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E. L. Eckly, Pioneer
Newspaper Man, Re-
members First Train

“It wan a pala event In the Old
Town of La Grande the day in
* mald E, L. Eckley. plo-

e spaper man  and  pub-
lisher of La Gmndes, in telling
tho story of the arrival of tho
firnt milroad In Lk Grande,

“When b stesm' locomotive round-
vl the curve nt Ore Dell and la-
bisrlonisly: pushied :n‘l:l-:u! A dosen

flut curn lhden with ties,

o fplees and fishplates for n

al Into the Chande Ronde
valley, There wis  no  formal
celebmtion for the armivml of tha
rully, aned thers coulit not have
been any, by rebson of the fack

that heavy rins for a couple of

weeks o more had enforced
swipenson of trpck-laying  just
weit of the pince known ns
Stump Town and afterwards na

Perry, Bubt the skles cleared, the
triick camay on, and on the Fourth
of July, 1884, we had b bl celo-
hration jn honor of tho arrival
af the first puisenger traln into
Lay Grunde, The troin could hard-
Iy be called o passenger traln
gither, IL wis a ndxed traln o pis-
wnger coich or two, the rest of
the being frelghts or flats,

“After the lapse of half o cons
tury," Eckley narrated, "there wre
still gquite o vunber of oventu,
which toak place on that memor-
nble duy, thet stand out in my
recollection.

[T

“What wias the style of dress?
Well. n lot different fromy what
15 now worn by botlh men and
women, The generation aof  today

would probably desoribe the styloes
of that day as being ‘unigue. At
that portieular celebration, T was
dressed ad most of the young men
of the times, my attire including
o hurd-boiled hot, o sWeersucker
cont and Buckinghon pand Hetht
boots, Oh yes, and [ word whisk-

e,
"of
parnde

oourne, thers wis g grand
The town band, of
which I wins n moember léd the
pornde nnd furnished  musie fo
thee doy's nctivitles.  Other mim
v of thnl orfgonization were J
W, Cray, Jender, and D, 8. Kin-
By, DOt playing tenor cormels)
Hd Boldléman and Frank Palm-
nr, nitos; Will Kinsoy, hass drim;
Bug Sheets, tuba and I played
tetinr Key trombaie,

L was ol ¢ tho Unlon Coun-
ty Hecord, n weekly newspaper, in
Li Chande, at that time. As was
customary, I had my business
represented in the parmde. John
E Jeffery, who wis my printer,
tended i foot-power Job  press
which was mounted on a heavy
“deadd X" wagon He printed
hatdbllls bnd threw them out
mohg the apectators ms he passed
nlong.

“Bometime about noon, the pas

OURTH OF JULY CELEBRATION HER

race marched to the arbor which
had been bullt on the hill near
where the courthouse now standa,

| Thero was a program, Gen. J, H.
| Stevans resd the Declaration of
ndence. Oesn,  Oeorge B

. Iather of George Currey,
orstor of the day. Just ps |
He had progrossed In hls  speech |

wis

about as far as the Bunker Hill | P e
monument, the traln whistied and | &

hwiy went the crowd for the |
train.
right at the *monument’ —thiat was
tho last of it—it was nover fin-
wd,

I'he o

|
|
1
down to tho |
the narrator,

rowd went
continued

was to have n ride on

with  dangling Jegs rodo
Dell and then wWalked home,

“Tha conversation on that regal
exoursion  took  various  turns,
Some spoke of the milroad ns o
potentinl monopoly but all ngreed
that It was o great thing, A lew
pessimisty expressed regrot for the
future of the freight haullng in-
dustry as the business of Lrans-
porting goods by team from ‘the
Ianding' Umnatilln, wng o source
of revenue for many, One of
them hitehed his teams to plows
mnd harvested and eventually nc-
gulrod 14,000 acres of cheap wheat
i nenr Cove and years later

Known aN the “whoat king*
Ho wna A. B, Conley, Hao flgured
that e could produce whent with
horse power bt an average of 23
cents per bushel;

“Whilp very many of the il
rong procters of 50 yoars ago had
never before seon i rallrond. thero

one  prominent  excoption,
¢ were Robert and Hannah
Iiner, parenta jof Moy Lydia
ndy and Mrs, Emuma Harding,
of La Gmadde, and of Charles
Palmer, of Baker., Thesy two poo-
ple had besn on the fist excur-

whe

T

alon rn by the Baltimore and
Ohio an o streteh of 16 mlles
bullt pus of Philadeiphin and this
was  the firet radlrond excuralon

e run in the United  Staton,
t Uh all veriflivl by records kept
inder In the Smithsoniin
Institute. in Washington, D. C,

records were Inspected
¥ A gre ighter, Mrs, Bher-
wood Willinms o few yonrs ngo,
“I do not know what sort of
impivssion or roaction may have
bty oxperionced over the arrival
of the milroad after many delays
[ dispppolntments,” concluded
Eckley In his reminiscence,

HAS FAST HORSES
D, A, McAllister is the pro-
prictor of & f(ine home breeding
establishment three miles enst of

La Grande. Many of the colts
from his stables ave brought
fancy prices, and  aseveral have
gone telow the 2:20 reécord.—La |

Grantde Casette, Dec. 26, 1800, |
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“The dominant iden of all of them |
tho rall- |
road nnd when the flab carn were |
unlonded, the people piled on and |
to Qro
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SAGE OF MEDICAL SPRINGS

&0

Hon, Dunham Weight, known throughont the northwest nx
the sage of Medical Springs, and one of the earliest plonevrs
in Unlon Is plotured above, Me. Wright not only
has watehed this sectlon grow Into s present development,
but had an gmportant part in the upbullding of the county.

E IN 1884
GRANDE
BEFORE THE

RAILS CAME

How did La Grands uappear bg-
fore the coming of the rallroad?

Perhpps D. H. Biearnsy, then
writing for the Evening Telegram
of Portiand, desciibes It ps well
Wa possible In n booklet put out
In tho year 1882,

It nesties In' n nook I the
mountalng, sheltored on the north
and  west, while 1L stands on o
platean overlooking much of the

TOUGH ON THE BABIES fing, nnd was not able to deliver
The milk wagon from W. G.|about 750 pounds of milk for the
Hunter's dalry mneh  back of |creamety’s first doy's run. — La

| towni broke dowm Monday morn- iC-mu:l-e Chronicle, May 17, 1893,

volley,” Stearns wrote, “The Blua
Mountaln university 18 the mout
prominent bullding in the town,
| The Masonlc lall and Odd Fels
lows' temple are both flne bullde
Inge, and the chiurches nre faie,
It has n good hHotel, the Blus
Mountuin Howss "

Speaking of lvery stables;, ho
sild: "I found R, W, Deal, of the
Fushlon Stables, the best man
to deal with on the whole, | . . .
The four principal stores at La
| Gmande aie the best kept in the
county. The stocks hre lurger and
finer than any other, If we €X=
cept ong nt Island City. and one
at Union. Snodgrass & Miner
| may be numed as the loading and
|1ﬂ|'|wt business colcern In the
county, L. Baer las as large o
business house, . ., A, Somer 18
|1'|'|0 third of T.H‘ heaviest bBusiness
men in the county, and the old-
eRt merchant " -

At that time La Grande was
the chief town between Pendleton
anil Baker City, Stearns wrote, In

| bin story e mentioned W. A,
f Waorstell, the post or  (Mr,
Waorstell 18 well kno in thils

vity today).
Btearns wan o bit prophatic, hut

fmore than half right, when he
fexpressed the opinlon then that
| “greater changes have ocourred
than the unity of all three, La

Grande, Oro Dell and Island City,
_ln one prosperous oty

Geographlcally, nn  interesting
situntion exiated then “The
|'Graude Ronde river forks at Oro
| Dol and  makes an lsland &I
miles in length by an avernge of
I mile dn width, Dsland City 18
bullt about nildway of the Islund
| and takes name therefrom.'*

BUYS LIVERY BARN
The lvery bars so long known
|os the “Mahaffey’ stable has
been purchased by John Boker,
nnld wus 4 few weeks ago removed
to & new s'te on Fifth street—
La Grande Gwette, Dec, 26, 1880,
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busily engaged in Keeping step with

are the paramount requisites of mes
sented at our shop.

CINDERELLA

1113 Adams Ave,

Today, as
in the
Yesterdays

Milady's Chief
Concern is for
Style and Quality
in Her Attire.

(D WE of today, here ut the Cinderelln Shop, are
moment, in ovder that milady of La Grande may have
for her selection in dress, the most up-to-the-minute
creations as they meet the fancies and approval of

her sisters in the stvle centers of the world.

TYLE with QUALITY, at REASONABLE PRICE
chandise pre-

La Grande

modes of the

SHOP




