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THE “CRIMINAL CLASS" INCREASES

It is rather surprising, when you stop to think about it,
that a nation which prides itself on its efficiency as much as
ours does should pay so little serious attention to the matter
of remedying its erime suitation.

‘The current “erime wave” is a good many different
dings; but mostly it is o tragic, costly waste, Much, if not
oIl of it, could be prevented. Yet we do practically nothing

) set the situation right.

_ A graphic illustration of what is happening is revealed
in o current report from the depuytment of commeree—a ye-
port concerning results of the 1927 eensus of state prisons
i Michigan, TIn 1927 there were 8510 persons sent Lo prison
in Michigan, and at the end of the vear the state's prigon
population was 6388, But in 1910 the state sent only H6j
mien to prison, and the prison population was only 1506, |

Michigan has grown rapidly in population sines 1910+ yol,
a8 the department's bulletin points out, its growth has bhoeen
Il'owhl-u near as rapid as the growth in its criminal populi-
don. Iu 1910 the prisoners received from the courts num
bered 18.9 per 100,000 of population in 1927 the ratio hd
sonred 1o 752 perr 100,000,
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Add to all of this the undeniable fact thit we nre proh l'{:
ltlJl_\-'ll'\'('ll 88 efficient today in the matier of cabehing i -
convieting law=breakers than we wore in L0, and von gt 02‘
the full force of the appalling: sitoation i':’

We do not know, vet, just what the Faetons are that maks .:.
!h(\n evininnly,  Evonomie, socinl and psvehologionl fore i T —" botan I :.
mvolved which are not quite clear, Bt peophe Who  hiw . ::.
studied the situation know much more than was Kinown ".:.
merly, They hoave made pretty definite advane | .R
field. Yet wo donot use any of thely findings, . We pay wy .:.
sunus Lo maintaim our police, our court ANl our prisons, Lot .g.
We et it goat that. We ignore the sdvice of Lhe! ex it "

Qur erime situation is worse than a diserace. W R
Wegoing o give up our prejudice and our indiffor il 3
Lackle it as 4 social problem that enn be solvid Iy I v
scientific method We hope the new comim) I b d
'“’I"'i“h"l Ilj' M Hoover will be a start, .E.
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