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NRA'S HRST BIRTHDAY
Fond as we are of celebrating anniversaries. e let the

IJlue Eagle's first binhd.iv slip by without su n.uch wish-

ing the old bird many happy retuiDs of the riay. Tiie truth
pro!ab!y is that hardly anybody knows just what to think
of the critter. This is partly due to what has hap;er.ed to
the bird since it chipped its; shell, and partly U the peculiar
psychological circumstances under which it was born.

The Blue Eagle was the product of despair and hope.
When the National Industrial Recovery Act was passed, we
were in a nood to accept aimoot any program. Congress mir-

rored the national mind pretty accurately, in those days, and
Congress was disposed to approve practically anything that
called for definite action. There was a widespread convic-

tion that the one truly fatal tiling would 1. to go on drifting,
and that even in do the wrong thing would be a great deal
better than to do nothing at all.
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