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MOCKING HOUSE

BY WALTER C. BROWN
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Iavper kax wol been ahile 1o mur u'
fle J.-I.! found a wet pidce of atritiy

l[rau with tha wivalery Now
he has o located (he coxivmer i ho
sofd o dinovise (o 'oue af the siiile
dercd el s that lie ght re-
wemibile Dufreste,

Chaptar 26
CRANK LETTERS

"']‘IIIS maon eamo o with a ple
ture. Pagtlottl ndded, *a olip
plng from a fewspnper, showing o |
man with s beard He sald |t was al
fridnd of hie and that hoe wauted ta
make blmselt Gp Hike him ns a Joke.
We studied over the pleture and |
myself trimmuod the heard and mous:
tache to mateh ns 2o wishod.”
“Waa there o name printed wnder
the elipplng? Would you recognize
the pleture agiln ™
Pugliowd shrug hla regrets, =1
do not remember, | wanld have for-
gotten all, oxcopt for thie elipping ™
Harper pondered a moment. “Can
you recall anything olse about Whis
man? Was he wellglressod? Did e
ecame i an autorobllet Was hils
manner nervous or eecretive?™
“There was nathing out of the way
about hils mannér, The atler ques- |
tions | cannot answor,™
The detortive touk a lang pull bn
his plpe, “Ooe more gueation. Me.
Pagllotts, You know e
hought that dligutss from you hns
been killed, 1t hoas been saggestod |
that e wWis cingy—n dangerous ma-
nine. What do yon sny to that ™
Pagliolt!'s answer was lmmeifate,
axploglve. “Oh, no, no. 1 ifo uol be
Heve 1t Not that man,™
Harvper smiled, “I'm
ngres with, vou,
mueh, Your Infar
helpful to uat
The ltalinn bowes polltely, shook
hands, and departed with the alsry
Mr. Harrls, leaving Harper with
new anid pu uldition ta his cols |

man . who

Inclingd to
Thark yon very
atlon should be

1ection of aneerning 1 mys- |
terlous affale, The detective begsn |
to laal hrough the paekel of erank

lettera which Dufresne bnd borned

|
oavar Lo Lhe police.

There were elght of them in al, |
the eatllest postmurked Novembor
“thy o Hitle more than five weeks

after the purchase of the disgulse,
What had the mnayg ader been do-
Ing thowo five weeks? Why had =sueh
n lbr mterval elapsed before his
allegesl letters hogan  bombarding
hig fntended victim? Dutresne had
not even bean back in the clty from
s summer yvacatfon when this man
Lind appeared at Pagliotti's,

I this nameleas mun had really
intended to KIN Dulresne, why bad
=0 without all this fan-
i langunge? |
¥ been {il.’-l:
not that of |

: ang hn
IHis coursa had corta
ol the cowaridly “oran
Ui dotermined Killer,

The butler pih
den thoughit you might ke n bito of
lunch, sie. L ¢an be served lu here,
80 that It will not inlerrupt your
work. 1a the u- anything specia) 3--[1
would Hke?

. "Alts, Croy-

endy In Ball an hour, |
|

“Fine. In the meantima, will Juu|
19k Mra. Whitmore to ¢ome Lere?

\[f'  WIHITMORE
toh minute to 4
Tha detectiva

Viitiis

peatrance,
what Ll
the m
sanetity o b,
tongne wonld be wag v |
eilly. A great doal of the talk .\mllli'
b mre Iille gosslp mmd o
bt milxed with this mnst
rily (b mauy lema of
wlodge that would be (hvalu
mid e bu henr thom,

1 Mra. Whitnmore did m
her appen tude nod the
) lelt no doubt

» Al ‘\l[

Mra i\'u;m ¥
tlons to nsk. As

.1 huve some qies.
1 now know,

do morder hore last |
14 Infor

AN m W
1nt you .mJ all the others to un:
deratnnd that y
Harper p
Prologie was l
Lo womnmn Mo, Wh
nodded eurtly. "1 tunder
Butt didne ! 1
Itangl |«

1" she at

£ h tod
n't know anything about
ed haughtily,

"0t course L Don't miapader- |
aind .y pur n sending lor
Let ua start a Uitls way baelk. |

| prepardtion needed was to repl

came of her®'

| with any one.

| hnd been deelded up

|
was liere

| that, But Mrs

¥ | oftes

As 1 understand It, you apd Mr
Whitmore were left in sole chars
of this housa while Mr. and Mre
Dufresne went to thelr aumiogs
home at Moose Hend Ladge?”

“You, 8ln."

"The Dafregnes left early In Jnly
and did oot relurn uvntl late Qe
tobor ™

""That's right.*

“Duripg all the time of thelr db-
gence, there were no disturbances,
Ho attempted burgiaries, no prowl
ors nt night, vor suspicions charpe
ters seen In the grounds?”

“Nat

"Dl you bave any vislipra of your
own, relatl or [rlendat"

“Wedid 2

“The hpuse wns never e
cupled, thon, even for a duy?"

“Never,” The housckeeper wan
rapping out her stpecato repiles as
quickly, as the detective fired his
quegstjona,

“Which rooms did vou acoupy ™

“Qur nsual onea—the donble led
room on the third flopr, front.”

‘Oh, | thooght your quarters were
over the garage?!

"Those are only temporary,”

l_ ARPER struck off oo o new lne.
"Dl yoo know Ofeer Hamlill,

the policeman who was killed

“Only by sight. 1 remember seelng
hlm about the nelghhorhood. I
didn’t know bis name*

DI e ever stop to talk(™

“Joli, my Wusband, talked to hilm
sevoril timea over the fence n the
evenlngs. Hue never echtne lote (he
grounds, that 1 saw."

“How did you koow when the
hoiae was to be openod ngnin?"
Ir, Ditfresne sent mo o telegrnm
the day they started bome, All the
enlnh
noetlfy the

the food
il
“0h; the

gnpply and

o wid oo muld? What be

he lofe™
“Dischnrged
"No, ahie laft of her own nepord,”™
“What renson dii she give? Had
shi been with the Dufresnea long?"
“Ahont n year and o half. 1 didn't
ngk her rensons for leaving, She
gave Mra, Dufresne the usual two
wenks' notlee” Mra, Whitmore's

|lutlc made {t plaln that she had not

been overly friendly with the makl,

"What wos her numei"

“Ellen Becker.”

“Do you have her present nd-
driss

“1 do not. 1 balleve she has rela-
Lives somewhero In the elty, but I'm
not  gure. Mre, Dufresue  would
know,"

"Surely yon have
why nhe left, Mrs
apoma Very unusual that she should
wilt all summer to resume her du-
ties hiere In the fall and then leave
after o few weoks, Surely she had
some oxplanation to make?"

“Bllen was alwnys close-monthed
and stand-offish,” the housalies:
roplied. “She never made [riends

somo fdea na to

“Why wasn't she repiaced "

¢ othat time the redecorating

1 and started,

o went to the

no need for a
wos opondd

Mr. and Mra, Dufy
Austerlitz, There wo
mald until the houss
agnin™

“I understand '\l..,
rocted the clhnr

wns gol
"Oh raa In and out all
tho thme about this aund

en helped o Jot

with it too™

"Ilhl Mr. Dunfresne come out

“Poarhaps twice o woe
thing

k. to see how
were golng, He left all the de-
n4 to Mra Daffesne, though

“Well, that glved me a protly ¢lear
idea of how things & over Lho
summer hut 1 need & maore de-

i1 uhau! II:I!1

\\ as II| r whe -"(‘ thing Ia (LB
e fifm or were the vr

In

“Then the only W-II'H'I‘F'I
were In this house were ln the
ploy ¥**

“Yea. TI

them, worki
bops o dox
we

, Indeed, A Mr, Holllday

charge of the whole job. He wa

lera evary day."
"What were Lhe y
o i Hinlf-pas

ting hoorsT"

four

flapyright 1333, by' W r 0. Brous
Tomb W, Harpar glvea Mre.
Whitmors some startling inferma-
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ICE CREAM POWDER

AUTHORIZED
DEALER FOR

FRIGIDAIRE
See Us For
Eleetrie Refrigeration

Fred Spaeth

Vain 586 1103 Washington

Sun-Proof Paint
“The Palnt That Lasts™
PITTSBURGH PAINT
STORE
- )

Electric Rug Washing ﬁrr\trr

Beach

The Aroma — The Flavor
and the Price—

are the big factors in
Airway's popularity

LA GHANDE EVENING OBS

QUALITY

THE EAT-WAVE IS QUITE
A Problem, Especially
SAFEWAY STORES are at your service to
furnish you with the choicest of food sup-
plies at Real Saving Prices.

in the Summer Time.

-
PRICES 8

EFFECTIVEFI'IQ

LILY WIHITE

FOOD Sat., July 27-28

i9b. sk SA.49

8§ ca

SAFEWAY

lour

AT LA GRANDE STORES ONLY

Milk

TALL CANS

AT LA GRANDE STORES ONLY

T.OT a1, I-LU
gar " 59c i
= 3 BAG

ALL FLAVORS

Jellwell 3 pk

PALM OLIVE

Soap

|"f!'|l:] R_i].ll-

Feas

S
3 bars 14c
2 cans 19¢

U'PAH

Solid Pock

| | PORK & BEANS

VAN

omatoes 2 cans 25

: FREE! TOMATO SAUCE 4 o 19¢
; Bottle of Nadja 1
- _ . ..P‘J,"J“,{”w, SOAP STERLING HEALTII 4 sas 19¢
8| rost moastiEs | e () SC & !
= et, Soap wrappers — || LIGHT GLOBES et e, . }()e
H [l;}';}\;;:.' !\'f';!lsz':”f’f Soap MARSHMALL()WS FLURFHRST };K}; lﬁc
SWANSDOWN 29° BRAN FLAKES oss ke, 9¢
Pkg. zsc
2 & : e FRESH FRUITS ©
_‘- BARING POWDER G[rrff;:ﬁ?r.r‘.l;lt B Y':l:‘;eal.t.li”é]ﬁ o VE GE T A B L E s
: CALUMET Nel PCa yaur sales lp Well Bleaehiod wid) criap
Lb. Can 9 pc 5 = BCITIE ~ 2R SCRLERY cvoe 15e
_ _ _ BEST FOODS PRODUCTS MELONS 2¢
M'O‘Tlr I{"R S (u)ﬁ\qu Mayonnaise 29 LFM()N 5 vor. 25¢
&2 S o IlCANTALOUPES s 5ec

20 1o 24-10), hoxes IKibertas

Salad Dressing ............... 26¢

Whits

King

Gran. Soap

Large Pky

29¢

PEACHES

79¢

It.
.16¢

Tapioca Salad Dressing .............. BOX

Minute

13e

Pkg.

W Do oum panr




