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' U.S. Armada Hits Okinawa

Invasion
Expected
By Japs
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Sowets Take Nazi Hubs
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May End Threat
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La Grando Residents WI" l.ay.r Advances Are
Aside Mundane Affairs to Join
In Observance of Good Fﬂdayl_M—agg In Twin

Berlin Drives

LONDON, Maurch (Uim-
Marshal Stalin tonlght annpuncod
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guidation of the Germans cnell-
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their pifshore supply ships

Sixty carrier planes, hitting the [ Eram.
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ich Is Imminent

Separation of Ruhr from Central

Germany Looms; U.S. Vanguard
Is 125 Miles from Czech Border

PARIS; Mareh 20 (UI) — Allied nemies started vipping west and centval Germany apant
today, raging to sever the Ruhe from the centeal veich, deiving two-thitds of the way to
the m,ll frontier and pomnting spearheads at Kassel and Hannover, 166 and 142 ailes
lwpuulivuh from Bevlin,

The whole of west central Germany was being eliopped  up by crigs-crossing  armored
coluning rampaging ab such speed that headguartors was unable to keep up with their
posilions.

The British second and American ninth a'mies were racing castward under cover of a
security blackout in a dvive pointed toward Hannover, One report placed them: already
past. Muenster, some 227 miles west of Beriin.

UL 8. First Avmy Gains 40 Miles

The American fivst army drove 40 miles north from Giessen (o Hallenberg 21 miles
northwest of Marburg in o surprise race to cut off the sastern connections of the Ruhr
und to Torm n juneture with the 21st army group forees {o the north!

The fourth wrmored division of Li, Gen, George 8, Patton’s I.hh'd wrmy plunged ahead
31 miles on the rond to Kassel and Berlin. It veached Lautorbach, 201 miles southwest of
Berlin, and 13 miles northwest of Fulda, AU this point il was neaving the borders of
Thuringla provinee. 3

The third grmy elenrved L\m-llaini-« of Franwiurt, The thivd army now holds 8,790

- e Square miles of German teryi-
Lory.

Mannheim, gront Rhimo in-
dusirial .cldy acress from Lud.:
wigshalen, was reporied fte
huve surrendered witheut fight
ac o ropuit of felephene ar-
rangemonte belween the mayor
and the American seventh
army. [t was the first bly Gor-
mpa town lo quit withewt a
stand,;

Partlal or tolal sveurity black-

outs eloaked allicd operations,

But Field Muarshal Sir Bernard
Montgomoery's British sccond and
American ninth armies were on
the loose in a fost casternward
swoep which radio Luxembourg
sl had  earcled them  beyond
Muenster.

Pincers Throaten Naais

The U. 8. first nrmy was do-
veloping a pincers threat too the
wilting nuzis,

One wrm of the first urmy was
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., { polnted for Kassel, 160 miles

et \ southwest of Berlin
Lk Pilscn @ A geeond was  heading due
L nurlh. having. left Giessen belore
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ALLIES SWEEP THROUGH GERMANY — Advances of Ameri-
can forces on the westorn froat are almost too fast for map makers
fo koep up with thom. The above map gives the high polnts of
the current gaiss, While iwo U, 8. armios converged on the Hes-
slan capital of Kassel, British plunged through defensc lines al
Muonster, The mayer of Mapnheim is reporied o have surrender-
ed to the Americans,

Gen. Eisenhower to Head

‘Important Qpeeth’

LONDON, March 20 (UP)—The
Evening Standord reported. from
Ligbpn today that Adoll Hitley
wis oxpectod to maoke an “ime
porfant speech™ withing the next
few days.

The report was ativibuted o
thiy puper’s Lisben covrospondent
who quoted Argentine diplomatle
quprters s his source.  He soid
the speceh’ would e "unusual,"




