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AN UNWILLING TOOL?
replicd Pat lghtly,

s, BRIGHT
IAMONDS

Ltonel Mosher

! XVvI . e

WENT back down into the cel- ((HARLEY and 1 st on the rocks
< in front of The Ledges. The
sun was high and the

Ine, Brle hnd just finlshed put-
ting eoal on the fire and Charley
wiis slanding by the corridor en-
trance moratehing his chin
thoughtfully,

“Lopk ! He pointed beyond the
get-tuba ta o door thot 1 hod net
notleed hefore, Apparently 1L guve
uecesd td the south wing of the
house, “We found a bed in there,
Nick, recently  slept  in,  some
cigarel butls, and o poale of gport
shoen'

"Shoea?" T looked dorefully ot
Ericts feet. 1 had never noticed

it swarmed throug
The alr wis so still'y
from our
motionless  before

Brendu  had  taken
wigon 1o Minol

uwn,
rampe

ond Hudgon

fected

dun't

them before. They wire bl but| “Why would anyone
nut big enough to make the foot- | Eleep
woll?" 1 asled,

prints 1 had seen, 1 went throukh
the door Into the room The stale
odor of clgarets apmallod my nos=
trils, There was o cot agiinst the
side wull und by the cot 4 paic of
white and’ tan potdless And
they wore i big on Erle congl
bonts, The moler's nome wag
plalnly visible: ukely aned Hod-
gon, They made o pood shoe,

Thoere wos nothing whatever In
the room  besides the bed—not
even o window, Evidently, the
apiee had boen uied fop storbge
and our intruder hod utitized it
for the simpla expedient of stor=
ing his big: footed body by night,

Whun we gol back upstoles Pat
hitied woeup of Black colfee far me,

I the best T ogoutd doy, dior-
Ung Blhe smiled euntritely.
"You've a Joded look'

*Thonke, st 1 ook the dof-
feo, bul it wox strong nnd brock-
lale T eouldn't get it down,"

S owas lelt aver from this
morniog aond T hented L uw.-r,"‘
apologhead T “Maybe 1 ohouldn't
have.” ‘

“Pat, my love," Brendn re-
muovked, "mony o muiden has Hin-
guished in spinsterhood U1 death | appear o be in"

glone into a0
“And you nlmosgt
who's uslng "

hunt,”

maorning,  When I
he letnod his

lits D,

The
ther

been  here al
been—well—r
“Fhany, you
i REAT T
Dovsn't Il &
Hudson wr

nbout
herey"

your  plan

“Mr.  Hudson

bocouge  he

tind ut the logt moment Eric
hig self=aanuced civility hod tagged
wlupg W do some errands of his

woear

shoes,™

h my

hat the

ma,

ur

1o

|

sarmth

wuntl
in thot stuffy hole in the

“There could be worse fates,

provigions
with

Hlnkely
Churley re-

Lo

“For concealment, 1's o beau-
tiful hide~oul,' Charley tos=od o
IS - Freen
stumbled  into

pool.

T didn't stumble. T wiia on the

Chorley Jookod ot me oddly and
I told him about the Intruder In
my room logt wvight and the big
tootprints on the cellar floor this
finlshed,
boek  agalnst the
roche nned locked Iy honds behind

YNick, his It gecined to you thot
the whole almosphere since we've
Lotlges  has
theatrical?"
tun?"”
that's what T mean.
odd that Phincas
fo anxious o get
down here the momont he heprd
rusticate

“Pata plan,” T eorvected him.,
Agaln he looked at me strangely:
expliined,”
went on, “thot he Is here only
in digtrony
Pats involvement in this meag 1

1

bt

af
ket
smoke
cigarets hung: nlmost
Put ond

un

down here ot all it it hadn't been
toi ner fether's coming Jdown,”
Churley pointed gut

I hadn't thgught of thut.  Phiness
Hudson was the hust man | would
suspeet of gulle, He had no need
for it. Or had he?

'-‘AND the Templess” econtinued '
Charley, “What are they do=
Ing here? And Erle Woolf?"

“"And the guy who slugged me
In the cellor,” T eoncluded dryly.

“I don't belleve it was Erie"
sald Charley, “or Bruce Temple,
for that matter.”

"“You certainly don't think it
wias Phiness Hudson?"

He didn't answer immedintely,
Then he sald:

“Moybe indirectly. Didn't Pat
nuggest that you go down Lo flx
the fire this morning”"

“Look, Charley,” 1 sald, "Got
this steaight: It T thought Paot
Hudion was ying to murder me, i
I'd be out hunting for the best
criminal lowyer In the ¢ountry to
ket her off,  And just remember
thig, Theie in't o single person
in our chummy Hitle group except
Pat, and possibly Brendn, who
could furnish o good alibl If he
were pinned down concerning this
morning's frocon.'

“You forget me” Charley suid
mildly. "I was in the kitchen
when  Brendo heord the scouffle
und Pot wos couking the cgge. In
order to find o thing, Nick, you
have to look: where It fsn't. I'm
|lu|1. sigeeating thot Pat Hudeson s
uut for your senlp, But hog It
laeeurred to you that ghe might be
an unwilling tobl of someons's?*

It hnd, But I merely sald: “Go
on,"”

“Suppose Phineas Hudgon knew
nll along thot there was some-
body here ot The Ladgor—piial=
bly somebody whate presence ha
had réason to conceal “That waould
aecount for his sudden desire to
Indulge In this—{tor him—entirely
unnatural outing. T4 wonld ex-
pladn hig wanting to beat yon
down here"

“But who the
ba?'"

Charley turned oul the palma
of his hands,

“T don't know. It's on'y o thee
ory. We have te consider all ane
iles.”
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HERE'S EXHIBIT A" I8 THE }
CASE OF JAWA'S DOUSED
BULB =~ |T'S LABELED WY
*500PER-DOCPER SHIMN GLOW
e PLAIN SOMPY WaTER
HE SOLD AT A SMALL PROFIT
OF 1,000 PERCENT /e
ONE OF THE GUCKERS
HAD THE STUFF ANALYZED
AND SWUNG A PUNCH .
RIGHT UP FROM THE
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Out Owr Way
' SH-H-A/ | WORE 'EM
OUT PLAYIN' WITH 'EM==

S0 BE CAREFLL AN
LEAVE 'EM REST TILL
YOU'RE READY TO GO
HOME -- THEY NEED

WHY MOTHERS GET GRAY

REST, DID Yol SAyT

THEY'LL BE AWAKENED.
_RIGHT NOW BEFORE
THEY'RE CRIPPLED
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