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Wait on the Lord: be of good ecourage, and he shall
g‘!irnngthen thine heart; wait, I say, on the Lord. — Psalm
114,

SCHOOL VACATIONS
Hundreds of children in La Grande and other ecities and
fowns throughout the nation are now enjoying the first

glorious days of summer vacation, having been released

from: their school reoms for three months,

Some of these childven will benofit physically from the
opportunities for outdoor life afforded by the yacation.
Others, especially the older ones, may use the vaeation period
profitably by enrning a little money or helping with the
pummer farm work.

But many will have difficulty in making wise use of the
time. Many will test the patience of their parents by mak-
ing nuisances of themselves around the house, while others
may elude parental restraint and fall into evil companion-
ships which encourage loafing and worse habits,

Parvenis have long realized that the school vacalion is a
problem. In the cities there have been proposals to con-
tinue school sessions throughout the summer, since few of
the children have the privilege of vacationing in the country,
and the city mikes leisure dangerous.

City parents point out that the whole systen of vaentions
is based upon the needs of mral communities where the
children are needed in the fields and garvdens during the
summer, and that the system should be revised now to meet
the changed conditions,

If any such change is made, it will come slowly; but per-
haps the change has been creeping upon us during the past
few years without our notice. Sunmuner sessions in grade
schools; high schools, and colleges have been increasing in
popularity everywhere,

Here in La Grande there are children taking summer
courges in the Ackermian Traiting school, n group of high
gchool students are taking a summer course in history and
civies, and a lavge number of teachers and normal training
gtudents are studying during the summer at the Novimal,

A new feature at the high school this year is bheing insti-
tuted by Mr. Loney, newly appointed supervisor ol musie.
He is offeving all young people intevested in playing in the
band or orchestin the privilege of speeial binining on their
ghosen instruments during the summer,

Separate classes for the players of veed, string, and brass
instruments will be formed. This will cost the young people
nething, and will be of great value to them, not only in
ogcupying their spare time, but in developiig musical ability.

Such activities may be the ultimate solution of the sun-
mer vacation problem.
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A TYPICAL “SURVEY"

Congress having decreed that  governmental  economies
could not be adequate to obviate tax ineveases, 1t s of in-
tovest to the taxpayers Lo know what some of the unavoid-
able and indispensable expeénditures of public monies ave.

Particularly intevesting is an appropriation for condueting
i department of commerce investigation of the retail grocery
business in Philadelphin.  Porhaps this fngquest is typical of
seores conducted eaeh year by this department, whicl spent
$11,000,000 i 1913 and $61,000,000 iy 1951,

Twao laboratorios will be established and a staff of oxperts
maintained in Philadelphia to cheek purvchases, sales and
operating costs, charge accounts and other Cactors in the
husiness. When this work is done additional months will
beconsumed in compiling, anulyzing and printing the reports,
which nobddy will yead.

It is o foregone eomclusion that the “experts™ from Wish-
ington, after spending thousands of dollnvs of the taxpayers’
money, will tell the grocers nothing about their husiness they
do not alveady know, much
even i fraction of what the mvestigation will vost,

Government may argue that its Lelp s teeded miost when
business is in distvess, but the suspicion is prevadent thal
government help of this sort is more distressing than help-
ful:
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