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La Grande's census total of 8043, making it the only city |
in Eastern Oregon in the eight thousand class, is gratifving
CvEn I.Iwuzh the thickly populated aress immediately oulside
_ the corporate Nmits cannot be included. Although the |
.grpwth outside has been so great that one g1ade school has

1 been built just beyond the legul boundary, the growth per- |

In only one classification has Buaker |
excelled—l.hey have 63 farms within the city limits :m(I
') today’s report shows La Grande has but three.

) - — = —

Sympathy fm the i:euc h pt-nplu llﬂ:ﬂlhl of the burden |
‘they carried during the war muy be slightly mispluced, An-
nouncement of the new budget in France shows the national
debt to be $466 per capita, while in England the per eapita
debt is $830—the greatest of any people on earth. France

centage is over 1697,

2

¢ .\' is prospering sufficiently to pay off a 75 million dollar debt*

to Swedish bankers, to announce a tax reduction of an equal
amount for next year. England, on the other hand, is forced
to increase taxes o meet war costs and post-war condi-
tions,

A FRENCH PICTURE OF AMERICA

You cease to wonder at the peculiar impressions foréigners
have of this country when you read such reports as that
of Mile, Marie Chaptal, delegate to the League of Nations
Welfare Committee. She says of what must have been 2
very briel visit to this country: I

“I encountered such deptha of misery, moral and physical,
as would appall. the most, experienced social workers ... A
great deal of child delinqueney is due to the prohibition ].aw f
Parents break the law und are invelerate drinkers. The
child becomses accustomed to see the law disobeved. .. The
very base of family life is different in the United States
from that in‘older countries,
no religious beliefs at all. The home is merely a place for
sleeping, or, oceasionally, eating ... Hygiene takes the pluce
y of ' morals.. Physical health takes precedence over conscience
" The humun soul docs not seem to be regarded a8 o
Hving reality.” .

All of these things will be found true in isolated portions
cof the country. It would be peculiar in any nation of 120
million people if such an impression eould not be gained if
¥ou were looking for it. But Mlle. Chaptal apparently
believes that this report is characteristic of the United
States as o whole; at least the text gives that impression,

The trouble is that her investigntion was made lurgely
in New York, our most foreign city, There, as eve Iyone
" knows, mnlmnlmn enfuorcerment is most lax and wiokation
most prevaleht. There ¢hn be found the worst slum condi-
tions in the country, the greatest vaviation in moral stand-
ards. But New York is no more iypical of the fest of
America than Paris is Lypical of provineinl Frunee. - |

Here there are only five cities with morve than o miilion
population. In spite of the drift to iwiham eonters the gpept
mjority of people in the United States still live in rural
fnd smallicity aveas.  In towns like La Grande and Utiion
and Walla Walliv and Doige can be found the more uverngn
standards of American life,  And they do not coincide witls
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thase pictured by Mile, Chaptal.  Although some pitronts
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CAlthough half of the people may be lax in religious olsery-
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wernge Amevicun  home outside the lirge  cities 18 ven
nich what the name implios—a home—with moral stind-
ards wo would le very willing to have campated to those of
France,
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Fire
Insurance
a Key

to Low Prices

Few have a true appreciation of the fars
! reaching cffect of Stock Fire Insurance in
| . -
i holding down the cost of all merchandise,
| No lIess authority than the Eneyvelopedia
Britannica contributes a "testimonial™ as

| follows:

“In the United States, as in no

other country, has insurance in

E’S only a kid perhaps, but
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he's at a very iipression-
able age . . . when the treat-
ment he gets as your news-
paper carrier can fashion his
whole future viewpoint.

His sole ambition now is to get
your newspaper to you on
time—he'll sacrifice no end of
comfort to make good. Why
not rewaid him with prompt
payiment of your monthly bill?

It will inspire him to a still
greater service. Have the
money ready at his regular
collection and watch his smile
of satisfaction.

Make a “regular American

man” out of a regular impres-
sionable youngster.,
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pensable element of ee rtainty without load.

ing prices for speculative risk,
By paving a preminm which on the

the
amount insured, business transfors to the

averagze is only a fraction of 107 of
Stock Fire Insurance companics what would
atherwise be an oppressive carrving charge
against the risk of destruction by fire,

The 239 Stock Fire Insurance companies
mnﬁtill:ting the National Board of Fire

Underwriters have rendered their services

at an average price that has constantly de-

| clined for more than twenty years.
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