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INCOME TAX AMENDMENT

The last of three measures devised to bring
reduction nnd equalization in Oregon will appear on the bul-
lot as the rvesult of injtintive petitions sponsoved by the
Oregon Taxpayers' Equalization and Conservation League.
In this column we discussed the ullltl two measures o few
days ago and recommended a “Yeos'" vote.

The income tax measure iz entitled “Personal Income Tax
Law Amendment Bill — Purpose: To further reduce property
taxes by advancing the tax rates on net personal incomes
in excess of $5,000 from 5 to o maximum of 8 per cent; sub-

stituting an exemption from the total tax of 310 for u singlo [ 1a

person, $20 for a marvied person, head of family, or husband
und wife, and $4.00 for each dependent, instoad of the present
fncome exemptions of 1,500, $2.600, and S400 vespectively:

and amending the provisions of the law so as to apply to the :

entire income of residents from personal service.”

The editor of the Portland Oregoniun apposes the bill on !l

this gmund' “It is the business of the general public now 1n
reject tax i incrgases of overy form
the suspension of those functions of government which, at,
some pain, at some regret, we can temporavily do without."

Other editors have pointed out, however, that this hill

would not be increasing our tax burdens, but would merely ©
would |

equalize them, since the ntoney collected from incomes
make it unnecessary to colleet so much from property which
now pays regardless of whether or not it produces any in-
cole,

It will be remembered that Governor Meier dispensed with
the state tax on real property when income, exeise, and in-
tangibles taxes were instituted, leaving property taxes for
the support of the local governments entirely, But the re
turn from the income, intangibles, and exeise taxes has full
off to such an extent that unless the income tax is inereased,
the state must resort to the property tax again,

The only other altermative is a drastic curtailment of th
functions of our state government regardless of pain or re-
grets, as the Oregoninn sugpests. But when 1'm people
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long thwme abligations which must be met in spite of dwind-
ling tax receipts.
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