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A Statement By
The Wallowa National Park Association
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Another significant contrast is found in com-

paring ten permittees grazing in portions of.
the area requested for a National Park, with
the endorsement of and benefits to over ii

million and a quarter of taxpayers in Idaho,
'

Washington and Oregon.
Assessor Geo. E. Richards in a communica-

tion to this Association, gives the assessed

valuation of sheep in Wallowa County, as:.
$6.00 per head for old sheep (1928)
$8.00 per head for prime sheep (1928)

At an average of $7.00 per head, the 8,920

sheep affected by the National Park Area
(if grazing is prohibited in the area)' has a
total assessed valuation of $62,440.00 and
taxes at 23 mills on this valuation are
$143.61. Compare this insignificant amount
with the taxes paid by the business jnen
and citizens of the communities which will
benefit by the creating of the Wallowa Na-

tional Park.

Government Regulations For
Grazing In National ! ,

Park Areas
One other phase of the situation has been

carefully investigated by the Wallowa Na-

tional Park Association: the Federal regu-
lations for grazing in National Park' Areas.'
It was found that these regulations are pro-
vided for in the United States Code, Title 16,
Section 3, Chapter 1, as follows:
"Provided, however, that the Secretary of
the Interior may, under such rules and regu-
lations and on such terms as he may pre-
scribe, grant the privilege to graze livestock
within any National Park . . . when in- - his
judgment such use is not detrimental to the
primary purpose for which such park was
created."
This establishes without possibility of intel-

ligent dispute, that grazing in Wallowa Na-

tional Park may be lawfully permitted and
that such permit is given at the' discretion
of the Secretary of the Interior. Therefore,
the Wallowa National Park Association ex-

pects to incorporate in their request to Con-

gress and the National Park Service, under
the Department of the Interior, a recommen-
dation that sheep grazing be permitted in
Wallowa National Park and that any sheep
grazing permits now in force be continued
and not disturbed. This does NOT estab-

lish a precedent; as grazing was permitted
in - Lassen Volcanic National Park, Cali-

fornia." '
, . '

Conclusion
No effort has been made in this statement

to cover the subject of the immense advan-

tages in both Revenue and advertising from
tourist traffic attracted by National. Parks
and the gains in population and business
cntei-pris- to every community near the Wul-low- a

Mountains; nor the. National advertis-
ing of this section of the country by rail-

roads, auto, clubs and other agencies;, to-

gether with the preservation of one Of tho
grandest scenic and historical areas in the
United States. This phase of the movement
will be covered in detail along with the plans
of the Forest Service for a "Wilderness
Area," in a booklet which is being prepared
and which will be issued at an early date.

The directors have confined themselves to
the subject of sheep grazing as it may be
affected by the. creation of a National Park
in the Wallowa Mountains, in the belief that
the CONSIDERATION OF ACTUAL FACTS
WILL GAIN THE SUPPORT OF EVERY
COMMUNITY. V

The Association has received the written
endorsement of cities and towns in Idaho,
Washington and Oregon and its Board of
Directors is composed of public spirited men

"

in all three states.

In formulating plans to obtain u national

park area in Die Wallowa Mountains, this
Association gave very careful consideration
to the interests of each community which
would bo diiectly or indirectly affected. In-

dividuals and groups located in theso com-

munities became important subjects of dis-

cussion so thiit the possibility of loss to

private onlcrpiise or any interference with

plans of any groups would be fairly weighed
with benefits to lie derived from locating a
national park in the Wallowa Mountains.- -'

. A survey mi.do for the purpose of cover-

ing these points, brought out two considera-
tion!; which became important factors in de--

termining our plans: (1) the proposal of
the Forest Service to create a "Wilderness
Area," and (2) sheep grazing permits on
Government laud in the Wallowa Mountains.

Because of public criticism of this Asso- -

ciation and the reflection against the intent
, of its plans, made by individuals whose state-
ments are proved by facts to be unsound and ,

, irresponsible, the directors have determined
to publish information regarding sheep graz-

ing compiled by the United States Depart-
ment of, Agriculture, Forest Service; whose

uuthority on the subject cannot be challenged
as permits for grazing are issued by them
and their statements are derived from Gov- -.

eminent records. In quoting the Forest
Service Officials here referred to, it must be
understood that no official or personal en-- v

' dorsement of the national park movement is
made by them.

Grazing In The State
Over the signature of the District For-

ester, North Pacific District, the following
figures of record have been given to the
Association:
"Net area of national forest land in Oregon
is 13,287,806 acres.

During 11)28 grazing permits were issued to
1502 permittees.
Of the total net national forest area of
287,8(16 acres, less than sixty per cent is used
by domestic livestock.
Tho total gross rocoipts from sheep grazing
in Oregon for 1928 were $115,712.03. Theso

receipts aro turned into the United Slates
Treasury. Twenty-fiv- e per cent of tho gross
receipts is iclurncd to the State for distri-
bution to the County within which the
National Forests aro located. Ten per cent
is made available for expenditure by the
Forest Service."

How Much Wallowa National
Park Will Affect Grazing
In The State

From the above government data, tho fol-

lowing facts become apparent:
With a total of over thirteen million acres

now contained in National Forest Reserves
in Oregon, this Association requests a Na-

tional Park Area of 00,500 acres; being one
of the whole.

Out of a total of 1502 permittees, the Wal-
lowa National Park area affects only ten per-
mittees.

With nearly 0O'c of the government land
used by private individuals for personal gain
through grazing, this Association requests
only a th per cent for public
benefits without direct profit to any indi-

vidual of the Association.
Of the $1 15,712.03 received from sheep

grazing in 1928, the State received 2 .";, or
$28,928.16 and the Forest Service 10o or
$11,571.26-- 8" total to both of $10,499.12.
Less than 9000 head of sheep are now grazed
within the area requested for a National
Park. At 1 P,C per head for three months
grazing, as quoted by the Forest Service, tho
gross receipts from 9000 head of sheep would

5

be $1,282.50. The loss to the State (25)
would be $320.63 and to the Forest Service

(10'o) wpuld be $128.25; a total of $148.88
out of n total rovenue of over Forty Thous-
and dollars anil not even theso few dollars
will bo lost unless sheep grazing is prohibited
In the area requested.

Authentic data on this subject as applied
to the State' Is certainly illuminating; but
far more important and significant arc the
real facts as applied to the Wallowa and
Whitman Forest Reserves specifically.

Grazing In The Wallowa For-

est Reserve And in the Whit-

man Forest Reserve
The following figures and data have been

furnished to the Wallowa National Park As-

sociation over the signatures of N. J. 1'illings,
Forest Supervisor, Wallowa National Forest,
und John C. Kuhns, Forest Supervisor, Whit-

man National Forest, respectively, as they
aro quoted:'

'

"Total acreage in Wallowa National .

Forest 969,137
Total acreage- in Whitman National

Forest 1,311,830

ft

lambs." Fourteen and er cents per
head for a three months' season, is the fee
given by Supervisor Billings, with seven per-
mittees grazing in portions of the area re-

quested; while Supervisor Kuhns states that
three permittees graze on portions of the
area requested laying within........his jurisdiction.

How Much Wallowa National
Park Will Affect Grazing In
The Wallowa National For-

est And The Whitman .
Na-

tional Forest
The above records taken from tho files of

tho two Government offices respectively
named, disclose the following facts in rela-

tion to sheep grazing within the park area

planned by the Wallowa National Park As-

sociation:
From the total acreage contained in the Wal-- '

Iowa and the Whitman National Forests! of
over two million acres, the Association re-

quests 66,500 acres which is less than three
per cent of the whole. With a carrying ca-

pacity for grazing of 193,000 head of sheep,
the area requested cannot affect over 8,920
head even if grazing is prohibited in the area.
This 8,920 head of sheep represents
of the carrying capacity of the Forest Re-

serves AND LEAVES OVER NINETY-FIV- E

PERCENT UNDISTURBED AND
UNAFFECTED
It should again be noted here that less than
three per cent of this Government land in
the Wallowa and Whitman Reserves is re-

quested for the benefit of the public by a
non-prof- association sup-

ported by voluntary contributions; while
criticism and objection is made by individ-

uals having over 97 of the Government's
land available for private enterprise and per-
sonal gain.

.hi .
Total Forest Reserve -- .2,310,967

Carrying capacity for sheep grazing:
Wallowa National Forest 73,000 Head
Whitman National Forest 120,000 Head r

if'
Total sheep grazing cap 193,000 Head

Supervisor Hillings writes:
"Tho number of sheep grazed within the

tract (Wallowa National Park Area located
in the Wallowa National Forest) is approxi-
mately 7,000 head."
Supervisor Kuhns writes:

"Associate Range Examiner J. L. Peter-
son of this office estimates that the actual
carrying capacity of the above described
land (Wallowa National Park Area located
in tho Whitman Forest) is 1920 ewes with
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