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Hoover asks congress for a hundred miillion dollars sddi- |«

tional for the use of the furm' board. Apparently the board !

intends to try out its stabilization authority with a venge- |-
ance. With such a backing it will not be surprising to see |

whent and other basie agricultural conmodities reach a guod |
price level,

————

There have been many pictures printed in The Observer |
in the last five years, a good portion showing local improve-
ments contemplated or under way. But no picture hus
loaked quite so good {6 the people of this community as that |

published yesterduy showing the new passenger station to !+

>

be built during the next few months by the Union Pacific.

It will be a beautiful building, thoroughly in keeping with |t

the other fine appointnients of this growing city.

—

“Walter Pierce is of the opinion that George Joseph will
beeome an active and dangerous candidate for the republican
nomfination for governor—if the supreme colirt upholds the
distkirnient recommendution of the referees. He believes
Joseph will not only be a eandidate but o leading candidate,

With 2 good chince of going through to the November elec- B

tion. Which opinion, if it proves correct, means SOME pri-
MAry campaign. Joseph
campaigning. 1f he takes hic supreme court charges to the
P I IR e reworks (5at will leave a long after-

tglow throughout Oregon. But we can't cee any chance of

his being mominated. Now it looks like Corbett or Norblad, o

with the fermer having n <li

>

ght edge at the present time.

FEDERAL AND LOCAL TAXES

The charges made by Mr. Spencer at the chamber of com- _'

meree banquet that municipal, school and state taxes have
mounted higher and higher since the war while federal
expenses have been reduced is true. But in fairness to the
mass of voters who are responsible for this situation through
their approvail of bond issues and special levies some other
considerations should be emphasized.

In the first plice, it must be remembered that public in
provement, in the form of public buildings, xchools, streets.
water systems, ¢te, was at g standstil] during the war pe
All efforts and all materinls and all NUNEY Were reserved 1

national use that the war might be stccessfully terminated,
Many programs of expenditure that were norma! in thei
requivements were held up.  When the government bun was
lifted a big program of building and improvement was une
taken to cateh up.

Next, universal ow nership of the automobile beeam
1zed with the end of the war and the necessity for a networ
ol permanent roads became obvions, Huge bond issues fo
roads were approved in practically every state in the u
and brought our bonded indebtedness to 5 new high Jevel.
il Was o mecessary. prograni.

And in contrist with this increase in state and Jocal
penditures we saw a progrum of curtailment hy the
government, 4 succession of tax reductions. That, we ag
Yefleets on state and loeal government efficiency at firs
glance. Tut we question if it should, Fe deral expenditures
have been reduced. The national debt has been cut down
riearly ten billion dollars. Dut how do present federal ex-
penditures compare with those before the war? Ars they
down to the pre-war level? They are not.  And they are not
anywhere near it.

Many Observer veaders can yeeall when the first billion
dollar budget for the federal governnwnt wis regarded with
horror. That was shortly before the walr — vet we now
1equire over three billions to run the feders] government and
mieet our obligations, and & budget of that sire attracts little
attention. We nre spending three times what we used
spend for federal purposes, which is not much out of line
when eompared with the inerease of state and local expendi.
tures since before the war.

Much credit is due recent adnunistrations for federal toy
cuts. But those cuts were oblained with commarative ede
after the country had been through an orgy of war spending
Failure to vealize them would have been far more unusnal
than is the increase in Jocal and state taxes. And while the
present tax burden is & serious considersition for such ruil
road system as Mr, Spencer represents we must not overlook
the traffic and business volume that has been aided by ths
expenditare of much of his money for raw materials and
Pinished products. That factor has been important in th
presperity of the list decade and when combined with the
remarkable operating efficiency of such rouds as the U
Pacific has helped place the railroads of the country in 4
most favorsuble position they have known for many yoears
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