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; ; CLARA, REX BELL, WED -Seek Permit To
Store Water In SENATE ASKS Charge; Laxity J

Among Guards
At Leavenworth

JAPAN TAKES

FIRMER GRIP

RAIN, WINDS

LASH COAST

EARLY TODAY

HOUSE VOTES

$200,000,000.
FOR VETERANSIN MANCHURIA

Consolidating Their Eco-
nomic Position and
Forming Monopolies

NEW COMMANDER
OF CHINESE ARMY

Chang Huseh - Liang
Yields to Pressure and
Steps Down Chang
Tso-Hsia- is Successor

; The Associated Press
Chang Huseh-Llan- g has yielded to

pressure from several quarters and
stepped out as commander of the
Chinese forces in Manchuria, to be
succeeded by Chang g.

The Japanese, charging that he
failed to make good on a. promise that
he would evacuate the Chinchow aroa,
havo ordered a fresh brigade of relief
troops to Manchuria, partly because
the Chinese still occupy Chinchow, it
was thought.

Meanwhile tho Japanese are con
solidating their economic position,
forming monopolies which are taxing
control of railways, power plants,
communications and other utilities.
It is expected that much of the busi
ness which used to go to the western
world will now be switched td Japan.

To' Form Coalition ;
At Nanking leaders of the Canton

gioup arrived to form a coalition with
the Nanking clique. Indicating that
they were ready to compose past dif-
ferences now that Chiang is
out as head of the Nanking govern
ment.

Troops fired on a mob of students
who wrecked tho plant of the Central
Daily News, but the number of
wounded could not be ascertained,

Hy Glenn Hnbh
(Copyright, 1031, By The

Associated Press)
MUKDEN. Manchuria, Dec. 17 W

Much government business in Man-

churia that formerly went to the
United States and European eatab
Ushments, may be thrown to Japan
instead as a result of the reorganiza-
tion now going on in the territory.
'tfapnutese, economic brigades ejosely

followed up the advances of General
Honjo's armies and attempted, largely

(Continued on Page Four)

HOOVER GIVES .
SHOALS REPORT

TO CONGRESS
WASHINGTON. Dec. 17 (P) Presi-

de nt Hoover tod ay transm tted to
congress, without recommendations,
a report upon Muscle Shoals suggest-
ing a lease of the project to
a corporation which would operate
primarily as a fertilizer plant of
benefit to the farmer.

In a brief message tho president
explained the report was the work
of a Joint federal-stat- e Muscle Shoals
commission, tho findings of which
he made public some weeks ago.

The president recalled in tho mes-sag- o

his veto last March of the Nor-r- is

bill providing government opera-
tion of tho huge Alabama project.
The report of the commission sug-
gested operation by a corporation
which would bo formed In the Inter-
est of the farmer.

Falling Tree Kills
Reedsport Worker

REEDSPORT, Dec. 17 W Bort
Dehnoff, 21, was instantly killed
near here late Wednesday when a
falling tree struck him. Ho and his
father were cutting wood and tho
younger man misjudged tho direc
tion as a tree toppled. Ho ran di
rectly into its path. His father,
mother and two sisters survive.

EXCHANGES

Calls Upon Stimson to
uive it All Govern-
ment Correspondence

ROBINSON AIMS
ATTACK AT HURLEY

D emocra tic Leader
Charges Cabinet Mem-- ,
ber Seeks to Capitalize
Jn bupport.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 17 (P The
senate today called upon Secretary
Stimson to glvo it all governmental
notes exchanged on the Manchurlan
outbreak, j

A resolution by Senator Johnson,
Republican, California, requesting
the Mancnurian papers was adopted
without a roll call after brief debate.

Senator King, Democrat, Utah,
suggested that the senate modify its
request to read "if not incompatible
with the public Interest."

Senator Johnson said Secretary
Stimson had the power to withhold
any papers he felt It not compatible

(Continued on Page Eight)

BRIDGE PARTNER

TAKES VACATION

Mrs. Culbertson Retires
Temporarily to Attend ta

Christmas Shopping.-
V Hy Tom O'Nell

NEW YORK, Deo. 17 (P) The con
tract bridge match will be a gander
fight beginning tonight.

Whether the .withdrawal of Mrs.
Ely Culbertson as her husband's part-
ner until the holidays ore over means
a ll battle of words, or more,
over tardiness In starting sessions and
over arherence to systems! remains to
bo seen. ,r , v

Bridge means much to Mrs. Cul- -
bertsohrbut "Jump Bid" (Bruce) and
Joyce Culbertson mean more. She
proposes that their Christmas shall
bo Just as merry as a loving mother
can make it, She has much shopping
and other things to do In prepara-
tion. Her place will be tauten by
Theodore A. Llghtnor.

It is she who has kept tho peace
when disputes between her husband
and Sidney S. Lenz and Oswald Jac- -

oby havo been headed for out of
bounds. "Ely! Ely!" She has ex-

claimed on occasions, and her hus-
band has subsided on his vigorous ob-

jections to what ho thought were un-
warranted assertions that ho was not
following his own tenets.

Nerves of Trio Quieter
A rest period seemed today, how

ever, to have quieted tho nerves of
Culbertson, Lenz and Jacoby. They
were quite frayed at tho lost session,
a turbulent affair ending early yes
terday morning. While of the same
opinions still, all averred that claims
about opponents' play would be 'taken
up with tho referees hereafter In dig-

nified, gentlemanly fashion.
Mrs. Culbertson really had moro

reason to bo perturbed Tuesday night
than any of the men. Shortly boforo
the session "Jump Bid" received a
gash ovor one eye In A romping about
the apartment. A doctor found noth-
ing serious tho matter, but Mrs. Cul
bertson was worried.

Nevertheless she attended to busi
ness; In a ladylike and efficient man-
ner, and largely thanks to her, Cul-

bertson and Llghtner tonight will
start tho 49th rubber of the
ber match 410 points ahead of Lenz
and Jacoby, The eighth session will
bo the first In which Culbertson and

(Continued on Pubis Two)

Convict leasing was practiced un-

til recent years and was ended only
after years of bitter political battle.

Now instead of letters taking the
state to task for Its prison methods,
Govornor Miller receives almost
countless Inquiries from state and
municipal authorities asking him to
explain the workings of the Christ-
mas parole plan and give figures on
the number of men who havo made
escapes. Only Xfi men have failed to
return in three years.

1

Powder River

Government Arnlies Fm
Rights to 36,000 Acre
jreet at miet valley
Reservoir,

SALEM; Dec. 17 W The United
States government has made applica-
tions for permits to appropriate wa-
ter in Oregon for two Important
projects, C. P. Strlcklln, state engi-
neer, announced today.

One is for a permit to store 36,000
aero feet of water for irrigation, from
Powder river in Baker and Union
counties. The federal government is
constructing the Thief Valley reser-
voir on tho river near North Pow-
der, and expects to have the project
completed by next spring.

Tho other Is permit for Btorage of
120,000 acre feet of water from the
north fork of the Malheur river for
the proposed construction of the
Agency Valley reservoir near Beulah,
for irrigation purposes.

Project Cost $130,000
The estimated cost of the Thief

Valley project Is $136,000. The dam
Is to be reinforced concrete struc-
ture 65 feet in height and 380 feet
in length. The dami will create an
artificial lake having an area of 760
acres when full.

The estimated cost of the Agency
Valley project, which has been ap-
proved but Is yet to be authorized
by congress by appropriation of
funds, will be $1,100,000. The dam
will bo an earth fill 04 feet In height

(Continued on Page Five)

No Parking On
Narrow Section

Of Spring Ave.
"No parking" signs will be installed,

on Spring avenue along the narrow
portion near the First M. E. church,
it was decided at last night's meet-
ing of the city commission. The ac-

tion was taken upon recommendation
of City Manager Angus McAllister,
who was authorized to notify the
chief of police to sign the street.

' This action was taken following
petitions received a few weeks ago
from property owners, who also asked
that sidewalks be installed along the

(Continued on Pae Five)

Tigers Invade :
5,

Three Towns In
Next Six Days

The La Grande Tiger basketball
6quad, with one victory in Its sca,lp
bag and another week of practice
behind it, will go on the road this
weekend, playing two games away
from home. And on Wednesday, the
last day of school this year, a third

team will bo tackled.
Friday the Tigers are scheduled to

go to North Powder for a return
game. On a different floor, there
aro prospects of a different score
than here last Saturday, when the

(Continued on Pace Five

Flour Shipments
Increase Traffic

A bright spot in the traffic de
partment of the Union Pacific rail-

way system Is the activity carried on
by the flour mills as a result of the
orders received from China, H. E.
Lounstaury, or Portland, general
freight agent, stated this morning.
Mr. Lounsbury, accompanied by J.
H. Cunningham, of Walla Walla, dis-
trict freight and passenger agent,
spent today in La Grande ,and yes-

terday in Pendleton.
Mr. Lounsbury found the Pendle-

ton mills working to capacity, he
stated, with three shifts employed.

A recent editorial In a Washing-
ton paper was quoted by Mr. Louns-
bury, in which the editor stated that
tho plight of the railroads has a
greater significance to the country
than is realized. It Is estimated
that there are nearly 1,000,000 stock-
holders in the railroads of the united
States, and nearly 1.300,000 railroad
employes, most of whom have fam-
ilies. So it may be figured that be-
tween five and six million people
have a direct interest in the rail-
roads.

County Tourney
Postponed Month

The number of entrants in the
duplicate auction bridge tournament,
sponsored by the American Legion
auxiliary which opened last night at
tho Sacajawea Inn, was small due to
conflicting engagements and the
weather and the auxiliary, believing
that the size of the field does not
warrant continuing the tournament
this evening, has postponed the play
until January. Mrs. Charles Graham,
president, announced today. At that
time an Intensive ticket selling cam-

paign will be conducted, and the
tournament will be conducted by C.
H. Dcvlne along the lines of last
night's play.

Christmas Turkey
Shoot Due Sunday

The La Grande Gun club announces
Its annual turkey
shoot to be held Sunc'ay at the Lone
Tree trapgrounds. All trapshooters
are invited to participate. Officers
state thnt there will be plenty of
birds.

Director of Federal Pris-- V

ons Makes Report
Praises Warden White
For His Courage. .'.

LEAVENWORTH. Kan.. Dec. 17 (fr)
Laxity among guards which he said

had grown up prior to last week's
convict break at Leavenworth fed-
eral penitentiary was criticized to-

day by San ford BateB, director of
federal prisons, but he reported his
investigation showed Warden T. B.
White "acted in a brave and re-

sourceful manner."
The Washington official sold there

was "every hope" or bringing to Jus-
tice the persons guilty of smuggling
Into the prison the firearms used by
tho seven convicts who kidnaped the
warden and fled.

Pratoes Warden
Of Warden White, who was wound-

ed in the arm in a strugglo with his
captors before three of them were
killed and four recaptured several
miles from the penitentiary, Bates
said:' ; -

"I cannot come to any conclusion
other than that the warden acted In
a bravo and resourceful manner, and

(Continued on Page Elght

Condition Of
Y Pola Negri Is

Critical Today
SANTA MONICA. Cal., Dec. 17 VP)

Negri, Bcreen actress who late
yesterday underwent an operation
for an Intestinal obstruction, showed
signs of improvement today but her
physicians said her
recovery remained

doubtful,
"She is restingPI?fairly comfortable,

her condition Is

as well as can be:

expected, and Isisstill critical," read
a statement Issued!

by her physicians.
7 Prior to the op- -
oration, Miss Ncg
rrs. temperature
had' beon slightlymmin. excess of 100

degrees, but fol-- pola nEGR-- i

lowing tho opera--
tloi7.hor ,tomporature.wtii ..reported
hs having 'fallen to OO'.tjegrecsr'Hcr
reaction to the operation was de-

clared "good" by the physician
The aotrcss underwent i,, a blood

transfusion" following, the operation
yesterday, her physicians revealed to-

day. They' Intimated it might be
necessary for her to submit to an
other transfusion today. A profes-
sional donor was said to havo sup-
plied the blood.

Miss Negri came to America first
in 1021 after starring In the German
production of "Passion." During
her residence here until 1027, her
name was linked with those of
Charles Chaplin, the late Rudolph
Valentino, Kod la Koque ana runce
George Mdlvanl, whom, she took as
her second husband. Her first hus-
band was Colonel Dombskl, a Polish
count.

In 1927 Miss Negri left. Hollywood,
later obtaining a divorce from her
second husband. She returned here
last June to resume her career in
pictures.

PROHI ISSUE
TRUCE ASKED

BY SUMNERS
WASHINGTON, Dec. 17 (l') Repre

sentative Hatton W. Sumners, tho
Texan who now heads tho house
Judiciary committee, wanta prohibi
tion legislation shelved until eco
nomic questions have been bundled.

His committee must pass upon all
Judicial measures, among them
amendments to the bankruptcy law,
anti-tru- laws, and tho numerous
proposals for modification or repeal
of prohibition.

Sumners today declared himself in
favor of "a truce on tho liquor ques-
tion until wo 'shall, have done our
best unitedly and with concentrated
purpose to relieve economic distress
of the people."

Such a course from congress, he
said, "the common sense of the
country will approve."

Oregon Debaters
Chalk up Victory

HONOLULU, Dec. 17 wi The de-

bating team of the University of Ore-

gon won last night from the Uni-

versity of Hawaii on tho subject, "Re-

solved; that tho machine has been
developed at the expense of human
values." Tho vote of tho Judges was
two to ono.

The Oregon team members, who
took the negative, wcro Roger Pfaff,
Robert V. Miller, and David O. Wil-

son. Those on tho Hawaiian team
were Ramon Paguia, Edward Kent and
Thomas Fujiwara.

Rich Gold Strike
In Bulawayo Area

BULAWAYO, Southern Rhodesia.
Dec. 17 (JP) What is described as an
amazingly rich gold Btrlke has been
reported at Saucrdalc In the Bula-

wayo district. Specimens of rock
taken from a prospecting shaft were
said to yield an average of 100 ounces
of gold to the ton. Already pros-

pectors have staked out many claims.

Sheeting of Ice Covers
Columbia Kiver High-

way During Night.

GALE 70 MILES AN
HOUR FOR AWHILE

Sleet Storm Visits Eastern
Oregon. Leaving' Roads

. Slippery High Winds
Whip, County

PORTLAND, Ore.. Dec. 17 Rain
drenched moat of Western Oregon to-

day, following on the heels of a
southerly gale which lost night raked
the coastline at a clip.

Tho gale moderated rapidly this1
mcmlng', lessening to 00 miles an
hour at 6 a. m and falling to a mild
15 mile an hour blow three hours
later.

A sheeting of Ice covered the Col- -l

umbla River highway during the
! night and morning but rising temper-

atures were expected to bring about
normal conditions during the day.
Trains coming down the gorge were
more than an hour late this morning
while motor stages were running
from four to five hours behind sched-
ule.

At several places along the high-
way telephone and telegraph lines
wore snapped by an accumulation of
ice.

Higher temperatures are due over
Eastern Oregon and Washington, the
weather bureau reported

WEATHER SLEETY HERE
t A sleet storm last night, an un-
usual condition in La Grande, left
pavements and sidewalks extremely
slippery this morning and there was
r, minimum of traffic.

Automobile traffic between La
Grande and Pendleton was practically
at a standstill last night and early
today, with imports reaching here
that the Blue Mountain section of
the Old Oregon Trail highway was
dangerously slippery. To the east,
automobile traffic was coming
through,, but there were many cases
of skidding into .the ditch, some of
which were caAised by the high
winds. There was little drifting of
snow east of here, except for some
in the vicinity of Haines, but high-
way snowplowfc were on ithe Job.
Roads across the valley were reported
to be uncertain of travel, with drifts

(Continued on Page Five)

SPANISH WAR
VETERAN OF

UNION PASSES
Hy Mrs. L. Z. Torrall

(Observer Correspondent)
UNION, Ore., Dec. 17 (Special)

Jack Reeds, 53 -- year-old veteran of
the Spanish-America- n war, died at
tho veterans hospital in Walla
Walla late yesterday. He underwent
a cancer operation Friday.

The body was to arrive at Union
today and funeral services will be
held here, although the time has not
been announced.

Mr. Reeds was born In Marlin, Mo.
and came to Union with his parents
when he was only three years of
age. His wife preceded him In death
a year ago. He leaves a sister, Mrs.
Cathcrino Cameron, of Union, and a
brother, whose whereabouts are un-
known.

Sweek Will Hold
Court For Knowles

SALEM, Dec. 17 (P Assignment
oi" several Judges in Oregon were an-
nounced hero by Chief Justice Henry
J. Beam of the Oregon supreme
court. They include:

The assignment of Judge Calvin
L. Sweek, of Pendleton, to La Grande
to hear the Fletcher vs. McLaugh-
lin and Leonard vs. Rode cases, both
in which Judge J. W. Knowles has
been disqualified.

Judge Arlie G. Walker of Yamhill
county has been assigned to Port-
land to substitute for Judge W. A.
Ekwall during the letter's absence
from the district.

$8 3

WLATHER FORECAST
Oregon: Rain in the west

and snow and rain in the east
portion tonight and Friday;
warmer in the east and cool-
er in the southwest portion
tonight; heavy snow In the
mountains.

WEATHER TODAY '

7 a. m. 25 above.
Minimum: 23 above.
Condition: Cloudy, windy.

WEATHER YESTERDAY
Maximum 33, minimum 4

above.
Condition: Cloudy, precipi-

tation .05 of Inch. Sleet.
Range 29 degrees.

WEATHER IEC. 17, 1B30'
Maximum 38. minimum 27

above.
' Condition: Cloudy, snow
one Inch, precipitation .10 of
an inch. Range 11 degrees.

Sum Allowed to Meet De-

mands For Loans on
Service Certificates.

STEAGALL BILL
GIVEN APPROVAL

First Jtem of Hoover "Re-
construction" Program
is Reported By Banking
Committee.,

WASHINGTON, Dec. 17 (P) The
house today voted $200,000,000 for
the veterans administration to meet
demands for loans to veterans on

service certificates. Tho reso-

lution now goes to the senate..
The compnivteo also approved a

resolution calling for $120,000 for
the United States employment sorv?
ice from the labor department. The
committee reduced the estimate from
$168,000.

The additional funds for the vet-

erans loans will bring the outlay to
more than $1,200,000,000.

STEAGALL BILL APPROVED
WASHINGTON. Dec.-1- (P) The

house banking committee today ap
proved the Seagull bill t& creato a
$100,000,000 revolving fund for the
federal farm loan banks. This Is thtf
first: item., of the Hoover, "recon-
struction" 'program to be acted on.

Congressional Republicans have
been. urged by President Hoover to
press for early action oft his pro-

posed $500,000,000 "reconstruction
corporation," and senate- committee
hearings will start tomorrow.

On the house side. Representative
Snell, the Republican leader, re-

quested chairman S tea gall of the
banking committee, to expedite hear-

ings so the legislation can be brought
up for action In January.

President Hoover made his plea
yesterday to a group headed by Snell..

"While we Republicans are not In t
a position' to formulate the house
program, we- plan to do everything
possible to get action on this moast
ure." Snell said today. - '

"Mv. Hoover believes this measure L

wUUdo much. to bring, .about faw
'tiomlo improvement that 'will rtfwvQ'j
the banks of much strain." f.

Hearings will begin before-- ' both
senate and house committees toinor-ro-

on the administration proposed t

$500,000,000 "reconstruction corpora- - .

tlon." '. ;.

Hearings on the federal land bank,
capitalization bill soon will be
started by a of the
sonato banking committee.

Senator Carey, Republican, Wyo?
mlng. was named chairman of the

The other members
or the committee have not been des-

ignated.
Three major bills have been In;

troduced on this subject: by Siiwer,
Republican, Oregon; Howell, Ropub
Ucan, Nebraska, and Nor beck, Re- -

publican, South Dakota.
' MONEY NOT OX DEPOSIT
WASHINGTON, Dec. 17 (Pi An

International banker told the house
ways and means committee today
that Great Britain, France and Italy
did not have havo on deposit with
their fiscal, agents the funds with
which to meet their debt payments
duo to this country on Dec. 15.

Henry P. DavlBon, of J. P. .Morgan
and company, called to testify re-

garding reports tho countries had
had the funds on deposit, said:

"They did not have funds with
us and did not offer any."

Davison said he assumed any such
deposits would have been made with
the house he represents. s

(Continued on Pago Eight)

FOURTH YEAR
WILL WITNESS

"BETTER LIFE"
MOSCOW, Dec. 17 (ff) The yoar

1932 fourth year of the -'

plan will witness a strong campaign
to improve living conditions of the
soviet people and to strengthen tho
soviet army, the newspaper Izvest la
said in an editorial Wednesday t

The government organ gave figures
only for tho Russian republic, largest
and most important of the seven So-i-

republics, but It can be taken as
indicative of the country, as a whole.

The article said other nations wcro

seeking wars as a way out of the do- -
prcsslon and as a, means of disposing
of surplus production and that the
soviet republic would be tho object
of their attack.

Therefore, it demanded alertness
and increase In defense measures and
in strengthening the red army. ;

Rufus Holman To
Speak A t Baker

BAKER, Ore., Dec. 17 (Special)
Tho directors of tho Baker chamber
of commerce havo decided to hold tho
annual meeting Thursday evening,
Feb. 4. Tho pep committee announc-
ed that Rufus Holman, state treasurer,
will bo the principal speaker.

In connection with the annual
meeting the directors discussed tho
election of five new directors for the
ensuing year. Directors retiring are:
D.aine I hillock. A. F. Kerr, A. S.
Shockley, E. E. Hoge and Henry

, '

Clara Bow, faiuour, IT girl or the
movies, and Rex Hell, cowboy
actor, have taken out a license
to marry at Las Vegas, Xev.
Clara and Rex are at Belt's
10,000-acr- e much at searchlight.
New, more than 10 in lies from a
telephone, mr away from curi-
ous movie fa ns. Recent pictures' of both are shown here.

Murder Suspects
All Prisoners;

One Confesses

SALEM, Dec. n iff) With five
youthful suspects in tho murder of
Officer James Iverson, of Sllverton,
last May, in various 'Jails and insti-
tutions, F. E. Dodele, sergeant of
the state police, announced ho be-

lieved the arrests included all sus
pects of which they know anything
about, but he did not specify which
of.;riyi'4htotwaild.be charged, with
tneinurcier, n any. '

' The five suspects Include Joseph
R. Ripley, serving a term in the Mon
roe reformatory in Washington, who
has confessed to playing a part in
the murder. Paul Drier and Rich-

ard Hyland, whom Ripley Implicated
In one of his statements, aro being
held in Salem on burglary charges;
and David and Jack Drier, brothers
of Paul, who are reported under ar
rest in Portland charged with theft
of an automobile.

In his confession Ripley did not
implicate tnc two otner urrer ooys
but: did implicate a "Frank Manning
and Myron." Iverson was shot down
while on duty about 2:30 in the
morning, when, according to the con-

fession of Ripley, three youths at-

tempted to rob the Club pool hall
at Sllverton.

Cantata To Be
Sunday Evening

At M. E. Church
"The Prlnco of Peace," by Mrs. E.

L. Ash ford, a Christmas cantata, will
bo presented by" tho choir of the
Methodist church Sunday evening.
Dec. 20, at 8 o'clock in tho main audi
torium. Paul Knautz Is director and

' (Continued on Page Flve

Judge Ekwall Is
Speaker at Elks

Judge William A. Ekwall, of Port-
land, district deputy grand exalted
ruler of the Elks for. Oregon North,
was the honor guest at a special
meeting of tho Elks lodge last night
at the temple. Judge Ekwall address-
ed the lodge on affairs' of the order.

A clam feed, prepared by Guy Bir-ke-

was served after the business
meeting. Herbert Browning, chair-
man, of the Christmas trco commit-
tee, reported that the baskets of pro-
visions for distribution to the needy
are In readiness for Christmas, and
although there was not 'so much
money available as in the past, he
believes that the lower prices will
counterbalance the difference.

Don Fowler was initiated Into
membership.

Swanson Selected
Geneva Delegate

WASHINGTON. Dec. 17 Sena-
tor ' Swanson of Virginia, has been
chosen a delegate to the Geneva
arms conference which meets early
next year.

He will serve with Henry P. Fletch- -

cr, of Pennsylvania, veteran dlplo- - j

mat, and probably Secretary Stim- -
son. A Republican senator doubt- -
less will be selected to round out the
group.

Selection of the Virginian by
President Hoover was learned yester- -
day, but the Democratic senator de- -
cllned to discuss the matter at all.
Swanson, one of the sturdiest advo- -

cates of a strong navy, is pushing
now for leglblation to make possible
building the fleet up to the limits
wt by the London treaty.

'

JUNIOR PLAY TO

BE STAGED TWICE

Opening Performance of
"The Thirteenth Chair";

Begins Tonight.

The mystery of "The Thirteenth
Chair" has Intrigued countless audi-
ences in many cities who have wit
nessed- performances with-- , bawd
breath, awaiting the denouement. An
audience of grade school children was
enthralled by the' baffling mystery
Tuesday afternoon .when the Junior
class of the High school presented the
play under tho direction of 'Miss Cath-
erine Sartaln. Again tonight and Fri-

day with tho curtain rising at 8:16,
audiences will be plunged Into an
abyss of bewilderment untllthe cur-

tain falls on the closing scene.
Tickets for "The Thirteenth Chair"

are on reserve at Glass Drugs, and the
sales indicate that a full house will
be present each night. Miss Sartaln
declares than it is not Idle talk when
the cast of characters, the only ones
who know the solution to the play,
say that the play Is thrilling and
gripping, without a touch of the
gruesome.

The tenseness of the- mystery is
lightened by romance lent by the
heroine, played by Miss Barbara Cool-idg- c,

and tho hero, portrayed by
Harry Johansen. Burke Inlow and
Miss Evelyn Mastcn are convincing In
the rolo of. the parents of the hero.
The outstanding character role,
Madame Rosalie LaGrange, Is por- -

(Contlnued on Page Eight)
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SEVERE QUAKE
IN' MID -- SOUTH

DURING NIGHT
MEMPHIS, Tenn,.. Dec. 17 (Pi

Tho was shaken by a mild
earthquake that frightened house-
holders but did little actual damage
last night.

Four states felt the shock which
extended from Helena, Ark., on the
west, to Birmingham, Ala., on the
east and from Jackson, Miss., on
the south, to Jackson, Term., on the
north. It occurred at 9:40 (C. S. T.).

Corinth and Charleston, Miss., re-

ported the heaviest tremors. Win-
dows were broken and walls cracked
In the two communities. In many
cities, residents left homes and
buildings as they were shaken.

Professor W. L. Kennon of the de-

partment of physics and astronomy
at the University of Mississippi said
tho earthquake was "the thtrd and
most sere felt In northern" Mis-

sissippi in the past 20 years.

Storm Interrupts
Wire Service To

Observer Today
Interruptions in tho Asso-

ciated Press leased wire service
to the Observer today, caused
by stormy weather to the west
of La Grande, seriously cur-
tailed the volume of news,
with the result that several
departments depending upon
wlro news are somewhat In-

complete in tills Issue.
Ths wires were down for

more than an hour .early this
morning and service again was
Interrupted for a considerable
length of time during the
noon hour, when much of the
market news is customarily
received.
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Alabama Governor Allows Convicts
Temporary Freedom On Christmas

MONTGOMERY, Ala.. Dec. 17 (NEA
Service) Christmas will be a day of
rejoicing In all parts of the world,
but to convicts in Alabama's peni
tentiaries. It will have a moro spe
cial significance.

More than 300 convicts will be
given special "Christmas paroles" of
Irom 10 to 30 days In time to spend
the holidays with their families and
friends.

Governor B. M. Miller, who Is con-

tinuing the Christmas parole plan
started by his predecessor In office.
Governor Bibb Graves, has checked
records for weeks to choose the d

who will be given temporary
freedom.

"The risk of turning these men
out is very small," Governor Miller
says. "Last year only five of more
than 300 paroled failed to return,
and they were captured without
much trouble. Of course, wo care-

fully select the prisoners to bo given
the paroles and we feet ltttlo appre-
hension over whether they will re-

turn.
"Granting of paroles at ChrlHtmas

also serves as a reward for prisoners
whoho conduct has been excellent
during the year."

The Christmas parole is believed
to be an Institution peculiar to the
state of Alabama, which at one time
had a very unsavory reputation in
regard to Us handling of convicts.


