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FIRST SCHOOL IN LA GRANDE OPENED DOORS IN 18()2

Rude Log Cabin In Old!
Town Tanght by Provi-
dence M. Currey. |

Boventy-1wo Wars ago, one year
nfter the first house was built in
Lo Grande, educntion Inm the,
Grande Roode wvplley put noan !
nppearinoe, the stepping stone to
cultural progress that today sees
La Omnde us the edurational |
centor of o great aror, soat of tho |
only institution of higher learn-
Ing In Orefon enst of the Cascade |
range of mountaing

In o mue log cabln in Olg
Town, Providence M Currey
taprht the
Goinde in 1062, Today his grand-
son, CGuorge H. Cuirey, I in busi-
ness here.  Providence M. Cur-
roy’s schoal was n private ong
located in his home on B stroeet,
The first five studints to ottend
wiro Joo Ba ‘mrnh Russell
Russell, Ads
d her slster, Es-
ther nn-\m 1"JI et

A fow yoara luter the first pub-
He sehool wis orectod on i st
kuoll pear the mouth of Ml cat= |
yon, The bullding was n two-|
sty wood structure with wwo
rooms—ihe older chifldren  up-
gruirs pnd the younger ones on |
the fimst floor, There were no
gradotl claises thin atd ns soon
ny o child finished the books that
were ubked downstilrs,  he \\|w|
moved 1o the upatalrs room,

I 1888 the “old white school”
won bullt on Second and K streets,
back of where Central school now
ntands,  Te  Swrnlshed  the  first
high school course avallable in
La Grande. 'But it proved inade-
auite, bnd two yenrs later a two- |
room brick schiool wias ercoted on
Fir street, Then came the old
Blue Mountsin university which
for many year was a leading in-
stitution of higher learning in
Lhe state,

“In 1899 Central school waa built, |
serving as both high and ig'ruael
school, Oreenwood wis next in
1908, and tho others followed in |
rapid order. |

Fivo years ago the Eustern Ore-
gon Normal school was bullt he
parking the final step in r.he]
present educntionsl eet-up here.
Already hundreds of students hnve
beon graduated at the E O, Nl
with o class of 89 receiving diplo-
mas early this June,

The La Grande High school
-ndq“lm, fiass numbered 128
this yeam and in all the schools |
in the eity, including the Normal |
school, there are nealy 2500 stu-
dents receiving education through
the spring, winter and Tall
mottha,  The public schools here
not only draw from La Orande,
but many feom clsewhere in the
coutity send their children to this
city for ihelr first 12 years of edu-
catlon.

UNION COUNTY
COURT HOUSE |
A ‘TRAVELER'

Storles nbout early doys In Un-
lon ecounty mre hardly complete
without some mentioning of mu
“travellng' eourt house. In orief, |
here's the focts about the mate
ter:

The court house and county
sant first wns established in 1864
in La Grande, but before long,
other towns started attempts to
get It In 1872 6 vote wna taken
to declde whether La Grande, Oro
Dell, Union, Swmnerville or Cove
shotld become the county seal,
but none of the five recelved o
majority. S0 a second election
wns held, this time in November,
1874, with Union and La Geande
the chief contestants, Unlon “won,
and when It came to moving the
county sent to Union, a Unlon |
delegation enme 1o La Orande and
loaded the old log Jull on wheels
cut ‘from » Jjog and moved the
entive thing to Unlon, Yordiog
Cnthering creek to get there,

Unlon remmined the county seat
until 1802, when it wes moved
back to La Crande, severn] oen
of this city polng to Unkan ane

rEt pehiool In' Ld b

CELEBRANTS QU]T SPEAKER
WHEN FIRST TRAIN WHISTLED

“¥ou bet T was there when that
Tirst train publed in," says Alrs,
hargaret Wallsloger Ollver, now
here frum Portland for the big
colebmation, “We hnd a big fum-
iy of chilldren, but T never stayed
0t home of the chlldren’s nec-

{eount, T had ssen  pletures of

onzines pulling trains of cars and
T bad n protty clear dded of how
thay should look, but I had never
seen o real puffing, smoling,

chugeing ono,  When the date |C

wos seb for the grand entry of
thnt train ioto La @Grande, T
w L would be there, A trip
to La Crande wons plways somes- |

| thing of pn event and ocouplod

thy greater part of o day, bnt
never had n trip been looked for-
ward  to with such elgemess ps

| the Fourtix of July celebiration in

1884,
“Mr.  Oliver and I, with some

lof the children, went to town in

the fumily hack, We lved at
the old home place (now in the

fdrawn by two farm horses could

got U to town In one and o holf | Btacey:
| to two hours, We proceoded to

the place up on the hill where
the celebritlon wid to be hedd,
with the big borbecue dinner ot
noon,  We all took owr dinner

Y. prominent
tather of Ceorge Currey,
was o bizg orowd

MASONIC GROUP ELECTS

The following were eldcted and
Installed ns officers of Lan Gramde
ndge, A P, and A, M,
L oH, 8, Birangoe: 5, W,
J. W., John MeAllster;
trensuirer, M, P, Honan;
Valeria distriet) and the haek |3, L. Curtis; 8, D, H. O, Cotner;
J. ‘D, B. F. Owsley;
Btewnards,
and F.  Allen—>La
o, 126, 1880,

BRANCH COMI'LYE
In the year 1908 the nxtonulull

LA GRANDE BOASTS OF FINE
RECREATIONAL ADVANTAGES

La Grande, and the surround-
There ing country of Unlon and Wal- |in the fall, or from snakiog o 20«
I re- !lown counties, presenuts the leads
What Col, Currey was |ing seoreationnl area Io Eastern |of fine flaling streama to ple-
shying, I do not remember, but I} Oregon, In Inct in most of the
do know thut before his address | Inland Empiee

Hod progresssd. very far, thiat on-|
gine whistled and dld that audi-
once ot up and run!
over to the ede of the hill where
think the Normil school now
and thers
. Curey's one-time respectiul
. nll breathless and ex-
+ gresting the nolsy,
lron home o varied ways.
ahiltren \mm wild sud the oldor | Mavterhorn or Bagle Cap, or in
not wvery fnr behind
thran 1n the mntter of thrills®

SBjituated o= it s at the zate-
way to Wallown lake, "the Swits-

lertiing  of  America,”  annually

thouwsands of people, from both
heme and outslde polnts, pass
throtigh La Orande en route to
the mighty Wallowns for n period
of enmagrngt, biking, fshing, mar-
volling at'the magnificont scenory,
porbnps climbing the 10,000-Took

ROMC  WUY el joy an out-of-door
vacation to tho Pallest,

Of the thousands who go to
the Wallowas, hundreds stop in
thin city to play golf on the La
Grando country, ¢lub course, un-

sununer, stop hwte o drive (o
the top of ML Emily, 6000-foot
peak north of Lo Grande whern
un unusunlly Impressive pastoral
posesd, and briog o fine Income
wntors throughout Unlon and
Wallows countles asttract  hun-
dreds of othen.

In fuot, tiking La Gtande na

baskets dnd had some of the meat|of the La Grande-Elgln branch | the hub of s recrention conter,

{from the animnl which hnd besn
rojsted {ny the pit,

“Among other things on  the
program wns an oddress by Col,

Une rallvond was ecompleted into | thero s Htie that ean be sought
Joseph, providing
64 miles of line,
gln was bullt In 1800,

for and not .ound—from swim-=
ming In faultless pools here, &t |

Plue Cone nmd ot Cove, to hunt- !

ing phunsants, grouse and eer
inch trout frony any of n numbor

nlcking above the timberline af-

|8or o morvelous Tide over well

kept romds through somoetimes vie-
gin forosta,

The recreational possibilities of
this portion of the siate Is ono
of the chicf charma of extstenco
here, and a8 n resule nearly every
citizon I un ardont sportanun,
following out a course, his own
purticular ideas In the sport he
chiopatn to anjoy.

—_——
OWNS HREWERY

Jullus Roesch s the proprictor
of the only brewery in the clty.
He lins Lad the miafortune to
have two brewery bulldivgs de-

(etroved by fire but now has o
: [questionably one of the fines, |
sportiest in the northwest, Other |
hundredn; ospecially In the Iato |

substuntial Bullding of brick that
I proctenlly flreproof. He I8 a
membor of the gity counoil and
Is among Lo Grande's most pro-
ferondive oitizens—La Qranie Cid-
zette, Dec. 26, 1800,

MIGHTY HUNTER
Whille ofi a hunting trip last

:Bumm:.-. G M Richey sucoredoed

Lin bagging » good steed coyote,
“Mie™ in becoming quite on ex-
perienced hunter, nd with
UMing leotle ves tog" at his heold
ho wages woar with anvthing that
prosses hin pathu—Loa Grande Gne
zotte, Sept, 23, 1803,
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Here With the Railroad

We are proud of the fact that it was Osear Wheeler Moon who
was the engineer on the first train to run into Lia Grande,
B0 vears ago.
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Proud, plessed sndl well satisfied too, that he was followed here by his
son, Bdward ¥. Moon, father of Fdward 0. Moon, Harry W. Moon and
Blmer H. Moon, proprietors today of the Moon Drug Co., of this city . ..
Proud we ave too of the business buiit and the part the Moon family has
played in the growth and progress of La Grande . . . With our patrons we
have constantly strived through fair and honest dealing to repay the
. favor of generous public patronge accorded this firm over these many
years we have succeeded here in business . . . And we pledge & continuance
of square dealing into the future of what we hope and trast will be most
successful, happy vears for one and all of La Grande and surroonmding
territory.

. MOON DRUG CO.

FIR AT ADAMS :
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