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AS the summer passed, Mr. Cut-
ter ate more; slopt more, and
worked less. Any  hour of the
day you might find Llm' dozing
on hlg stool, his face supported
by his two white hands, 1 you
went to tell him that the water
was Jow, he would plek up his
pen and nod with o weary,
bharassed look as i to say he
would eome when he could ever
get clear of what he wos doing.
Half &n hour later, when you
went agaln, you ecouldn't find him,

He bognn to get irritable. One
of my favorite pastimes was per-
Ing over the hotel register, eis-
pecinlly its early pages.

1 lked to MNnger the copper
paper weight while T rend. Mr,
Cutter allowed me to take both
that and the register loss and leds
willlngly. Often after no more
thun 10 minutes he began tarltnp

1en

on his desk and bockon,
wotlld

I put them back, he

© straighten them with exaggerated
. oare nnd then would return 1o

his nop or his clecles,

1 used to complnli a geod doul
about him, “Tle's crabby,' T said;
vehemently, “And l’np:l I nlwnys
just g0 nlee to him."

Syour fother in nice to every-
ong,” my mother reproved mo.

But ghe must have notleed, os
I did, that my fothor wog oipi-
Fivery
noon he took the poper to him,
and every evening he sal with

£ him forn time in the office, though

they seldom talked,

“Mama,"! Sue snld ohe
looking pussled, "I My
Adn's fellow?"

YOf courte not," my mother on-
nwered,

H8he likes him anywuy," Stc
argued.

day,
Cutter

L L]
118 was gelting more and more
npparent to ug oll,  She Nind
mode him o Iu.r:dI:U. nopkin sing,

and then, undounted: by his In-
difference, n sweet-grnss basket
for hiy handkerehlers,

YAl of us like him," my mother
safd, belng very careful.

1 don't, Julia put in.

YBut Adn shows i1, Sue per-
alited, “She ought not to do that,
ought she, Mama?"

ST den't wp to us lo pass judg-
ment,” my mother said, “Of
course, If It were one of you
[TV T A

My cheeks wrirmod: T showed
how I 1lked Benjumin, T showed
It wll the time. But Ben]amin—
whose eyes nlwanys went wander-
Ing off after Adn—didn't notice.

He didn't notlee angthing ony
more. He woas growing very
glum, Ones he had done  his

pumping nfter supper while Adn
wis washing the dighes, nnd they
hnd had o great time plaguing
ciich other,
“You're slower thnn eold mo-
Inssen,’” Adn would taunt,
“Slow, am 7" He would go
faster and fuster, hig big muscley
bulglng, A slow-poke, om 17"
Hig face world get reéd and his
breadh come hord, Somethmed he
wouldn't stop until the water
pitme bulibling fiam the overflow
In the sinl.  After thol He would
ait dbown on the stairy, bloclking
her way when ahe started up.
“You el me by, Minter,"
“DId you sny romothing?"
waild nilg, selzing her wrists,
don't hear very. good tonlght.!
But Adn hnd no time for him
went
Cutter |

T

g

now, Ewvoery spore minite
i making things for My,

o Just aitting on the stops out-
wede of the ofee,

Benjumin  began to do  hls
puinplng  In the moming. e

didn't buve o thing to sey to Mr
Cutter, If thera wap o messuge
that bind to go to the ofMce, he
sont I by Boshy, Doy after doy
he would dreive out alone In o n
shrringe, not even seelng me wall-
Ing—=hoplng—on e steps,
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IRS. GUPTILL kept her eye
on everything Mr., Cutter did,
ready to fad fault. It wasi't
just that he {wus lozy, she snid,
He was wasteful, teo. H2 left tho
afMce inkwell open. At meals he
reordered, then neglected to cleun
his plate, Moreover, ha was using
too much kerosene. Every morn-
Ing Ada brought hl4 lamp down,
bone dry.  All'ef the other lumps
were more than half full.  Such
extravagance! He must be burn-
Ing it all night, she sald,

Suddenly one doy she noliced
something, The lamp wes bone
dry, but the wick barely needed
trimming, It didn't muke sense.
Something funny was going on,
ahe decided:

She 1t Into Adn, demanding an
explonation.  Ada  flured right
back. Lot people mind thelr own
business, . , .

This hod gone for enough, my
mother decided.

That night she spoke to my fa-
ther about [t, “"Mr. Cutler is
wirning this place upside down,”
ahe gndd, “and 1 think you should
dischorge hinu"

Tt len't hin fault, is 1t1" my
father demanded.

‘Munybe mnot, directly” my
mother granted,  “Hut he is the
digturbing Influendd, Besldes, we
haven't enough buginess to war-
ront his staying”

“Ch, I don't know obout that”
my futher sald, pleking up hls pi-
per,  He never liked to foce un-
pleaspnt focta, .

Y know," my mother sald,  She
had gone through n lot thal gum-
mer, nnd her patience was getting
gorely treledd,  “He's no  earthly
good, anywny, ond s costing us
money w keep him., I'm golng to
Inalst that you send him bock”
My mother seldom tovk a real
NLind.

Therg
sllence.

My fother got up ond folded
hia poper, "I ean't send  him
buck," he salgd gulotly, “T couldn't
even If 1T made up my mind to jt"

He went out nnd cloged the
door,

wog o long, slrained

(To Be Continued)
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