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TANKS AND MONUMENTS

Two entirely unrelated news stories appeared in the same
issue of the Ohserver a few days ago, and if you happened
to read them both they muy have set you thinking.

One story told of the new army tank that was being tested !
at Linden, N. J. This tank proved itself capable of travel- |
ing 110 miles an hour along the highways, and 60 miles an |
hour over rough ground. It can jump over ditches and it is
light enough to be carvied by a large airplane,
it geems to be a delightfully efficient bit of fighting mach-
inery, AL IRRL I i

The other story came from Thiepval, France. It told how
the Prince of Wales, President Lebrun of France, and many
other dignitaries joined in the dedieation of Great Britain's
memotial to the 73,000 English soldiers who died in the
great battle of the Somme,

There is apparently no connection between those stories,
but reading them together is likely to start us thinking along |
lines something like this.

We are at present devoling owrselves — like all other !
great nations of the earth—to the job of getting ready for
the next war. We are spending huge sums of money and
enlisting the efforts of our cleverest inventors and: desigriers:
so that the army and nayy will be equipped to spread death
expeditiously and surely the next time they are called inlo
aetion,

With international relations in thelr present state it seems

_difficult to persuade any nation to do anything else than that.

And yet, right in the middle of our ¢ourse of preparatidn
for future ward, that memotrial on the Somme in France
rises like a grim signpost. Seventy-three thousand English-
men died in one battle there., Thousands more were maimed
Jor life, Almost an equal number of Gernans fell in the
sime confliet,

That memoriul ought, somehow, to be more than just
tribute to the gallantry of those who gave their lives in
battle. Tt ought to stir us anew to make every possible!
effort to prevent a rvepetition of that ghastly sacrifice.

But our progress along that Nne hiag been painfully slow
and uncertain,
formidable dreadnoughis, larger and more powerful aivships, |
and all manner of death-dealing instruments of war. We |
seem to be going full speed ahead in the wrong direetion,

A LESSON WE MUST LEARN

It i beginning to look very much agif the end of the de-|
pression were just aboul in sight. The upturm probabily
won't be rapid, but it at least onght to be steady ; and if at
Jast it is at hand, the nation will he as traly thankfol as if n
long and arduous war had onded.

But there are one or two things the depression has taught

good times return,

First and foremost, the depression has taught us thal
our utter ek of any organized system to prevent recnrrenee
vl the unemployment cyels ig almost eriminally stupid.

Secandly, it hay proved pretly elearly that one hit-ormiss
way of taking care of the victimg of the unemployment evele |
s about as unsatisfactory as it possibly could he. |

And when one ponders over these facts it i o litede hard
to understand why there ave still die-havds who  protest
loudly agninst any plans Tor state old age wnd unemiploviment
insurance.

The Ohio Chambier of Commerce the othier day issomd o
hlast on these allied subjects.  1U declared thal siuch R G
il e “socialistic” and it predicted that they would “unddr-
mine and wenken" the charaetor off the people,

Now here is o point worth! looking at, |

Poggibly the sturdy self=relfanee of the wageearnoe wonkl

i system wheraby b would beogunrantocd o pittanee if i
factory had to shot down.  Bubt you might take o fow min
utes off, sometime, and eonsider whother oury prosent syston,
or lack of system, is nobeven more futal e selfvilianee amd
nmbition.

Goto the brosdlines amd see if Lhe private ehiprity that ha
tided us through this depression has not “wdernnned and
wenkened" the character of its recipionts. Go out with tho s
social workers inta the homes of families whiel Have lived |
on free handonts Tor g yeur, or twooyenrs, and see what lia
Bappened there, Then asgk yoursell if o gyatem of stiade un

more harmiul,

Isn'd it ateange that those stales which insist so strongly |
] upon the saeredness of the prineiple of states vighits
; amounting almost Lo independence are the very
which are elumoring so loudly Tor federal add in unemploy-

ment rvelief 7

All in all, |

‘The (farmer can run into Lhe vty o] perlod of anytblng but teane

And in the menntime we are ereating more creased tien «

us, and it s to be hoped thal we can remember them after apen

employment and old age insuranee could possibly be o
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