T R i L A

T —— L 8 b

OFFICIAL PAPER OF UNICN COUNTY AND TEN
CITY OF LA s
MEMEZE OF ASSOCIA
The cisted Fress it 17 emtitled Lo use for publication
‘of all news dispatehes credited fo 13 07 DOt Glherwise i puk-

_ Delight thyself also in the Lord; and ke shall give thee

the desires of thine heart. — Psalm 37: 4.

DRINKING SINCE PROHIBITION

Most wets claim that prohibition is = failure because there
js more drinking today than there was before prohibition.
But anyone who will meke & fzir, open-minded comparison of
drinking before and after prohibition cannot fail to reach
a single conclusion — that eonditions are immeasurably bet-
ter today.

Of course there is considerable illegal drinking today, but
even the most confirmed wet would hesitate to say that each
family of his acquaintance, on the average, will drink one
hundred gallons of distilled liquors, wines, and beer in the
next twelve months. Yet that was the approximate average
*yearly consumption in the years 1910 to 1914, according to
tinited States Department of Commerce statistics — 2243
gallens for every man woman and child!

Exact figures of present day conditions cannot be obtained,
of course, but there have been several carefully computed

estimates. Some authorities state that drinking now is only |

10 per cent of that before prohibition; others say it is 20
per cent, and a few put it higher. Perhaps the most gener-
ous estimate of all is based on a carefnl investigation by the
United States Burean of Prohibition; its report states that
for the year ending June 30, 1930, the average per capita
consumption of distilled liquors, wines, and heer was slightly
more than 7 gallons. That i= 30 per cent of pre-prohibition
figures. L

If people today are drinking 30 per cent of what they
formerly did, then prohibition has bettered conditions by 70
per cent! And the Burean of Prohibition has other figures
to prove that consumption of alecholic liquors is growing less
from year to year. S0 why repeal a law that is bringing
about such a worth while improvement?

People too easily forget the conditions of ten or twenty
years ago. In 1908 there was one wide-open liquor establish-
ment for every 74 families in the country. The yearly ex-
penditure for liquor before prohibition was three times the
¢ost of operating our public schools, and twiee the cost of
running our Federal Government!

Before prohibition, in New York City alone, the Salvation

Army picked up from 1200 to 1200 drunkards every night

and brought them to Army “homes”; the number now aver- |

#ges not more than seven per night! Befors prohibition there
was need for 98 “Keeley Institutes” for treatment of those
addicted to the liquor hahbit; today only 11 are needed. Any
factory owner will tell you that excessive drinking among
industrial workers, which was formerly the greatest canse of
labor turnover, is now a negligible factor.

Of course no law will ever enjoy 100 per cent enforcement,
but history is certain to repeat itself. Growing observance
will increase the law's effectiveness. That was the experni-
ence of individual states which excluded liquor prior to
National Prohibition. First there was a brief period of rigid
observance, then a recession — —as bootleggers and others
began to develop means of getting around the law, and {
ally, after a period of years, a powerful, steady, unwa
swing toward effective enforcement and observance. Nationsl
Prohibition is well along in the second stige now, and indica-
tions of the third stage are already beginning to appear,

FREEDOM'S PENALTIES

Charles E. Mitchell, chairman of the hoard of the National
City Bank of New York, hus aptly expressed the great 5 ]
and economic problem that foees the American
Addressing a senate committee on the proposal fur an *
emie plan” for levelling out the business ¢ he de

“As long as we live under & syatem of individual liberty wi
are bound to have fluctuations in business, Freedor he
individual inveolves, however, the freedem to make
Mistakes are the penalties of freedom.”

This is quite true; and when the individual i
great financier or industrialist, hi takes chin mal
of his fellow citizens suffer intensely, One of the g
taskd in the coming decade will b tu decide, as & nution,
whether this individualism is worth the price we occasion
huve to pay for it.

Air-mindedness will be an actuality when oceun {fligi
cedse Lo be news,
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t sually low prices with easy terms.
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