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While selentists ave so persistently adding to the store of
human knowledge we wish a few psychologists would enguge
in the study of smull boys on the way home from school. Our
particular interest is in the ohbvious tendency to wade in all

the water availuble, to step in every mud puddle, to plow |

through every snowdrift. 1t is probably « childish mania

that is ineurnble—much to the child's subconscious satisfac-

tion.

Soon the motorist will be able to drive peross the Columbia
hetween Ranier, Oregon, and Longview, Washington. The
new toll bridge, one of the biggest of its kind in the world,
is rapidly being commpleted. Then another will he stiarted to
eross the same great viver at Astoria, congress being fuvor-
ably inclined. Such wre the fruits of an automuobile age,
Ferries were efficient enough in years gone by, but modemn
spéed requires uninterrupted progress, closer communication,
u greater variety of travel routes.

Union will continue to be the friendly, pleasant community |

of the past. Not that there was any real danger of it be-
coming otherwise but the re-appointment of Tony Smith as

postmaster at Union for another four years makes it entively

safe, It just wouldn't seem right if Tony weren't postmaster
over there. It would be like having a new secretary of lln-

leestﬂck Show—and Tony has held that job so long dnd -.n ur

well that he has become a fixture, The Observer congratu-

lates Postmaster.Smith and recokdadlia hope that hig -umh- i

will never fade.

A state sometimes fails to appreciate the advertising |
walue. of its good highwnys because it never suffered long

from the advertising of mud highways, Ovegon tukes her
excellent rond system very much for granted but lowa, now
getting into the gopd ronds class, is not forgetting the vears

of mud and the unfavorahle publicity she received becuuse

of poor ronds.  As a result, Towa people are telling the world
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that they built nore paved roads last year than ull but twa
or three states, that the paving of cross state highwiays this |

year will exceed the voad construetion of any other
The day of the famous mud road in Towa is gone,
Towans it is not forgotten.

THE ORIGIN OF A LEGEND

1t you yecall the emvly duys of the World War, you willl

l_louhllw:a vemember the famous legend of the
Mons, It was a legend that appeared in the fall of 1914,
and it strengthened the British morale insneasurably,
time when such’ strengthening was hadly needed:

$ ‘Vllon the British oy was falling back befove the fiyst
irfesistiblessweep of the Germans, the allied cause seemed |
logt, Tt looked as il nothing
legend popped wp Lo help stiffen morale, the British wero not |
driven into the channel after all, and the German advince
was halted.

The' legend had it that the British pear guard, amid the
battle rack, suddenly noted gigantic, shadowy figures in the
clouds, dischavging invisible arrows at the Gerneins.
soldiers even asserted that the Gerntans foll i rows before
this defense. At all events, the tale ntade & big Impression
and thousands of Britishers nctunlly  believed  thut
suparnutural foyee had Been munifest on this oceasion.

But now Colonel Friedvich Herzenwivth, formerly of the
Tmperial Germun Intelligence Service, says thal it was all 4
trick—a German trick, which hud just the opposite effect to
that which had been planned,

A Germun plane, he hovered over the 1 sh lines,
and with o movie projector east moving picture shiupeson a
cloud bank where the British soldiers could see
hoped, by doing this, to spread terror and confusion
same stunt had been tried on the eastern (ront and had
worked bBeautitully, filling the superstitions Russinns with
fear and awe.

But it didn't work that way. Instead of tervorizing the
British, it actually strengthened their morale, So the Ger-
puins never tried it again,  This sevelation Is extremely in-
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