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DUNHAM WRIGHT TELLS OF FIRST FLAG RAISING

Old Glory Made in 1863
By Mrs, Hendershott
And Mrs, Lewis.

The story of the making and
ralaing of the first flag in Unlon
county Is one of the storles the
aldest ploneers like to repest. It
was 0 long time ago, July 4th,
1863, and Dunham Weight Inter-
i ¢ tells the Hiktory of this
Iar banner;

Theso photogrnphs are the ple-
tiren of the two plonder women
who muade the first American flag
whieh wos unfurlerd to the breeze
ol the Fourth of July, 1863, at
tho town of Usnlon. Our country
nt thiy time was in tho throes of
the Clvll wir, when father wans
armed nEgainst son and brother
ngalnst brother, ‘These two pn-
triolte women were loya]l th the
preservation of eur Unfon and felt
that the flag of our oountry
shiould be unfurled on Liberty's
dny lo the spomely settled couns
ty of Baker, the county having
derived 14 namo from the gallpnt
officer” who fell in the bntile nv
Dall's Bluffs while ledding Dhis
nrmy  in deadly confliet, The
county af Baker' then embraced
wll that torritory in Oregon lying
st of the Blue mountainy, and
which now includes Malhour, Ba-
Ker, Unlon and Wallown countles,

There wus no materinl in the
little mtores of our country in
that day, sultable for making an
Amorlean flag, 8o whnt woere
theso two patriotic women to do
Lo gratify thelr ambitlon? True
to the unylelding spleit of the
I . Mrs. H t
bered that she hud carefully iald
nway as 0 very dear keepsake, o
beautiful rec dress which had be-
longed to n  decessed  daughter,
Bhe wisely declded that 16 could
be used to no better purpose than
to form the red stripes of the
flag of our country, So this
mother cut np this preclous treas-
ure nto strips and pleced them
by hand to take thelr place In the
contemplinted flng,

Mra, Lewls contributed o beau-

MAKERS OF FIRST FLAG HERE

<=

A=z a frult center, La Grande
and Union county rank smong
tho leading districts in the state,
especinlly In regard to  apples,
cherries, and prines, Other frults
alio npre mlsed In  apprecipble
quantities, but these thiee are
Lho higgest money mukors Tor the
orchardiats, and thelr gquallty s
alwnys high.

Cove and Unlon are the contors
of the cherry industry, unnuaily
shipplng scores of carlomds of both
Roynl Aunes and black vorioties
10 coist and  Interior gmarkets,
Present Indications ure that this
years orop brought nearly 850,
000 to the growers, and during
Himes of high prices, the oherry
Industry 1s ong of the most valus-
able in the county.

Apples, of quality that demnnd
high prices in Europe, are ralsed

THIS VALLEY'’S SOIL IDEAL FOR
~ APPLES, CHERRIES, PRUNES

throughout the valley, with the
bulk of them produced in the Eis
gin' and Imbler territories, whore
300 to 400 carlonds wre shipped
annunlly. Winter Bananos, Romo
Boautles hd Dellelous  perhops
form the chief trop, and n crap
fndlure in ppples is simply une-
known in the Grande Ronde vals
oy,  Yonr nfter Year bumper or
near, bumper orops are harvestod.
Hundreds of acrés of prune ore
churds dot tho valley, particulars
1y in the Cove and Unlon sec=
(tlons, and nnooexcellent gquality
frull 18 produced here, of which
n inrge port 4 shipped to outs
slde polnts, mvoh of it for drye
ing,
| In addition to thess frults, Uns
]um county produdes many varls
| oties of peaches, ponrs, apricots,
| bostdes 0 sprinkiing of other fruits,

Mes. Marrlet Hendersholt, varly ploneer of Unlon county, who

with Mre Horrlett Lewls (Insert) made the first flag to be

unfurled to the breeze In Unlon county. The flag wias made
for Fourth of July, 1864, Just 51 vears ngo.

FIRST BANK
HERE FORMED
IN YEAR 1887

Tho La CGrande National bank,
In existence until n fow yours ago
when its ndsets were used in' the
formation of the present Filrat
Natlonal Bank of La Grande, wns
the ploneer bank of La Grande,

Uful white lUnen sheet for the
white stripet and the 13  sturs,
Whenoe wps the blue fleld
come? Thet was the great wors |
1y, Hete la where more real plo-
tider hendwork wus Used.  Mra,
Hendershott  remembered  having
sedtt the 16-year-old daughter of |
the locinl mintster pass lier homo
at different times, riding Iwm-:
hack with » long, flowing riding
hable, the real pride of o girl's
Mfe of thiet nge, Could It be pos- |
aible that she might be pemsunded
to part with enough of that bewu-
tiful akirt to moke the biue Held- |
She wis told of the saerifice that
Mg, Hendershott had | made 1o
outing up tho red dresa thnt had
boen lidd nwny as o keepsake In |
remembrance of her daughter and
how necessary I6 wns to the gov-
ernmgnt for the preservation of
the Unlon by unfiirling: the Blars
nud Stripss on Liberty's doy in
this far-off, Isolated country at
that particular time.  To the ap-
peals of this argument, the loy-
alsy of  that 10-year-old girl
proved bgual. The big I.llll'll'rl.nk-l
ing of obtyning the cloth from
which to mupke the first fing wna
completed. |

The fiag was made, and made
by hand just ns Betsy Ross made
tho first fiag of our country. The |
stam were piaced on the blue fleld
I Betsy Ross fuahion, with all the
meaning  they conveyed. These
women were Just ps brave and |
loyal w8 the men, Thelr Jove of
country woas' just as grest

The two women wore Mrs, Hen-
dershott, the  wife ofi the Hon,
Jumes Hendershott, Wwho lved nt
Hendershott's Polnt near  the
Cove, Mrs, Lowls wna the wife
of E. H. Lewls, of Unlon.  The
Lewils homestond 14 o part of the
town plot of Unlon, the fine Un-
lon hote]l belng bullt on the site
of the tttle homestend log oabin,
The ol glrl’ vas Miss

{ojer  duughter of Uncls
Koger, of Cove, later marry-
Ing David Clark nmdd moving to
Eagle Valley, They were all real
early sottlers of the Crande Ronde
valley of year, 1802, They
hinve nll now answered the finael
ilmmons,
e
0, B & N SHOPS BUSY

Two engines on this division of
the U, P, were sent to Albing lust
wesk to he completely overhnuled,
On seccount of the rush of work
at the shops In La Grande thess
engines could not be repalved.—
Lo Crande Ohronicle, May 17,
1853,

FROM UNION
Dr. Deering, of Unlon, vialted
La Grande Monday—La Grande
Chronicle, May 18, 1803,

being organized in the yenr 1887.
Bevon directors wern  olected to
the first board, including M. Ba-
ker, M, ¥, Honan, H. Anson, R.

. Rogers, J, Bteel, J. Lowonbeng
and W, H. MeDonald, The bank
hnd 82 stockholders to start with,
Among them Sun Willlamson, W,
G. Bnodgrass, A. O. Huntington,
P, A, Mahaffey, Dun  BSommer,
James D, 8Bater, J. K. Romlg,
Churles Goodnough, Asron Bom-
mer, IL W, Corbott, Henry Falllng
nnd Ben Selling,

The La Grande Natlonal, how-
gyvur, wna not the oldest In the
county e W, T, Wright organkeed
the Fimt Natlonal Bank of Unlon
onoe year previous,

All Hail to The
Pioneers Who
Built La Grande -

Those of the Early
Wagon Days, and—
Those of the Early
Railroad Days.

They were a hardy lot — folks of
great faith and vision. And we are
proud to say that our family was
amony them, coming to the Grande
Ronde valley in 1876, This town and
valley has always heen our home—
we want no other — and we appre-
ciate the patronage that allows us to
remain here and progress as the com-
munity advances.

CHAS H. REYNOLDS

INSURANCE and LOANS
Sommier Hotel Bldg,

YES = | CAN TAKE THE
CLUB FOR LUNCHEON,
TO:DAY — SORRY YQURE
ILL .' . ——— |

At First — A Luxurious
Convenience — Now

A Modern Day
Necessity--

In Every Home

HEN telephone exchanges were

first instulled — crude in equip-
ment and Hmited in service facilitics—a
telephone was looked upon as a luxui-
oug convenience nvailable only to a few.
Progresa to modern ways of living have
changed it Dom a convenience to a
necessity,  Business today would be
dwarfed without the madern telephone;
homes would he isolated and inconven-
jfence would be multiplied, To be dé-
prived of it would mean stepping back-
ward a complete generation,

HROUGHOUT Union and Wallowa

counties from: a modest beginning
in the early days, the West Coast Tele-
phone compiany has built an enviable
aystem and service unexcelled anywhere
in the Northwest, All old equipment
has long since been discarded. Tmprove-
ments are being made constantly. No
development in the direction of hetter
ervice e our paty
inked. tloe and technical etaffs are
constantly schooled in the newest effi
viency prictices,

UR system and our organization is

pledged wholeheartedly to a service
for and in perfect keoping with the
growth and progress of Union and Wal-
lowa counties in which we operite,

WEST COAST
TELEPHONE
COMPANY

FRED HENNING, Mgr.

his heéen ayer- -




