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¥ the end of August the sum-
mor people liad gone, und the
souson was pust for boarders. We
still owed the bank $200, Oul-
wardly my mother showed no dis-
couragement. "We've declded o

stay here a little longer,” she
wolld say plossantly when peo-
ple agked nbout our plans, Bul

she didn't fool us girls or my
father, elthor,

Early In Seplember he had an
sdr!:. “The government Is taking
bfds for the stage line,” he sald.
“There's no reason why someons
on this end shouldn't have It
Until now it had been held at the
Junetion,

The stage eorried not only mall,
but uwn'lu und passengors 08
wd‘I. ® Hud a covered double-
sented wagon (which we had
every renson to belleve would
hold out until sriow), o pung, and
two horses that would otherwise
be ldle now that the summer was
over, It moeant only buying on-
other palr. Those paid for, the
checks from the government
would be clear profit, my father
argued.

My mother offered no opposl-
tlon, Perhaps she thought It
would do no good. Perhaps she
wan desperate enough to al-
most anything.

My fathor's bld wor accepled,
and on the very day he got the
noews, he hired Jay as a driver.
Jay had been working In the
quarry, but he waa equipped for
greater things, He was young,
ruddy, and subatabtial, He had
b t, Joking eves ond n quick,
Hvely speech. Before he had been

e route u week, every man,
woman, ind child was hls friend,

His job wasn't epay, He had to
start out at 8 In the moming In
order to connect with the 8:40
train. Then he had to change
horees, furn back, and get in ot
noon. Hg left nn[n at 1, changed
horses for a second Lime, met the
4:18, and headed home. You

when he drove up to the Post |
OMee at 7,
L * .

IIT: made good time,, too, cons

sidering what hoppened along
the woy. There was the mail to
sort. People wrote letters In
those doys, and every fomily took
some kind of paper. Then there
were the cotologe—Chorles Wil=
Hams, The Natlonal Clopk and
Sult Company, Sears und Roe-
buclk, Montgomery Ward, And
there wera the errands, If you
couldn't get out to maoke a pur-
chose, you pald the stage driver
8 conts to maoke it for you, either
In the villnge or ot the Junction,
He would get you anything you
wanted — needles, ping,  buttops,
modicine, poackages of meed for
your gorden. Op (f you hod
run out of semelhing, he would
match it for you—thread, ero-
chet cotton, brald, You could
even trust Jay to plclke things out,
A pattern. Dress goods.

He took messoges, too—Invita-
tons, reminders, grectings, I was
enalor to tell Jay thun to bother lo
write out nearvd, It wan pleasantor,
too, for Joy ndded something to
every ward he spoke, Not all of
thie mosnages were soclal ones,
YBIN Lench wants to know when
he should take off his bandage,"
he might say {o my father, Or
“Rert Dillings con't Ogger why
his burm don't heal” Sometimes
the stage came dashing In n good
half-hiour ahesd of schedule to
announce a birth that was Immi-
nent,

Peopla who had never trusted
things to the stage before trusted
them to Juy. Sometimes he had
mare of o load than the wagon
could manage, even with ropes to
hold It on, An organ might come
nlong the same day wz o plow,
and there were always perish-
abiles Lo consider—crates of chick-
ens and tubs of macikerel. Half
the time something had to be left
behind, Jay was smart In hon-
dling this problem. A box muarked
Millinery Do Not Crush must be

eould set your elocks by him
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By MRS. ANNE CABOT
She is much too cool and com
fortable to care what the tempet
ature is!  Lucky little girl to
have such o sensible, practical
and pretty play suit, The rlc.rae
trimmied BslEr Sl e ENpRed on
1o prevent too much sun-tanising
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vould wolt until the end of the
week,
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fee what they had bought, and
somehow before he was on his
way agaln, b rug was unrolled, a
sofs uncrated, or a knitting mn-
chine set up. He had  ocarrled
these machines to almost every
house on his route, and women
seomed to take It for granted that
when thoy gave any trouble, Jay
would ropalr them. It was a won=
der how he manonged to keep his
nehedule,

He couldn't have done it withe
oul the help of his passengers.
This was something he never had
to oak fyr. It wos nn honor to
help Joy, 1f you sat in the front
sent, you sorted the pupers, if
you sot in back, you watched to
#ee that the ropes didn't slip, and,
It the lopd wis bulky, os likely
as nob you held o ordle of chickens
In your lap.

People who had thelrs own
tenma often preferred to go with
Jiuy. The return trlp cost only $1,
and when you drove yourself, you
hnd to stable your horse for the
dny, they reasoned. Besides, Jay
could always show you things you
wouldn't otherwise have seen, A
Mok of bluebirds migrating. A
maple beglnning to turn, An owl
no blgger thon your Ast right out
In the doylight, The red, buahy
tpll of n fox disappearing Into a
thicket, A palr of moose eyces
through the alders,

The first month Jay earried 38
4 gers and 402 of ex-
press. That hod brought in $88,
The check from the government
lind been §00, Of the $178, $40
had gone to Jay, $i5 to the stable
at the Junctlon for the board of
the horses, and the remoining
$100 townrd the horses them=
selves. Since they had cost $200,
this left ug, ns for as the stage

{)IEUPL'F! always wanfed Jay fo !
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By Edgar Martin

ling was conterned; only $100 in

the red, l

My father was delighled. At
the end of November we would
be breaking even, he sald, and
from then on we would show
¢clear profit.

“We will be home by Christ-
mas, easy,” he promised. !
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