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GUAM, April T (U — Japan’s greatest battleship, the 40,000-ton Yamato, and five |
other “ltlﬁll!pw were sunk today by aiveraft of Vice Admival Mare A, Mitscher's carriey
task foreces in a naval-air pattle fought in the East Chinn sen. Morve than a fourth of
the enemy’s remaining fleet was destroved in the engagenent.

Three hundred and ninety -one  Japanese aiveralt werve shot down or destroved |
by Amervican aivmen in air battles Friday and Saturday ranging from embattled (]Iei:‘-l

awa to Kyushyu, Japan's most southerly home island.
Jupan thus gambled Her wining sutface and air fleet in a despevate attempl to stem
the inexorable advance of allied arms, and lost Leavily again,

A light eruiser of the Agano class, a small eruiser and thyde destroyers were sunk b
L. S, pilots in addition to the Yamato in the battle off southern Japan. The enemv's
fleet consisted of 12 warships. [

Three U, 8

. De troyers Lost
: American battle losses' were seven .umul! and three destrovers. Several 1|v:~l|'u_\‘v!'n — il

and smaller eraft were dumaged, flect Admiral Chester W, Nimitz announced -t ° ® oy

Twenty-two Japanese nlanes were destvoved or damaged on Kyoushu airfield by navy F ! e L
seareh planes, in addition to the 301 shot down in o great aevial victory rveminiscent of en er o - State Observance aZI "'les
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Today was the first time the sequestered ].i;}.u‘l-ﬂ' navy has ventured forth to do
battle since the great hattle of Levte Gulf Oct, 24-25, when the U, 8, seventh and fifth a Ita s
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