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Isolation of Ruhr Is

Near Complete as
Push Gains Speed

PARIS, March 31 (UP) Eight allied armies crashed
into the wilting nazis on the western front tonight driv-in- jr

within 170 miles southwest of Berlin and within 38
miles of closing; nn iron vise on the vital Ruhr industrial ."
urea,

PARIS, March 81 (UP) The American 15th army today,:
joined seven other allied armies for the final assault on Ger-

many in the west which already had overrun the western,
quarters of the reich and driven into position for an advance
upon Berlin from the western river line 165 miles from the
capital. ,

The 15th army has gone into action with the American
first and third armies as part of Gon. Omar Bradley's 12th

W .! r.

army group and now holds a front line position, it was an-

nounced.
It lakes its place beside four other American aimies the

first, third, seventh, and ninth the British second army,
the Canadian first army, and the French army now in action
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U. S. Ships, Planes
Continue to Blast
Jap Home Islands

Gt'AM, March 31 (UP) Pa-

cific fleet carrier task forces and
more than 100 supcrfoits raked
the Japanese from Okinawa to
the horr. island of Kyushu, 330
.miles.. tojt,norasVify--i- e

mahingT)lowB JwUT''y' mid
were preparations, forittjro!&ht '.invasion.. T V a- V.

More Gasoline For
Civilian When War
Ends in Europe

LOS ANGELES, March 31

(UP) The fall of Germany
will mean a large increase, pos-

sibly 50 per cent, in civilian
gafoline rations in the United
Stater, said Ralph K. Davis,
deputy petroleum administra-to- r

for war.
Davies said that any post-V-

increases will be nationwide,
not confined to the east coast.
He explained that "it will be
our policy to spread the bur-
den for fueling the Pacific war
over the whole country."

Continuance Of
,

ICoal Mine Wage
Pact is Ordered

WASHINGTON, Mar. 31 (UP)
The war labor board today or-

dered an unlimited extension of
the soft coal wage contract which
expires at midnight with full
retroactive pay to the miners for
any wage increases finally agreed
upon.

The board specified that "the
parties shall continue the unin-

terrupted production of coal."
The contract extension, the order
said, shall run "ontil the differ-
ences that now separate the par-
ties are peacefully and finally re-

solved."
The board also asked both the

mine union and the operators to
report to it next Saturday on
what progress they have made in
continued negotiations which will
resume Monday morning.

If the negotiations break down,
WLB said it will fix a hearing
date before the board for final
settlement of the disputed issues.

The four industry members of

the board dissented on the issue
of retroactive pay.

Immediately after the order
was issued, one operator said it
meant that negotiations "likely
would ba broken off" on Monday
in order to get the case before the
WLB "directly and as quickly as
possible."

John L. Lewis, president of the
united mine workers, said the
union was willing to accept the
order.

The operators later accepted
the order.

Americans Freed
From Fleeing Nazis

WITH THIRD ARMY, Ger-Mor- e

many, March 31 UP- )-
than 500 allied prisoners of war
were free today because they
were

They were part of a group of
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Nazi Line
Cracked
By Reds

LONDON, March 31 (UP)
Marshal'' Stalin announced

tonight, that Soviet forces
liave captured Nitrn, 45 miles
east of Bratislava, and driven

' forward across the river Vah,
or.lv ;)2 miles from Bratislava.

the Russian forces also
captured Calanta, 27 miles
east of Bratislava and 57
miles east of Vienna.

WK"Q?:..y!?L iHI?
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ern Hungary and southern
Silesia tonijfht were cracking
rapidlv and the Red army was
closing upon Vienna, Weiner
Neustadt and the south Aus-

trian center of Graz.
iMarshal Stalin announced

that troops of Marshal Foo-d-

I. Tolbukhin's third
army swept into the

southwest Hungarian border
towns of Vasvar, Szentgottard
i.nd Korniend, within 38 miles
of Graz.

To the north Soviet forces
wore across ithe Austrian border
and less than 40 miles from Vien-r-

In southern Silesia Ratibnr 18

miles north of Moravska Ostrava
and Bicskau, 13 miles west of

Katibor, were captured.
One report placed some Soviet

forces a little more than 20 miles
from the industrial center of Wie-

ner Neustadt, about 22 miles

joulh of Vienna.
Silesian Line Cracks

III Silesia, German reports
Enid, the Red army burst into
Katibor and Katscher in southern
Silesia, 13 and 21 miles respec-

tively from Morvaska Ostrava.
They also entered Glogau, 80

miles southeast of Frankfurt. Glo-

gau has been encircled for some
w oeks.

The tank forces were racing
toward Vienna under a security
blackout after turning the frontal
defense line anchored on Lake
Keusiedk-- r with a push across the
Austrian border at Koeszeg, 50

miles south of the capital.
Another column of Marshal

Fcodor I. Tolbukhin's third Uk-

rainian army group, also moving
under a security blackout, was
less than 40 miles southeast of

Vienna in a frontal advance to-

ward the Lako Neusiecller line.
Marshal Rodion Y. Maiinov- -

!.- j nrmv
'

erouo. on Tolbukhin's northern
ni. ,.;.. i nnmiclv struck nut
on a front for Bratislava,
capital of Germany's puppet state
of Slovakia and key to tne nrai- -

islava gap to Vienna,

Local Girl Second
In Speech Contest

Ruth Barlow of La Grande to-

day took second phl?e in the
state finals of the annual orator-

ical contest of the American Le-

gion, held in Portlnnd.
A United Press dispatch said

first place was taken by Herman
Robison of Portland with a talk
on "Philosophy in Action." Miss

Barlow sfmke on l"Our Living
Constitution."

MaryUo Hnliclt of Roseburg
:uA p,.Kr.i Mutiinif nf Reaverton
tied for third place. '

Employment Aide
It UniiQisitl Dies
Pirr.cvp rw.. HI VL '

Reports Say
Hitler Ready

To Halt War
LONDON, March 31 (UP)
European reports said Ad-

olf Hitler and the German
high command agreed at a
dramatic meeting:
ending early today that Gor-man- y

should seek an armis-- 1

tice, but apparently delayed
action when the nazis refused
to give up the governim-n- t

immediately.
The high command inform

ed Hitler that it was prepared
to negotiate for an armistice
if the nazi government would
quit, a Stockholm Tidninjron
quoted by the Exchange Tolc-Ijiap- h

agency said.
The staff officers were said

to have contended that contin-
uation of the war is impos-
sible in view of the allied
break-throug- h in the west and
the Soviet threat in the east.

Members of the council under
Kesselring and Von Schoerner
would be Hitler himself, Reichs-marsha- l.

Hermann Goering, Ges-

tapo Chiof Hcinrfch Himniler and
Grand Admiral Karl Doenitz.

Hitler was said to have told
the generals they could open
negotiations with the allies while
he and Himmler answered for
internal order.

Council Plan Rejected
Tidningen said the generals of

the high command rejected this
proposal. The final result of the
conference, which lasted from
midday yesterday to early this
morning, was not known, Tid-

ningen said.
The meeting was said to have

teken place at Hitler's head-

quarters. A Zurich dispatch to
the Exchange Telegraph agency
teid Hitler finally conceded at
the meeting that Germany had
lost the. war.

High command repiesentatives
told Hitler, the Tidningen said,
that German troops in the west
were no longer under the control
of their officers and that Volks-- ,
sturm units were giving up with- -

See NAZIS . . . Page 7

Newsprint Price
Boost Authorized

WASHINGTON, March 31 (UP)
The office of price adminis-

tration has authorized an in-

crease ol $3 a ton in the manu- -

laclurers ceiling price lor news- -

print, effective immediately. It

All newsprint sold in this coun
try will be covered by the new
ceilings, OPA said. The incic.i""
will raise to $01 a ton the ceiling
price for standard newsprint de-

livered to 38 "port cities."
The ceiling price for the base

;:onc No. 4 becomes S(i2 a ton
OPA estimated that its action

today would cost Amt-iica-

newspaper publishers about
a year. OPA puinVd out

that price.'i of newspapers are
exempt from price control.

The higher newsprint price.
OPA explained, was iH'ces;.)tat-i-

by increased production rAyts
for pulp woody

La Grande Bomber

Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Ainswoith
of 1!10 Adams aveffue.. were ad-

vised by the
yesterday that their son. Sg'
Donald J. A. Ainsworth was
wounded in action.

Sgt. Ainsworth is
on a bomber, stationed in
England. No details were giver,
except that it was an aim wound.
His last letter to his parents was
v. ritlen March Hi.

GO TO CHURCH EASTER SUNDAY In the hot holes of the Pacific and muddy trenchos of the
European fronts, in lhe magnificanco of St. Patrick's Cathedral in New York City, the spacious-
ness of Hollywood's famed Bowl, and the little clipboard country church, prayers for our fightiig
men go Heavenward to Him whoso resurrection is celebrated tomorrow Jesus Christ, Prince of
Peace. Join your supplications to those of millions by attending some church Easter Sunday.

ported tho fleet sank 18 Japanese
ships, probably sank 14 and dam-

aged 15 in two days near Oki-

nawa nnd then closed for a devas-

tating close-rang- e bombardment
of the island's defenses.

The attack still Was in progress
and Tokyo anticipated U. S. in-

vasion forces would go ashore at
any moment.

The 9 task force struck in
support of the Okinawa opera-
tion, hitting Kyushu heavily in
an effort to neutralize it.

Tokyo said American mine-

sweepers were now clearing the
approaches to Okinawa and that
a powerful transport armada is

heading for the scene.
Battleships and light units of

the IPacific . fleet meanwhile
blasted at shore installations on
Okinawa as currier planes hit
the main island of tho Ryukus
again today, Nlmilz said.

Fleet surface units on March
27 and 28 also bombarded tiny
Miniimi Dailo island, 300 miles
cast if Okinawa, and outside the
Ryukyu chain, which guards the
approaches to Japan, Formosn
and the China coast.

Nimitz reported that a carrier
task force of the British Pacific
I led struck at targets in the
Sakashima group of the southern
Rkukyus, less than 300 miles cast
of Formose.

Meanwhile, a strong force of
blasted targets and air-

fields on Kyushu, Japan's south-
ernmost island.

Enemy Rail Lines
In Italy Are Cut

ROME, March 31 (UP) A
bombers and fighters IkiAi.S!
fill nn,., mil linn, iMfN.M-.'- ii

County's Contribution to Red
Cross War Fund Hits $17,500

Union county's effort to aid the American Red Cross war fund
continued to grow today as campaign leaders indicated that total
contributions from all sources approximated $ 7.500 or $1,300
over the quota of $10,200 set for the area.

Latest checks were received from Union, when G. I. Hes, chair-

man for that area, turned in to headquarters $2, .105. 25, njarly 25

per cent over that community's quota of $2,000, and from the La
Grande Aerie of Eagles, amounting to $150.

- ' Id.ss said further donations are

against the Germans.
The sector taken over by the

15th army, under command of
Lt. Gen. Leonard Gcrow, was not

specified.
The 15th went into action as

the Third army drove into the
area of Kassel, key to the Ger-

man defense of the Weser river

WITH U. S. SEVENTH AR-

MY, Germany, March 30 (Do-- 1

a y o d ) (UP) American
troopr-

- wwn- - um m
orguiiMdi civilian idlllaM In
Gitron u toyi from -

c4 9wvMi.ra:
girls along tne eastern Dan it oi
lhe Msin river.

Scores of realdonts of
Schweinheim and Aschaffon-bur- g

sniped from hiddon van-

tage points at 45th division
troops crossing the river. Sixteen-

-year-old girls droppod
grenades from socond-stor-

windows.
Ono 15 year-ol- d girl was shot

while attempting to fire a ba-

zooka at passing tanks.

line. Tho third aimy was ad-

vancing at a rate which was ex-

pected to bring it to the city by
nightfall.

In the north. Field Marshal
Sir Bernard Montgomery's 21st

army group scored a fresh
of at least IS miles today

but tho location of Its forward
spearhoads, driving to a ju n

with the U. S. First army
which would soal off the Ruhr
from contral Gormany. was not
revealed.

However, it was known thai
armored forces on both sides
were eating up the remaining
distance toward a Juncture rapid-
ly.

A Paris radio report said the
forces had been linked in the
Paderborn area but this was not
confirmed.

The American First army and
ir;..i,i n,T..pi,t.i ui.. K.f..n- -

gomery's n armies
virtually sealed off the arsenal
cities of the Ruhr with converg-
ing drives from the south and
north that may already have
linked up on the stretch
between Paderborn and Muen-ster- .

Tank Drive Unchecked
Almost 3.000 American and

See RUHR . . . Page 7

German Industries
Bomber Targets

LONDON, March 31 (UP) A

huge aerial armada of at least
2,500 American and British(planes
locked some of Germany s big-

gest industrial cities today in a

shaUcrnig blow on the faltering
reich.

(jl'lie heavy assaults by the l S.

eighth air force and tho RAF
bomber command lashed prime
industrial targets as close as 30
miles to Berlin and ripped
through the nazi submarine yards
at Hamburg for the second
itraight day.

Lt. Gen. James II. Doolitllo
sent more than 1,300 Flying Fort-
resses and Liberators, with an es-

cort of 850 Mustangs and Thun-
derbolts, into the attack, while
the RAF mounted strong forces
ol Laneasters and Halifaxes with
Mustang fighter support.

2,000 captives the Germans set was the third ceiling price
the road for a forced march crease for newsprint since the

deeper into Germany as Sixth commodity came under price
armored columns raced trol in March, 1942.

Japs Put Up Weak
Resistance; to Ise
Island Invasions

MANILA, March :U (UP)
Japaneso defense throughout the
centra Pliilippines weic collaps-
ing rapidly today before Ameri-
can forces which seized control
of all but one of the major is-

lands in the archipelago.
Th? mounting campaign sent

U. S. assault troops swarming
over two more islands NVgros,
t he fou th largest island in the
Philippines, and little Cahallo in
Manila bay.

Elohol, between Cebu and Ley-t-

is tne only large island .'ili
held by tL-- Japam'.-e- .

St asorud veterans oi Maj. Gen.
Kapp brush's 401 h division land-
ed on the west coast ol NYkmis
Thui'Sfliiy aftei a amphib-
ious ln-- from ( Juiir.ai a l.iin)
unci in nine hours had established
.1 solid long b aenf vM

J he landing near r.ago, jusl
across from Gnimaras, was made
without oppo.Mion although some
rcatli red n was met as
the (Hips' moved inland under
the xuppoit of J.'ith Mr foiee
plant s and naval units.

In th:1 l.uon campaign, .''ith
division t'fOops hint n d on lin
Cabalio island in Manila bay
ou!li of Coi Tuesday and

dr(ve an t.lnnated a'iij Jaiiani.e
into tbe w-- t' in tunnel-- and

O
COMMISSIONER RENAMED

SAl'XM. 'he.. M. rtvi 31 U'Pl- -
V. 1.. It Cl.e to. puo
lis!:, i. has hi . n .ippomti .1 to
;.no!h' il,r.
m.'nii.t r of t!.e .tale ,i

( om.-ii;- i"li. Gov. K .il So.
nolinci I today.

('Ins Mnan.s '

tonioi

into the area south of Giessen.
Many of the prisoners were too

ill to march. Others lagt-'- d de
liberately and the Germans were
unable to make them keep up
with the' rest of the column.

Finally a large part of the lag-g-

ds were overtaken and res-

cued by American tankmen.
Most of the 2,000 pi isoncrs had

been captured from
b:r to early January during the
German counteroftonsive into
Ejlgmni.

Morehead Honored
JJj-

- Loggillg GrOUp
utehead, logging supcr- -

ntr..nrlflnf tV.t- - Ml finikr I iimluir

.... L.llt.J ..... 11.1. J y - VC,,I, .Cj

and northeastern Italy in front 7,
of the Eighth army, i wnS' dl, '

closed today. .Z
Mitchell medii' 7 wetfur '.;

in bak of the A lAfnSWa,.
attack rail br' ,J vfyrtie south
ern end of I' . o pass route
and in the sv ) near Ml- - i

Ian. '

vxprrk'd and that donators would
be li:.led as contributions are

He paid high tribute to
l is corps of woikers, saying

"I wantlo thank sincerely all
tl.o contributed so generously

.n.d Hie fino group of people who
aided to make our drive so suc-- j
eesslul."

The Eagles' contribution came
' as the result 'f a benefit ball from

which all pioceeds, $1110.211, were
Uil lli d over (f the lund. Lodge
members vot'.'d to n9.ik'.' the gift
;.n evin $150.

Many Aid in Drive
Hess listed his committee soli-

citations as follows:
Contributions aKtbe Hirst e

COUNTY . Page 7

Appeal is Filed
In Ward Seizure

CHICAGO, March 31 (UP)
The government filed an ai'al
in federal court today in wich
,t contend rtf)t hat army seizure of
n rtain Montgomery Ward &

company propel ties was legal.
I lie appeal sought n versa! ol

a decision by reiler.il District
Judgo Philip L. Sullivan last
January inai seizure oi me prop-- c

rliis after a n (usal by the eom- -'

pany to obey a war labor board
directive in a wage dispute was

I illegal.

Governor Urres
Supporl of Relief
nothing Campaign

SALI.'M. Ore., March .'II (UI')
Kull support of tin people of

Oregon for the collection of

tlothinK for war relief was
urged by Gov. Karl Snell today.

The governor designated Ap-

ril us the "Unil-v- nations
lo'hing collection month" and

snid should do its share
in accumulating the I5n,i(u;i,0il0
pounds of clothing m cded
lioiu Hie nation.

'lhe only available source of
illothing for overseas nliel
.'hipnient is from th.' collection
oi serviceable, used (lollies in
Anieni an lioint s, he s.'iid.Q

Walkout Ties Up
llig I'acking Plant

KANSAS CITY, Kans., March
"I MM'; A l'llan picket line

!o; i;i d ti,e entrance to the big
Ain.our and company packing

In re loday, closing all pro -

,,,,, on (!epaitiiiei v. In re al.i.ut
p, isons ai - iVloje i.

Tin' work stoppage, charac.
'ed as "unauthoi ied." spiead

lio ni it walkout yisterday of 10

i Ii Hi ici. ins.

fcdmDifiW at Starkey. today was'fJlIiinPr WniinrlH

The grouiSt Campaign, how-
ever, continued relatively quiet
with activitv limited to scattered
patrol operations. . "

Coos Bay is Hit
lly Cosily Blgize

COOSAY, Ore., March 31

(UP) An early morning fire
of undetermined oiigin that for
an hour threatened the heart ot
the business district caused thou-
sands of dollars damage here to-

day. Two firemen were over-
come.

Local fire apparatus was aug-
mented by coast guard equip-
ment and a coast guard fire boat.

'.iffis Jiim-- Smith, known t:rtt n(i6intain logging conWce
hunrirftTUpivorsilv otpn'n the three-da- mooting drew to
sturtenls as'emplnvmont WretaO' V clo.e in Boise. ijj
of the school &e 10:t3..dicd to- - Hy II. Roonoy of Lewiston,
oay after a lengthv illness. Ida., was elected president, and

Coming 'to the University f Charles P. (K)m of Missoula,
Oregon in 1033. aMnnt., was

cm'ploymciSo fo(y oasuror.
students. This has grown until) The conference closed with a

. ivnua vice prt'aiacm ui

luncncon tor nc Doara 01 airec-Xnr- s

and a panel discussion on
logging operations.

at the present it is a ?

Placement office for thw'nti.'c
university. Viy


