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LA GRANDE EVENING OBSERVER,

LA GRANDE, OREGON

Her Homestead Now La Grande

1] taytime and by private

conves-
mce. It e doubiiul if apother
roadd of equal lengih o Amerles
passed  tlroagh so  dellghtful &
variety of meuntain scenery.”

ORO DELL A
FINE TOWN
IN YEAR 82

Oro Dell, enee o thriving village
o mule wost of L Grande, fuded
away Tollowing the coming of tho
rallrond to Euatern Oregon lalf
W ocentury ago.. But In 1882, two
yours provious to the areival of
Lhe flet passenger traln, it woas
o thriving Nwtle villnge with one
Atare, o flouring mil and sawanill,
W blocksmith shop, chting house
nnd n saloon. Tho mills  and
stare and e largest munber of

the housed belonged 1o W, J.
Snodgrass.
Back o 1862 it was predicted

that when the rallroad was com-

JACOB NIBLER

ONE OF THE

FIRST SHOP WORKMEN HERE

T was up on thas ML Tegging
with an ok team Wwhen that first
trale opme  through bere,” sald
! b Kib who later becamo
of the fimst men employed tn
the aliops uiter they were lotated
i Lo Grande, "I went 1o work
in the shops on Asgust first, 1885
nud was redived din 10247 Afr. Nib-
e roliited,

AMfr. Nibley nlso atated. that Le
upd BN, Webber, the fhmt sliop
| foreman, worked In  the first
shops, and e (Mr. Nibler) hung
wil the machipery in the shops
wilols wis sed In the beglining
of fta openition here, His fimt
job was that of “wiper” amd he
Leld varlous positions until fi-
nally He bBeddme Joreman,

In apedalting of  the -hardships
and harrowing oxperiences of the
early rallronders, e stated that

entipe maonth, The remainder of
the time was spent on wrecking
tralng golng oub piter wrocks,
pléiing them up, repalring  the
yereclaige, (ete He stated thint
wrecks were not only the usunl
oeowrrence, but were expected nl-
et every day, and the unusunl
thing was not to have o wreck
| during o single day ot some polint
b or neay Ly Grande,

At the e of lls retirement
in 1920, Mr, Niblet wis foreman
aof the shops, which pesition ho
bl hidd for seversl years, Ho
now makes hiv home on Bast Ad-
ama where he has lived since lis
retirament,

[WORKING ON WATER SYSTEM

Work on the new water syatem
In Lo Grande s progressing rath-
lef slowly, owing chiefly to thoe

ploted, 1t would glve Orp Dell o | from ndsunl necount which he | pon-ur al of :lw.n-m:ainuer of
new  start, ‘which wil doubtless kopt of his work, during Janu- | Hhe pupe, At the li'*l‘F\Jil‘r all I.“
sesult A0 its bocoming the elief |wfy of 1AYY Yp wlept dn hild own | now ready foy the water. — I.“'
town In the county" Bed JUFe exacli’ 8iX hours of the 'Grande Gazetie, Sept, 24, 1803,
1
1
pletured nhove, hind watehed modern La
nothing fo o rnoelty. I v Lhe
I brought the buashiness sectlon teom e W o the
Tty the Grandy howestosd wos (he only  babltation Nere,
Thp ol Greody home stoad st Adops and Fouarth, aml wos
roodaved within the dast decide to make oom for the bulid- I
Ing ol the La Grawde hotel, I
1 gy |
MILLING OF FLOUR THE |
Al i
OLDEST INDUSTRY HERE
Thie oldesr Indusiry In Unlon (the Plonesting Flourlng MUl now
county, and omne that wus sterteed | stands,  Tn 1096 the Island City
1 yenrs before the comdng of the | Merountile and Milling  company
rallrond, in that of milling of [sold out' to the Ploneer Flour )
flour, The fimt flour mill of  Mill Go, with B Kiddle as prosi- [
which thete was any record was ‘:lml. gl manager, W, . Hunter
bullt in La Grande by John Wil- |an vice prosident, and ©, H. Bid-
Kinaon o the year 1863, It wos n well na secrotary. This was ‘the
ape-run stons mull, using steam | parent company from which the
ta supply the power, and was 1o- | present system of  Kiddle rnlihl
catad fn MU Creek canyon above  and warghouses in the Grande 5
La Grande, This mill could grind | Ronde valley wis establishied, e ere O : ere
put nbout 10 barrels of flour o
oy, The mill iater was sold to 1 rr
Mr. Crandall, of Ol Town, who Iflﬂh OI’ ER ’
opernted 16 for soveral yeatrs, John i I n ! a f s- -
Onvinesn pold the fimt crop aof BLUE I}IT' IN
whent e ralsd in this valley to 09
e Whkkineon mill, receiving &1.60 8“ TOOK DAY
n buahel, |
W “ﬁf..;'fff"n’,'.‘.‘&‘"T..ﬁi..i’r“'afi'ﬁ Donk 15/ L0, OR0. TR Wi Tee But we would have enjoyed heing here in those
> A * ¥ tho U. P. liron J . v ¥ o1 , i i
Mouo bure mill nt Unlon, which | oo o m;:dl:"::l;“,"‘:‘“x ol happy days following the coming of the railroad.
ho opesated for pevernl yewrs, but | (TS T ” vi ““‘ In our opinion, those must have been great times
ieatly,lt Sl ied. dy oy 'mbu‘ ;1:::‘“1’\: : :::; Tl and we envy all those who were here and con-
)out thin time James Rinehart | tho o ns endle- | = R Ny s
alsn bulit » wnter-power ntone | pon to Lo Cande. “A dark nnd ﬁ::‘;:u\];le ‘-hmﬁ:ﬁt‘[:-mh }l‘lrllf“-ll'}:e’l\lcﬂ they per
burd il st Sungnersille, WhICH e trip® 15 D. H, Stearns el I bu 1g this Line city,
wil operated untll about the time
the tailtond came, Whon 16 wis re- | TRCRIA It inon booklet published b ] ]
modeled nnd eonverted fnto a rol- | that yenr, “In the middlé of th", we re Tryug To no
ler  process mill imum wo changed horses  ut
Rot oni pftor phe FRleehart lagecham's' of Lee's  Encomp- our Part No"
mill wns bullt Ruhl and Martin ment, w8 1t s sometintes called, |
endeted  another stong mill at a s el 3
Sinuervilie, luter dispodng of 1t The station s probably the old- In the past eight years since establishing our busi-
to George amd Hobert Ruckman, |est bullding now inhabited in all ness here we believe we may modestly say that
who modeled 1t loto s roller of Ewstern Oregon. It Is bullt = . " ael T w - % QT
Bl At {1805, (Ols nand Hare |GF grest e Togs, hown e, we ]ill..\L -Cl.l!lf.lllluh d in some measure toward the
Ker bullt & small  water-power ond has some 90 rootu, all pr- better dvelopment of La Grande and surrounding
mill at Qo Dell, whichi later they | msu:mlTwm; :,tmu'. walls ‘;rl hewn territory. Our firm, though not early established
nolld 1o Suodgriss and Mionor, [t logs, WO lmnnense  chinsners i ig i Oy v . =
win operated under this managoe- | fimik the gables after the Virgtnia :Pt lh‘]h ]Hi-l'_ll_c!lli“ qnlu:m:nl‘ly. has for the past 25
Ment for several years untdl it fashton years participated in and seen much of ‘the great
Wil caught by  flood of tho | Btearns rode hoross the moun- growth of this pait of the country. !
Gmnde Ronde river and washed i talon i a stage drven by George
out. ‘Phe fimnt mill at Cove wis | OCnmoll described by Stearns ps e
bullt s I8 by Henry and|vone of the real overland sort, With Recent Improvements
Fronch, and ister sold to Jnm_|wndy w armse  hils  passenger
The nest year, 1871, John Oavi- | with anecdote of fact and fiction. " at Our Yal‘ds—'
nesa and Sterling bullt & water- Describing his side. he mig: " Sebes -
power mitl at faland Oty on the | “Later, 1 had the pleasure of | —and our large buying facilities, this company
sante site thot the present mill, | croasing these mountains in ithe has a mosat campluto sorvice for bul]de.t::. and ane
- . - of the largest stocks this side of Portland.
[ All grades of LUMBER, MILLWORK, SASH &
. . _ DOORS, SHINGLES, BRICK, LIME, CEMENT,
We cordinlly extend an invitation to Ete.
wne “.Efl “Ill' }0{ L:thn;i the Tn addition we stock adequate supplies of BUILD-
Semi-Centennia ERS HARDWARE, PAINTS and VARNISHES,
NIAT TRD r and are in pasition to give attractive quotations
C ELEJBI\I&TI(}}( on every line. b
JULY 19-20-21
KEMMERER (OAL
Coantinuously and Combetently serving our : G' -
potrons with schiool and office supplles sitice Acrvss the Tracks on Greenwood Ave,
1608
“We Orow With La Orande” . i
[ ]




