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Vuge ']‘wa”

‘Gimme (h Works!'

The Columbia Gorge-
Oregon Trail Highway?

ecent announeement by the Oregan
state highway commission of conteni-
phated highwiy grsieets for the three-
year period immediately after the con-
clusion of the war has perplesed some
students of highway matters and of Lthe
highway needs of onr state.  Severnl
important questions come to mind,

Primary question arises from the fact
that of the 36 million doliars alloted
for vavious state projeets, 21 million
400" thousand will Come Trom the fed-

eral government, Oregon will  spend
only 1 million, "GO0 thowsamd, or liss
thitn live milliong doll fnnually I=
this all money hal will be available

to the state highway commission in the
fivat three yewrs alter (he war?

Tied up with this is the projected ex-
penditure for the most important high
wany in the state and the oldest and
most obsolote the Columbian  rviver,
Ovegon Teail highway.,  For the threoe-
yvear period only three million, 192 thou-
annd has been alloted For construetion
on this highway A this eate, it owill
take more than 15 yehrs 1
modemization of the
route,
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state and should have ample and im-
medinte improvement,

The highway was constructed
venrs agn, siving for the fivst time a
water wade route toough the Cascade
vange, 1t remaing the only water grade
route between Canada and Mexico, of
great seenie value and has returned to
thie state far more than it cost.
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The highway map of Oregon indi-
cates 11 improved roads over the coast
vunge to the Pacifie and eight over the
Cascades Lo enstern Oregon.  All ave
move inedérn than the Columbia river
doction of the Old Oregon trail. None
<erve soogreal o oaren or an area as
important to the development of Port-
Ll I the vast watershed of the
Coltimbin rivers

Eatimates by the highway commis-
sion indieate that modernization of the
BFighway will cost 12 million dollnrs. Of
this about three million has been spent,
bt 15 of no value until it is completed.
AL the present suggested rate of ex-
peaditure on this highway it will be
of Tittle aid in the epected development
uf this state,

Discusgion of the modernization and
completion of the vond has  oecupied
priority in the commission's considern-
tion fine more than 10 vears.

Yel now, when it seems possible to
arbiek the project without recolivse to
It methods  which
been contemplated, it wels slight

consideration,
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Washington Merry-Go-Roun'd

By DREW PEARSON

SAN FRANCISCO — A hot behind-the-
scencs flght has developed in the surplus
property board which effects the industry
of the entite nation, especially on the woest
canal.

It Involves the digpesition of several hil-
lion dellars’ worth of muchine tools owned
by the U, S government and loaned to big
war conteactors. How thesi machine tools
are sold Is going to spell the different be-
tween concenmtration ond diversifwcation of
industey, fur years o come,

For instance;, Henry Kaigep, the big west
coast boat builder, has jdens ubout going
inta the automabile business, He fgures
that if the west const cun opornle some of
the biggest airpline foactories in the nation,
it can: also build sutomobiles.  The
voast is dotted with airplane factories all
the way {rom Scattle to Sgn Dicgo and has
akilledd mechunics who will be out of jobs
after the war. Therefore, Kajser {igures on
taking up the sluck by making automobiles,

However, the first requirement of the
automobile industry, or for that maotter any
vthir lorge-f¢ale manufacturing, is maching
tools. Billigne in muchine tools soon will
be disposed of ns surplus war property, and
the companies that get them will eontrol
the general pescetime  production of the
U.S.A, during the inmedinte yeurs after the
W, .

If Henry Koigor eould lay hit hands on
a rémionable quotn of the machine tools,
for Instance, he would have mude an Im-
partant step toward starting the auto indus-
tey on the woest coast. IF not, i would take
him two or thiee years to get other machine
tools. Meanwhile Detroit would have o head
etart which would: be difficult for him to
overtuke.

wost

Biocksiage Row

This is where the row inside the surplus
property board comes in. Ex.Sonator Guy
Gillette of Town, chaitman of the booard,
belivves that independent businessmon, such
ps Koplgér, should hoave a chuanee to bid on
these government-owned miching tools.

But Coplonel Edward Heller and ex-Cov-
ernor Hobert A, Furley of Connecticut, the
two olher They
believe the companics now using the mach-
ine tools, though not owning them, should
have firat lHen op buying them,  This would
mean thut General Motors, one of the big-
gest war contractors, would get o chance o

bourd me

ibers, opposc.

buy o tremendous amount of maching tools
snd would get & head start on smaller com-
punies.

Other big dito companies and other big
contiaetors likewise wotlld get o head start
on peacetime production i permitied to buy
the tools they are now using

Behind this 2 to 1 split inside the sur-
plus property board are also the army, navy
und war production board, all of whom
strangly fuver the big companics when it
comus to miching tools.

However, Glllotte has the support of the
Justice department  which' has just com-
pleted a survey showing that the govern-
ment controls 79 per cent of the best mach-
ine tools in the country and that the busi
ness (irms owning théem will dominnte in-
dustry.

Gillette aleo argues that after the last war
the big war contractors were permitiod to
buy In the government's machine tools
which they were using, so that they got
a tremendous monopolistie head start on
reconversion, while small business was lelt
out in the cold,

Note — Interesting fact is that Col, Ed-
ward Heller, who has taken a position
which would hinder diversifiestion of in-
dustry* to the west coast, comes from the
west const.

Jap Prisoners

While the U, 8 army permits nozi pri-
soners in U, S prison camps to maintain
their faseist ways, the Chinese northern
puerrillas have just won over 400 eaptured
Jap soldiers and persuaded them to join the
CHinese army.

Out of o total of 2,500 Jap prisoners cap-
tured, 400 were converted and the other
2100 were allowed to return to the Joap
lines.

They were permitted to return: as: living
proof thet the Chinese do not tdgrture their
prisoners, but that they were well-fed and
henlthy. U. 8. observers belleve this dem-
onstration may help to reduce the feroeity
of Jop resistance and the do-or-die policy
of Jap suldiers.

The 400 Jap soldiers; who remained to
work with the Chinase, supplied a list of
Jup soldiers' gripes — what food the Jap
soldier disliked most. What eqguipment was
bad. Whut he disliked about his officers.
From this, propoganda leaflets are belng
prepored to play up these prievances in
pumphlets dropped over the Jap lines,

WE. THE WOMEN

By RUTH MILLETT

Glsat g cnmp in France who heard a visit-
ing general say that powdered ogas, if prop-
erly prepared, compared favorably with fresh
cpes woere skeptical The geneffil, however,
whipptd olf his blouge, put on an apron and
proved his point by preparing a tasty dish
from the despised powdered cpgs,

This is o hint for us women at home that
in the future our solemn verdicts, about
whol can and what can™ be done in running
# house, are likely to meet with some chal-
lenges from men who know what they are

talking about. H

It eertainly won't Ye safe tp say to o GI
husband who eompliins of the way his hed
ks made, “Well, I'd ke t = you da i bhetter
job" He probuably can' and will—to prove

his point
The wail that this or that can't be done be-

cause the proper houschold equipment is

lacking isn't likely to impress the serviee
man. who has made salisfactory furniture
out of @.‘Tills's‘

The announcement that “We'll have to eat
dinner out, os the butcher forgot to send the
will probubly just send a returned
seryviceman to the paniry and back with
the challenge: "Why you've got enough stuff
out there to feed an army.”

ronst,”

St wives of men, who have made out un-
der all kinds of challenging circumslances,
will hove to he sure pf their ground before
they set themselves up as the final autiority
on whit can and can't be done sround a
house.

If they aren't, they are likely 13 rome in
for a few lessons in how tc rise {o an omer-
gency and how to do a job the way it should

ber done.

Behind Scenes

in Washington

By PETER EDSON, La Grande Evening Observer Washington Correspondent

SAN FRANCISCO—Norve center of inter-

est for this United Navions confetence on
Internationn]’ Orgonization fsn't the opern
house or the veterans' building where the

ki, but the¢ Falrmont
werlooking the bay
The show is down in the civic

formal sesstons are
hotel up on Nob Hill, «
and the city
ter, bul the work 15 done at the Foi
where the Amernican delegation hos its heod-

nont

yuarters

S tary of State Edward R. Stettinlus
! i hls San Francieo “team™ for iis
first pubiltc exhibiton and a press pros
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seem very funny now.

Funniest thing you see around the Fair-
mont are gome of the people you wouldn't
expect to see there. You wonder why they're
thiere. Miybe they wonder that, too.

Ely Culbertson, the bridge expert who
now has a system of bidding, take out and
play of a hand in a book he calls, “Tolal
Peace or What Makes War" Clarence Streit;
complete without hat and with brief case

i his own plans for “union now.”
1il Murray, and Jim Carey of the Cl1O.
Dave Beck of the Teamsters and Bob Watt

Ameriéan Indian in full war paint and
4, but without peace pipe, handing oul
statements that something should be done
about trusteeship—that word again—for the
Americun Indians. British, Duteh and French
will probably get a big belt out of this be-
» Americans have sald &d many nosty
5 about the way those vountries treated
fependent peoples,

If the U8 delegation hus to listen to all
I putsiders ax these who have bills of
atented goods Lo sell, it's hard to sve how
thiy can get much else done in six weeks,
ut they'll try

Secrciary of State Stettinlus lives in a
nthise on the Fairmont roof. Un-
iss Jimmy Dunn and Nelson
feller amd Archie MacLeish, the other
siv men and one woman delegate, the ad-
: < and g staff of over 100 technicians and
tartes from the stale department have
5 and ndjoining bedrooms on the floors
W Thiz systemy ensures that if the help
ecp on the job, they don't have to
 wake "vm up.
in palrs patrol the corridors,
[ I about it, while gols
e impartant people;

11,:‘1_[10&'1'.
all the deleg e here and os-
EORthat's just ‘what thoy
lelegates start bombarie
) calls for aspirin.
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' “It wasn't his fault he broke his arm| He woulds't have iried lo
do a trapeze act in the old tree if that silly girl down the sireet
hadn’t been egging him onl*

@ McKENNEY ON BRIDGE

By WM. E. McKENNEY, America’s Card Authorily

Hazen showed us only the
Korth hand and told us South
had opened the bidding with' &
club and West had bid o dis-
mauond.

Well, we all ngreed that North
aught to bid two no trump. He

S1X CLUBS I8 COLD,
BUT TOUGH TO BID

Our league business meetings
at the New York athletie elub ev-
ory few weeks always produce
i couple of hands. Here is o bid-
ding problem given to us by Lee

then stited thot South bid thres
:QJQ;‘ clubs and we all agreed that
eQJlie North ought to bid three no
&5 trump: then, if South wenl to
four no trump, North should pass.
N o1 course, the hand is cold for
w E s elubs,

D 8] When the boys failed to get to
edler gix clubs over in England, nsked
AaKJE Haozen's brother, Fred, “How

:E\lﬂ should the hand be bid?"
§ AAKQB43 : Looking at both hqnd‘s. 1 b_e-
Rubber—Neither vul, il'.‘\"i." t_hnt t;lil of tll'ltl' o:xpclaluhsl!-
gouth West North East ling aroun the table dou ave
1 1 IN.T. Pass bid it to six, but looking at only
Ik Poss  3N.T. Pass the one hind, the best any of
4N.T. Pass Pass Pass them got to was four nd trump,
[ So 1 guess they are playving just

us good bridge in England |
they are here.

e IN FORMER
YEARS

30 Years Ago, May -4

One of the greatest cleanups
of horses experienced was under-
way ot the Grande Ronde valley.
Pructically half of a 22-car trpin
of horses billed to Kansas Cily
left La Grande and buying con-
tinued at a high rate, aceentu-
ated by the presence of French
wiar harse inspectors who located
and investigated the animals,

Faozen, His brother Fred, a lieu-
tenant in England, and Lieut,
William Ford, formerly associat-
ed with the Birmingham Post,
wanled to know the correct hid-
ding.

Questions & Answers

Q—What are two palitical dis-
tinctions of Weimar, Germany?

A — The republic was set up
there in 1919 the Verspilles
treaty was ratified there that
same year. Prewar populoation
numbered 48,000,

Q—What is the newest idea for
a pasoline substitute?

A—Water. A Baltimore man
lins patented a process for erack-
ing water into oxygen and hy-
drogen and converting the escop-
ing gases into power,

15 Years Ago, May 4

In observance of her eighth
birthday anniversary, Mary Joan
Bouyy was honored at a parly al
the home of her parents; Dr, and
Mrs, Lee Bouvy, Ten guesis were
present and games were played.

Forest Supervisor Erwin of
Pendleton was in La Grande mak-
ing arrangements with the county
and the ehamber of commeree fof
a survey of the proposed Mt Em:
ily scenic highwuy.

Q—What is a lycanthropisi?
A—A person who thinks he is
a wolf. It's a form of Insanity,

Q—What does BUAER monn in
navy code?
A—Bureau of Arronoutics

Q—How much of the airplanc’s
flying noise is made by the pro-
peller?

A—About T0 per cent,

10 Years Ago, May 4

A §100,000 undergrude erossing
on Spruce between Adams avenue
and the Island City highway was
planned by the state highway.

In honor of her birthday annl
versary, Avis Ferris was givend
bitthday surprise by, algroip of
her friends, x

This Curious World

NO TWO PERSONS CAN SEE TH
SAME RAINBOW, EVEN
THOUGH THE OBSERVERS ARE
STANDING SIDE By SIDE. EACH
SEES A BOW MADE UPOF LIGHT
FROM A D/EFERENT SET
OF RA/N DROPFS.

Q—Where is the largest win-
dowless building in the nation?
A—At Fort Worth, Texas, the
Consolidated Vultee Aireraft [ac-
tory, 3,000,000 squard feet

A OISEASE -4
SARANESE SUICIODE ¥
A CARD GAME

SULTRN ANV
SeVeNNe
WAS. DISCOVERED
37 r@ars A0,
T MR v rar oy, =
55 \=_
ANSWER' A discase:chiefly of India and Cexlon,

) NEXT: They dida’t think man could talke it,
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