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Becret of success: Start in any chosen direction; keep
going.

| The Iagialnturu has been wmk:nn’ half of its ucheduled'
' 'ﬁ! days—and most of the big problems are yet to be thrashed
out. It looks very much like the gang will have to work over- |
time without pa.\.
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While we're d:acumng lhc \wathcr it's nice to think that
one Herbert Hoover is enjoying the month of January in
Florida. The four years ahead of him will not be entirely
reatricted to fluwerﬁ und sunshine.

ABOUT OF NFI(.I!!IOR MR HAMSTREET

In an adjoining column today we offer an editorial from
the Momning Enterprise, Oregon City, in which our good,
friend Ed Brodie discusses in fatherly manner the State Press
Conference with our good neighbor, Harold Hamstreet, ofl
the Wallowa Sun. Naturally we are slightly interested be-
cause the publisher of The Observer happens to bé president
of the Conference this yeur—an interest that can be excused
under the circumstances.

Harold, it scems, was suffering from lack of editorial,
matter recently, and having to fall back on the Press Con-
ference for something to write about, he overlooked the
usual requirement of getting accurate information on' the:
subject. Apparently not having attended the Conference
gince his days as an undergraduate on-looker, Mr, Hamstreet's
imppessions are a bit vague, to_say nothing of being inac-!
curate. {

Considered in the light of our prejudiced position, no ohe '
- can blame us for saying that we think Harold would undergo
H & slight change of heart and mind if he really did journey
| to Eugene for the Conference once in a while. Reasons for’
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: doing so can only be found, we admit, in case he can also
l\ find reasons for taking and reading a trade publication or
two, for trying occasionally to broaden his knowledge of the
l country newspaper business, to discover now ideas and new |
methods, perhaps, for rendering his community better service
us its newspaper publisher, To secure, in other words, that
knowledge of his own field of activity that can come only
from reading or hearing the experiences of others. o
Strange as it may seem, Harold, and hard as it is to bear,
we, who direct the destinies of the Wallowa Sun and The
Evening Observer cannot yet be classed among those who
know all there 18 to know about the newspaper business. You
can, it is true, write nicely phrased little slaps at some “pet
eeve” when the occasion demands. The ink smudge on your
nose, we are quite sure, is a decoration indicating ability to
do your bit in the composing room under pressure. No small
ccomplishments, by any means. We confess, confidentially,
.0 fancy ourselves as fairly adept at making up twelve or
gixteen pages in pretty good time when a rush is on in our
own ghop, |
But those things do not constitute all the things required
in this manufacturing business called “newspaper publish- |
ing" As you well know, Harold, the job does not always lead
over a rose-strewn path.  No huginess can be eryvstalized ; it's
forever in a state of motion, going forward or back., Prob-
lems arise, are solved : vet new ones constantly present them-
selvea. And the newspuper business is no exception |
No trade journal, no o rence or convention attended
by one's fellow sufferers, no “shop talk”™ with neighbors or
outside experts can possibly provide & solution for all our
problems. No one expects thut. But they can, as the most
successiul men in the newspaper a8 well s other business
netivities have discovered, contribute to the solution of many
of them, And in addition, incidentally, they give a new in-
spiration, & new point of view, & new appreciation for the
commonpliace opportunities for service in vour chosen field
Try it sometime, Harold, 1t might “take.” Come alot T
with us down to Eugune next month. We are sorrv to sa
you will have to pay vour own rmilroad fare and your own
hotel bill. but there's a bare possibility that the experience
might be worth it. At least, two or three hundred news-
DaAper men seom o find it so vach veur—and.you ITE'-H]'-'A. by
gome chance, have something in common with them.
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