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In formulating plans to obtwin o national
park aren in the Wallows Mountuing, this
Ansoclation gave very careful considerntion
to the interests of ecach community which
would be direetly or indivectly affected. In-
dividunls and groups loeated in these com-
nmunities beeame important subjects of dis-
cussion so thet the pessibility of loss to
private enterprise or any interference with
plans of any groups would be fairly weighed
with benefits Lo be derived from locating i
national park in the Wallowa Mountains,

A survey mede for the puipose of cover-
ing these points, brought out two consideri-
tions which became important factors in de-
termining ow plans: (1) the proposal of
the FForest Service to create o “Wilderness
Aren,'" and (2) sheep grazing permits on
Government land in the Wallowa Mountains.

Boeciuse 'of publie criticism of this Asso-
cigtion and the reflection aguinst the intent
of its plans, made by individuals whose state-
menty are proved by faets to be unsound and
irresponsible, the directors have determined
Lo publish information regurding sheep graz-
ing compiled by the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Forest Service; whose
authority on the subject cannot be challenged
i permits fon grazing are issued by them
and' their statements are derived from Gov-
ernment records.  In quoting the Forest
Service Officinls here veferved Lo, it must be
understood that no offieial or personal en-
dorsement of the nutional park movement is
mide by them.

- . T
Grazing In The State

Over the signature of the Distriet For-
cster, North Peeific District, the following
figures of record have been given to the
Associntion:
“Net aven of national forest land in Oregon
iy 18,287 866 ncres.
During 1028 grazing permits were issued to
1602 pormittees.
Of the total net nationnl forest avea of 13-
2HT 806 acres, less than sixly per cent is used
by domestic livestock,
The total gross recélpts from sheep giusing
in Qregon for 1028 were $115,712,68. These
foceipts are turned into the United States
Trousury. Twoenty-five per cent of the gross
receipts is returned Lo the State for distii-
bution to the Countigs within which the
National Forests are located. Ten per cent
is mude availuble for expenditure by the
Forest Service."

How Much Wallowa National
Park Will Affect Grazing
In The State

From the above government datu, the {ol-
lowing facts hecome appurent :

Wikh o total of over thivteen million aeres
now contained in National Forest Reserves
in Oregon, this Association requests a Nu-
tionmal Park Aven of ‘66,500 acres; being one
five-thousandth of the whole,

Out of u total of 1502 permitiees, the Wal-
lowa Nutional Park avea affeets only ten per-
mitlees,

With nearly 6075 of the government L
used by private individuals for personnl gain
thyrough giaving, this Association requests
only a five-thousandth per cent for public
henefits without divect profit to any indi-
vidual of the Associntion.

Of the S115,71268 recvived from sheop
graging in 1928, the State received 269, or
FERO2816 and the Forest Service 100, or
SULOTL20 -0 total to botly of $40,499,42.
Lt Wiy 9000 head of sheep are now grazed
within the aren requested for o National
Parke At 10e per head for three months
graeing, e guoted by the Forest Service, the
Rioss teedipts Frorn Q000 head of sheep would

___ LA GRANDE EVENING OBSER

tatement By

The Wallowa National Park Association

MAP SHOWING PROPOSED PARK AREA

#mrms&

wWAMP
RSN

[ooKouT

mT

finkg

nZIER
F:!nr sf"%i

Fuwien HRAL

TH Bev n-ﬁumﬂ

Q
FISH Lane
Anp RESWEIR

ThAciNG Fhom
U.s. Bewr or ASRICULTURE

— FoREST Service Map —

The recinngle stiown in the ahove map constlintes the boundary of the propostd Notional Pack in the

Wallowan mwoominins. Adjscent tereitory Is also shown,

he $1,282,60.  The loss to the State (269))
would be $320.638 and to the Forest Sevvice
(104,) would he $128.25; a total of $448.88
out of a total revenue of over Forty Thous-
and dollars—anfl not even these few dollars
will lie lost unless sheep grazing is prohibited
in the aren requested.

Authentic datin on this subjeet as applied
to the State is cortainly illuminating; but
fid more important and significant are the
veal foets us applied Lo the Wallowa and
Whitman Forest Reserves speeifically.

Grazing In The Wallowa For-
est Reserve And in the Whit-
man Forest Reserve

The following figures and data have been
fuimished to the Wallowa National Park As-
soeintion over the signatures of N. J, Billings,
Forest Supervisor, Wallowa National Forest,
und John C, Kuling, Forest Supervisor, Whit-
man National Forest, respeclively, as they
are gquoted:

“Total aerenge in Wallowa National

Forest ; v . 969,187
Total acrenge in Whitmun National

Forest - . LA 850

Totul Forest Reseryve 24310067
Carrying eapacity for sheep grazing:
Wallowa National Forest Ta.000 Hend
Whitman National Forest. . 120,000 Hewd
Totul sheep grazing eap. 193,000 Head
Supervisor Billings writes:

“The number of sheep grazed within the
treaet (Wallown National Park Aven loeated
in/the Wallown National Furest) is approxi-
mately T7.000 head."”

Supervisor Kuling writes:

“Associnte Ronge Examiner J. 1. Peter-
son of this office estimates that the netual
cirrying  eapacity of the above described
land (Wallowa Nationad Pavk Area located
in the Whitman Fovest) is 1920 ewes with

limbs.  Fourteen and ohe-quarter cents per
head for a three months' season, is the fee
given by Supervisor Billings, with seven per-
mittees grazing in portions of the arvea re-
quested; while Supervisor Kuhns states that
three permittees graze on portions of the
area requested loying within his jurisdietion.

How Much Wallowa National
Park Will Affect Grazing In
The Wallowa National For-

est And The Whitman Na-

tional Forest

The above records taken from the files of
the two Government offices respectively
named, disclose the [ollowing facts in vela-
tion to sheep grazing within the park area
planned by the Wallowa National Park As-
socintion:

I'vorn the total acreage contained in the Wal-
lowa and the Whitman National Forests, of
over two million neres, the Associntion re-
quests 66,500 acres—which is less than threc
per cent of the whole. With a carrying ca-
pacity [or grazing of 193,000 head of sheep,
the area requested cannot affect over 8,920
head even if grazing is prohibited in the areu.
This 8,920 head of sheep represents 4-5/89,
of the earvying capacity of the Forest Re-
serves AND LEAVES OVER NINETY-
FIVE PERCENT UNDISTURBED AND
UNAFFECTED

It should again be noted here that less thun
three per cent of this Government land in
the Wallowa and Whitman Reserves is re-
quested for the benefit of the public by u
non-profit, non-commercial association sup-
ported by voluntary  contributions; while
eriticism aupd objeetion is made by individ-
wids having over 9747 of the Government's
land available for private enterprise and per-
sunnl gain.

Another signifieant contrast is found in com-
paring ten permittees grazing in portions of.
the ared requested for a National Park, with
the endorsement of and benefits to over i
million and a quarter of taxpayers in Idaho,
Washington and Oregon.
Assessor Geo. B, Richards in a communica-
tion to this Association, gives the assessed
valpution of sheep in Wallowa County as:

$6.00 per head for old sheep (1928)

$8.00 per head for prime sheep (1928)
At an average of $7.00 per head, the 8,920
sheep affected by the National Park Area
(if grazing is prohibited in the area) has &
total assessed valuation of $62,440.00 and
taxes at 23 mills on this valuation are
$143.61. Compare this ingignificant amount
with the taxes paid by the business men
and citizens of the communities which will
benefit by the creating of the Wallowi Na-
tional Park.

Government Regulations For
Grazing In National
Park Areas *

One other phase o1 the situation hus been

carefully investigated by the Wallowa Na-
tional Park Association: the Federal regu-
lntions for grazing in National Park Aveas.
It was found that these regulations nre pro-
vided for in the United States Code, Title 16,
Section 3, Chapter 1, as follows:
“Provided, however, that the Secretiry of
the Interior may, under such rules and regu-
lations and on such terms as he may pre-
scribe, grant the privilege to graze livestock
within any National Pavk . . ., when in his
judgment such use is not detrimental to the
primary purpose for which such park was
created.”
This establishes without possibility of intel-
ligent dispute, that grazing in Wallowa Nu-
tional Park may be lawfully permitted and
that such permit is given at the discretion
of the Secretary of the Interior. Therefore,
the Wallowa National Park Association ex-
peets to incorporate in their request to Con-
gress and the National Park Service, under
the Department of the Interior, & recommen-
dation that sheep grazing be permitted in
Wallowa National Park and that any sheep
grazing permits now in force be continued
and not disturbed. This does NOT estab-
lish n precedent; as grazing was permitted
in Lassen Voleanie National Park, Cali-
fornia.

.
Conclusion

Nu effort has been made in this statement
to cover the subject of the immense advan-
tages in both revenue and advertising from
tourist traffic attracted by National Parks
and the gains in population and business
enterprise to every community near the Wal-
lowa Mountains; nor the Nalional advertis-
ing of this section of the country by rail-
roads, auto clubs and other ugencies;- to-
gether with the preservation of one of the
grandest scenic and historieal areas in the
United States. This phase of the movement
will be covered in detail along with the plans
of the Forest Service for a "Wilderness
Aven," in a booklet which is being prepared
and which will be issued at an early date.

The directors have eonfined themselves to
the subject of sheep grazing as it may be
affected by the creation of a National Park
in the Wallowa Mountains, in the belief that
the CONSIDERATION OF ACTUAL FACTS
WILL GAIN THE SUPPORT OF EVERY
COMMUNITY,

The Association has received the written
endorsement of cities and towns in Idaho,
Washington and Orvegon and its Board of
Directors is composed of publie spirited men
in all three states.

The Wallowa National Park Association

By Julius Roesch, President

Headquarters, Sueajawen llotel, La Grande, Oregon

Iuling Roesch, La Grande.

Lo I. Anderson, Walin Walla, Wash.

I I Cruden, Walln Walla, Wash.
H, E. Dixon, La Grande.
Lloyd Harreis, Lewiston, ldaho.

(e L. Larison, La Grande.
Howard M. Covey, Portland.

M. B. Mikkleson, Lewiston, Idaho
John C. MacPherson, La Grande

Directors Of The Wallowa National Park Association

W. C. Perkins, La Grande

W. G. Shuham, Walla Walla, Wash.
A, J. Stange, La Grande

Bert 1. Savage, Lewiston, ldano,
R. I Tyler, La Grande,

Divectors representing Boise, Idaho

and other Oregon cities now being
elected by commercial bodies
in their respective
communities.
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