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Maybe we just impgine it, but people seem to gmile more
broadly and more genevously during the holiduys,  And thi,

~ inftself, is enough lo justify the Amervican vaviely of “eom-
mercinlized" Christmas, If the same plensanl tendeney |
cauld be eontinued the rest of the year--but, then, we sup-
pose there has to be blue Mondays and grouchy individunls
1o make us appreciate the change at Christmag time,

Suturday evening at the Sneajawea we may confidently
prediet & food shortage along about dighl o'elock
Observer carrvier gang will be finishing their annual Christ- F
ms dinner uround that hour—and when we say “llnish” we
Thig year—due to the absenee of a
certanin yed-headed youngster of record-hrenking umng"”" '”" tore LA2ED
ability—wo can't suy with assurance just what boy will end
up the meal with o light dessert of three vr four pie a-lu-
modes. But we are sure one of them will—they've never
failed us yet. And for the suke of those who plun Lo dine
wisely and well at the Sueajawen on this coming Saturday
we auggcﬂil unolficially that they be seated early. From
seven o'clock on we fancy the entive kitehen staff will be
engaged in filling youthful stomachs. And if you  think
that doesn't vequive the effort of a full staff, Just tey i
sometime,  Our carviers will furnish the stomachs.

The succession of the president of the senate Lo the fFOV-
arnor's chair will eause a lot of comment and vellection on
Lliis vather unique provision of the amended stale constitu-
tion. Should we have s vale by which iny man can hecome
the state's chiel exeentive without being chosen direetly by
the vote o the people for a high state office? In the
the ‘experience and ability ol Governor
Norblad meay work out to the imntinent satisfuction of the
Dut the jobiof being president of the
senate might have been held by n dozen other men, some of
them competent, most of them not, for the job of FOVETIO,
A senate president is not, by the very nature of hig norml
duties, elected 18 a possible successor to the governor,
18 elected for political purposes by his fellow senators with
Yet the hand of death niight,
aceording Lo our eonstitution, pul any sueh president of the
sennte, into the governor's of fice,
to have a Heutenanl-governor hns heen frequently torned
down by the people, peviaps the emphagis hronght (o e
subject by the present situntion will wake for a more fivor-
uble considerntion. Some change is needed, if e votors
are to continue the most diveet method of governmont in
Oregon,

BAD NEWS FOR CHINA

On soveral oceasions during the Inst (ew yeurs the nows |
from China has been distinetly eneouraging to all who T
to see wounified, able, progressive govirnmoent in that vial
gountey.  Right now, however, the sky b protty il
davker, in e, than ab any time i the prst decade

Chinn seoms Lo be in sevious danger of Calling 1o picee
completely, in o politics] sense,
is under attack fromy thyve stdes,  Clidang
the ablest leador the Nationalists have found, geons <latod

lose his authority., No one 15 in sight who can replace hing
Instead of the unification that was hoped Tor, and th

secmed fairly close For o while, Chime niay actaally bo veds

tovsplit upinto three, four or more sopicite stales, witl

ill-defined boundiries, chaotie political and national velii
ghips and no power whatever o ves
the priviloges which white nations have tken s

Phis is extvemely disturbing news. e Nonkine vovern-
ment was the strongest foree Tor i Geation that Do
peaved in China inmore than 10 years of By s
it falls the ottlook will Be dimk indeod

Nuor are the white nations swithont vesponsibiti (o
pelant abservers have deelured that Chinn eon never Becoe
iounified nation until the “tieaty ports” are given up and
extratervitorinlity ds ubolished, U goes without suying,
course, that these things will not be done it Chinag i\
into semicindependent wirring (actions.

Sonmwe day Ching will be wosolid notion, & good anaidket (o
American and Buvopean exporters. That day, evident!y
Durther off than we had supposed.
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