now being planned in west coast
ports.

Best estimates are that of the pre-war Pa-
cifie to ge in and out of Américan ports,
1. S, ships carried 25 por t, the Japz 40
to 45 percent, British, D , Norwegian and
sther European flag ships dividing the
maining A0 to 3§ persent

When the war is over, Japan isn't going
10 Have any merchant marine left. thanks t
Amecrican submarines bombers. And i
st shipping m ave anvthing to
matter, the Japs won't ever agam
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"I'm sending some pictures of thoss movie dancers thut were
here, and I'l} tell her they're native girls—I doa't want her lo
ge! the idea this is a deserted islandl”

® McKENNEY ON BRIDGE

By WM. E. McKENNEY, America’s Card Authority
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