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In another column today is a communication carried over
the signature of John Allen, former mendier of th" city
police force, which he says is .sulimitted in order to let people
know just why he is no longer a city employe and to Keep
his reputation clean.

When originally siilimilt.cd to us hy Mr. Allen, the letter
.said that the objectionable statement appeared in a
issue of The Observer. And since no item meetia;: the

had appeared in these columns, v.e out in touch
with Mr. Allen, and he n'adly corrected the slatei.n-n- after
investifratino; the source of the story to which his litter
referred.

In the discussion that incidentally resulted, however, cer-

tain facts came out which have a beariiift on the
lion in inie.sl.ion. In the .first place, .Mr. Allen admitted that
he did not write the letter himself, that it was written by
someone else, lie admitted further that he did not ilictalc
a larjfe part of the opinion contained therein, that lie didn't
really want the letter to say what it does. His piimary
idea, he said, was to let the public Know why he was relieved
from his position with the city and to prevent any misunder-
standing; or any reflections on his jrood reputation.

Which is a natural desire on the part of Mr. Aden. Xo
one will accuse him of other than fair or honest conduct,
to the best id' our Knowledge. And no one would think for.
II minute that he received his dismissal for any reason other
than political expediency and municipal harmony. The only
Unfortunate thinj; is that he consciously or unconsciously
lent his signature to sentiment not his own. lie let some-
one hide behind that signature who lacked the courage to
Come out openly and express his opinion on the incident.

Whoever wrote the communication winch Mr. Allen so
kindly signed wasn't nearly so interested in protecting Mr.
Allen's good name as he was in taking ;( fling ;; ihe city
administration while hiding behind the back of another.

!llt that's to be expected once in a while. Keeping,- under
cover at the expense of someone else is the habit uf .ore-head- s

and poor sports under such circumstances. And
that they do it while posing a.s th,, fi i(.,,, ;, cham-

pion of those they seek to use. We regret in this instance
that they sought to make .Mr. Allen the goat.

Oh well, whatever one thinks about the w liter of anon;.
molls letters, it has no bearing on the political piactiie we
Marled out to discuss. Which is simply the widely

practice of a successful administ at ion or official in-

suring utmost harmony and by employing; one's
supporters and getting- rid f one's opponents.

lieing dismissed because one did not give pioper suppoit
to those who were successful in the election i whether or
Hint is true in this instance) is no disgrace and c.sts no

It's very natural and very muih to i.e cM.eipd.
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