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GREAT PROGRESS MADE BY VALLEY IN LAST 73 YEARS

This Distriet Still YOLll‘I.g’ ed the lust door to the d.:wlop-'?mlrlu Creekk 320, Hagle Croek

in Development; Soil
Tilled in 1861.
|

A young country, with many of |
Its resources atill fop from poten- |
tinl development—that, in brief,
describes Lo Grinde and Unlon
and Wallown counties. i

Last month Medford celobrated |
the state’s dlamond jubllee, }'N.'
La Grunde s o town is less thin |

T4 yenrs old!  In the lives of
communities, this ls stlll in its
early youth, with countlesh decs
ades of ndvancement and develop-
ment ahesd of L. Nuturil growih
duo to lts strategle’ position, uns.
doubtedly some doy will nuke La
Gramnde the mptropolls of § great
omplre—Just s today It 1k the
trade, education, recreationnl and
Industiinl center of Northeusters
Oregon,

Siéventy-Tivo Years ago, the val-
Jey was  largely  covered  with
swamps, rye grass, here und there
sagobrush, and great clumps  of
willows, This section bordered
oit the primevel., No doll had
been’ wvurned o the valley, there
wis nothiing where La Grande now
Brands.

Yet In the winter of 1801 a
group  of ploneers came 1o the
Cirantde Ronde, declded upon what
s now called Old Town for u sot-
tlement site, and that winter Ban-
Jamin Brown conwtructed the first
dwelling  place The following
spring., in April of 1862, the same
Bonjumin Brown plowed the first
sod ever twrned tn the valley, 1it-
Ue reallzing that pome T2 yoar
lnter somo 420,000 ncres of land
wotld be o farme, rich and pro-
ductive and commanding nations=
al nnd international markets hl!-!
cauke of the character of thelr
prosiucis, It was o long furmow
Benjumin Brown left behind him
that early April,

Thnt wis 72 vears ngo. Unlon
county had a handful of people
whete todny there are more than
17,000, Yet Imumedintely follow-
ing the settlement in Old Town,
thie valley began Lo grow, Scored
ntiel then Hundreds of ploncers
wern turning westward, to a land
of promiee, and with each year|
Incrensing numbern stopped their
weary oxen In the Grande Ronde
valley, to lay the foundation for
the ompire of the future. As an
exumple of the mpld grawth, inl

1885, less than a quarter of Iy

contury after Benjamin  Brown
pioneered La Grande, there were
03,928 acres of Iand under cultl-
viitlon, whent was harvested In
the amount of 484280 bushels,
tarmers counted 56078 tons of
hay, 114.170 bushels of potatoes,
11,187 ‘boxes of npples, 3266 boxes
of plums and prunes and lumber-
mén cut 4106400 feet of Jum-
ber! The total population of the
county hud incrensed to 0588 pey-
sons—whers 1 guarter of n cen-
tury before theno had been none,
except for the roving Indlans.

But to go back to those early
daya.

The first wedding In Union
gounty was performed in  Old
Town when W, Marks and Frances
Caroline Leasy were united in the
holy bonds of matrimony by 5,
M. Biack, justice of the peace,

In the summer of 1862 Conrad
Miler planted the first frult trees
nepr Union, conslsting of apples
and pears.  T. A, Wood, of Port-
innd, ¢ame and placed trees In
the virgin soil here in the fall oll
‘a2, Fred Nodine, whose descend- |
ants live in many Eastern Ore-|
gon comununities, came o0 the
valloy on June 11, 1862 and later

In the year settlera had taken up ||

restdence at Cove, Sumunerville
snd La Grande, |
Then in 1883, the next year, |

the walley was surveyed and a @8

little Iater Unjon county came )
into belng—by an act of leginin-
ture of Oct, 14, 1664, Until then
1t wan considered o part of Baker
county, and later Wallown coun-
ty was taken from the new Un-
jon county—named, of course, nf-
ter the northern cause in the Clv- |
11 war |

The next step wus the first
newspapers came Into being, On
April 18, 1868, two publications
were printed for the first time— |
the Blue Mountain Times and
the Mounialn Sentinel, At that
time La G dé Had a population
of 600 and became the first coun-
ty scat. Llater the court house

of the century, La Geande sgaln
returned  to lis former standing
as center of the county govern-
ment.

Then in 1884 the raliroad come,
and during the last 50 years,
progress has been  steady and
sure, Speedy tramuportation open-

nment one soes  today, nnd Rotk Creek and 'Sl.u.mp Town

In 1883, the year after the Un- 373, Big Creep 220, Bodrook 67,
lon Pacifie plerced the valley with (38, Today many of these early
Itn Mife-giving ralls, the first ac- towns do not exist others have
OUEALe census was taken. ‘The | less populntion than in 1885 and
counting of hesds produced the |sull others have thrived — La
followlng results: La Orande 1913, | Grande's Iast offlcin] census show-
Wallown 1031, Summerville 030, |ed B060 within the clty limits,
Indian: Valley B48, Unlon B4,  and at lewst 1400 more reslding
Joseph BO7, Cove 689, Island CILy!i:mnrdlnu-Ig ndjecont, giving the
033, North Powder and Antelope | town an  approximate population
524, Alder 437, Ploe Valley 262, ' of 0500,

MARCILLE TRACES HER
ANCESTRY TO PIONEERS

Miss Marellle Conley, 10-year-

north end of the wvilley, Barah
old daughter ‘of - Mr. nnd Mrs, (Myors wia the daughter of Henry
Royil  Conley. of Mountaln | Myers, who aléo came from the
Bprings, six miles west of L-l!l)\ll]dluwtnt in the enrly '80%,
Grande on the Old Oregon Trall, | Paley. Ficklin  Gleun was  the

hus been ‘chosen to: tide on o“u:llmlglitf:r of Ellen Kuhn Picklin,

of the ploneer floats In the par- | nuve been the first white child
ade of Thurmsdny morning, And | born tn Unlon county, They wore
the renson wis not that Marcille |doughiters of Ellas Kuhn and it
. {in quite interesting also to know

robabl J {
I‘;‘ o I? "'“’I more: relatives 1oL " ks kuhn,  Marcllles
e valley than any other 10- | erant prent-grandfather and an-

| year-olt hereabouts, but because | other  great - gront - grandfather,

sne has ps many if npot more | Willlam 8, Gienn, came In the
antecodents among the renl plo- | sume wagon traln from Southeast-
noers of the Grande Ronde vl ]. ern Jown and stopped here in 1662
ley, | &a, Moar 1
8o, reille ean trace her on-
!II:I“\‘!:.III": l:::l,:‘\llﬁl:'.r:l ;z‘;nﬂ“gul:“ jasay Dack ito)C suolh - ponser
o i1 b A B O 4
ley und Coarol Glénn, Royal Cnu-i“umu R SR Fo B Oeniny Paay
ley in the son of Archie Conley g gy 3
" rn, William: 8, Glenn, Hen-
and Nettle Golden. Archie C“‘“';r)‘ Myors, und Ellps ‘Rullm llul:loh
ley wis thé son ‘of Jabe J, Con-| P h
L1} L7 1 st ts
ley. and Almn Brown and Jabe N Hei s ds ke ol gl
Conley was the son of the val-
Ioy'n enrly wheat king, A' B, Con-

¥
{nnd 1t certainly cinnol be galne

When Miss Alma Brown and
Jabe Conley were married In the
onrly 80s two of the most promi-
nont  ploneer familles of the
Grande Rondo valley were united,
for she wan the daughter of Ban
Hrown, who was one of tho first
ten men to brepk sod in Unlon
county nand whose name had boon
linked up with much of the plo-
neer history of this section, and
Mr. Conley wus tho son of A, B,
Counley whose name fmmediatoly
commands attentlon, for he, too,
wan unong the early settlers, ong
of the large landholders and
known as the “wheat king.'

Brown, John A, Childers, Tolbert |

ey's  eirllest ploneer history, -

They lived out in the neighbore
| hood. where Clutelve Curler now
llves, At the time when the traln

iwhusu sister, Mary Ann i snid | ©f which they bad heard so much

| wns Lo arrive In La Grande, nelth-
er of them had ever seén o traln,
far while Mr, Conley had known
| of travel only by covered wagon,
| Mre. Conley was born In Union
county and had never boen away
from home, Each day the thrill
of anticipation incressed and on
tho morning of July 4, 1884, chores
hnd to be done early so that the
father and nmother and young
Archile could board thelr "deda-

BROWN-CONLEY WEDDING IN
EARLY 80's IMPORTANT ONE

X wagon and drive to La Grandoe,
Mr, Conley wns freighting over
the Blus mouniains in thoss dhyvs
and bY uxng the lead team of
hiy aix horses which ordinurily
drew whe great frelght  wugons,
betause They were fastar, the
Journey could be made in about
two and a half hours.  And they
must needs be early,

There wus to be o program up
on the hill, but not for them,
They hind heard and seen speak-
orn o Fourtlt of July programs
before, but they had never 1
noe seen 0 oreal edne And they
were early, and when thuat tridn
bame nround the bend and
cmerged Drom the Omnde Rondo
canyon ot Oro Dell) they experl-
encod thrills which they had nev-
er kuown before, and, Mm, Con-
ley adds. she has never experi=
enced aince, It met all of thelr
expectations, Mra, Conley does
not remember what all happened,
nll she remember In the great
excitement nnd enthusipsany, these
baing the Impressions which -
main of the history-making day,

Myw, Conley 8 suld to be the
oldest Mying white child born in
the Ciennde Ronde valley

sald that Marciile is the proper
ane to  Tepresent  the ploneers,
Bhe nlso bonstd of having n great-
prmat-grent aunt fiving in thp
valley also, Mra, 8. O. Bradahaw
whose home b on Cove avenue,

BIKH RIDING INCUREASES
There mre now about 25 biloyo
ridern In Ls Cérande, and o meet-
ing should be held for tne pur-
posy of organizing & club—din
Grandoe Chronicle, May 17, 1H@).

ley, Alma Brown Conley was the

dunughter of Ben Brown, one of
the first 10 men to break the
sodd In thin valley. Nettie Golden
Conley was the daughier of
Charles B, Golden, not a ploneer
hereabout, bul of the Willam-
ette valley, and Mnttie Childers,
Matto Childers Golden was the
daughter of John A. Chiiders and
Rachel Hudnal, who oame here
from’ Missourl in 1864, thelr firnt
home being the plice where Mr,
and Mes, ¢, B. Unzicker now lve |
In the Grange Hall melghborhood. |

Carol Glenn Conley 8 the
daughter of A, C, (Budd) Gienn|
and Dnisy Courtright, Bud Glenn
wias the son of Tolbert T, Glenn
and Sarmh Myers, Tolbert T.
Glenn and hin father, Willlam 8.
Glenn, plondered here in the ear-
'60's, coming from Pleasant-
ville, Ioww., The Glenn family
Hng alwnys béen prominent inthe

Pioneer Blood |

Miss Marcile Conley, descen-
dant of «lx of the outstand-
lng early plonerms of Unlon
eounty, who will ride In & .
place of honot on one of the |
ploneer floats in the pamde
Thursday moming, July 18,
during the Semi-Centennial

Adama & Greenwood

for years and years.

THEN, LATER AND
NOW THEY RODE ON

| GOODYEAR

] Then as Now — the surest protection was
; Goodyears all around. Superior in tread and
carcass, Goodyear has been the popular tire
The quality, enduring
service and satisfaction that Goodyear placed
1 in its produets in those gay old days of “bi-
[ eyeles built for two”, has builded up in these
| modern times the greatest name in rubber.
| Goodyear today enjoys lowest cost and gives greatest values

because of building millions more tires than any other com-
pany in the world.

Our service here at Fatland-Sims, commences by helping
| you sgelect the most economical Goodyear for your needs—it
continues until you have enjoyed all of your extra miles of
troublefree service,

FATLAND-SIMS

GAS - TEXACO OIS — TIRES - GOODYEAR - TUHES

Complete Rond Service
Lla Grande
°

Froone Main 138

L. P. eelebration here.




