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plainssheford the ballots ave counted and the  presentationy

and answering of guestionnaives will not aecomplish anything. [hkc b
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Not satisfied with the present law and believing the pro-|
posed §3 auto license too dreaktic o change, State ‘ull.tl-»l.
Dunne is prepaving to institute o new auto license m:f_l s
tix measure desipned Lo strike & happy medium while keep-
ing highway revenue practically at its present point.  Li-|
cense fees [or cars would be ent about in half, with & $10
minimum, and the loss in revenue mude up by increasing the
gas tax to five cents,

In theory this new plan is logieal. It would provide ve-
Hel for some car owners and would make those who use the
highways most pay a greater share of the cost through o
high gns tux, Actually, we are inclined to doubt any real
benefit from the change, Fees are not now so high that they
will make or hreak any car owner. To fuerense the gas tax
to five cents, on the other hand, would tend to ewrtadl travel
of tourists in thig state and to foree Oregon residents to
Yshop” for motor fuel across the state line where no sneh
penalty existed.

Tourists wre valued in Oregon not only because théy pay
nogens tax bt becnuse they pay for other things that mean
o profit to Ovegon business,  More than that,
many cases, potentigl settlers and make theiv prelinminary
exploration and investigation vin Oregon highways, Neigh-
hlll'il'l;.' states wonld not be slow to capitalize o high gas tax
in Oregon, and, sory as thousands of tourists
fre influenced by just sueh smaldl considerations

they ure, in

I My seem,

About two-thivds within

il comparntively

af Opvegon's populition vesides

short distance of a nelghborving state’s b

der,  Although it's doubtful economy, many  cwr owners
would recopnize that advantage and buy msoline ootaide
the stute, With the Vincouver bidge Tvee, one ean inugine
how many Portland residents would tfind ocension to drive
o the Washington side for the S l; Lern iy i
bring: home a tank fidl of foreign ga

Another point in Mre. Dunne's moasure I8 not in ae
with present tendencles—the allowing auarterly e
huving so that the eayr owner who finds himself fing
embarvassed on January Lvst ean bay it
yedir's license on Apel fiest 0 the condition of s pocket
hook improves,  In other words, just becans it dow
wse hig property, doesn’t get value out of | s tax would
'S l't'fh'li‘l_‘_if.

Such i plan, It seems Lo us, s Iy unfiir he
property owners,  The man wWho owns a small use and )
short of funds beciause it s amvented dovsn’t have his poggp-
erty tax reduced a gquarter of & hall beenose he isn't g
the use of It He pays just the same, even i he gots no valug
out of It for a vear, while the man with o ear vepresenti
fin equal vestment could wvoid his s sanply b Loy
ning the ear.

The present plan 18 moderate cnough in that respect and

prrs in favor of the ear owner, bat the Dunbio plag wil
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out merdt. Perhaps it will tend o divide  dissatisiueti
umeng ey owners with the 83 Deense plan ol thosehy
tect the superior existing syatem,
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