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VALLEY SETILED IN 1861; DEVELOPMENT STEADY i
AIRPLANE VIEW OF A PART OF THE FAMOUS GRANDE

RONDE VALLEY IMBLER IN FOREGROUND

store, has here about ISj
and built the stem, building j

in width the Hug garage with My- -

ron Hug and Harry Hug as pro-- )

prletors. is now located; A. A- L.

chain stores. Thrift and
groceries uuib-- tiie supervision nf '

TAXABLE PROPERTY
IN COUNTY LISTED

AT OVER 25 MILLION

COUNTY'S PROGRESS
SINCE SETTLEMENT
IN 1861 REMARKABLE

Tax .Money Used by County and City Governments
to Build and Maintain Most Modern Schools, ,

Highway Systems, and for Other Pur-

poses, Carefully Expended

Growth of Grande Ronde Valley Along All Lines
Has IJecn Steady and Sure; Agricultural Fros-jieet- s

Arc Improving with Each Year and
More and More Industries Coming Here '

direction In which he. may wish
to go.

Special taxes levied by cities
ami tow us, and also handled by
the county, follow:

La Hraude. tllS.v4U.02: Union,

When Benjamin J'rown, in the winter of ISfil iiml 1X02
started constructing the first dwelling place in Old Town
he did not realize that some 65 years later the city of La
Grande alone would spend almost a million dollars on new
building. Neither did he, in the following spring, in April,

S(i2, icalize when he plowed the first sod ever turned in
the Grande Hondo valley, that 65 years later some 420,-00- 0

acres of land would he in farms, rich and productive
and commanding national markets because of the character
of their products.

M

His was a pioneeimg job and he did it well; and in the
long furrow he left behind him that spring day three gen-- 1

orations ago, he planted the seed that was to sprout and;
grow into a crop, scores of years removed, that would le
worth several .millions of dollars. j

Tremendous Development i

The development of the Grande Hondo valley and Union
county as a whole is a romance that vies with any in the
west in interest and drama and to the modern day citizen,!
surrounded by every comfort, stable financially, and proud1
of the beauties that meet his eye on every side, nut wellj

r J

KlAli.i,
i . . -

enough known.
Today, Union county with its 22,01)0 persons, its thriving

towns and cities, its progressive industries, its productive
farms and its general advancement, is a far cry from the
early 60s.

111 1885, some L'3 years after
Mr. Hrown plowed th virgin !uil
in the Grande ltond n reliable,
census showed Hit1 following stock
in the county:

to share for several decades later,
(but eventually lo give back to the

Loriginal scat of government, e

Hie valley iiecanie part of

Hairel ami Hug: Klgin Cash store.
j owned unci operated by I" rank
livelier; City Drug store, owned by'

S. 1'. Foster; City Meat marked,!
willi Hon My;rs as proprie tor; Ll-- !

gin Furniture' store, owned by K.

llartiidli; two barber shops, eip. - !

ate-- by Me 'ullough anil Mooney.
and Ihe federal post office w it h t

fl. C. Mawel an postmaster.
I The Klgin Flouring mill grinds
ILCi.ouf- bushels each year, mostly
.for export although 6(mi or 7uo
busheia arc sold locally. C 11.

Kiddle is preside-nt- , Arthur Smith
pupcrinlcmtcnt. Nets Nelson, w heat

j weigher. The mill has finished
l.nmi liHtre'ls on this year's crop.

Light's principal industry is Hoi

l'ondosu I'ine Lumber company,
Since this company began i

Hons In June, 132a, a steady
growth has taken place iiit'Ltln
plant i; now- liandnrig an annua
cut of approximately J 2,tKni,iMHi

of lumber.
The operitttoii oeeupies a floor

spare- of I :(.00a suurtre and
jail machines are operated by iu-- I
dividual motor drives eonm-cte-e-

'to the mos4 moilern matcher.
moubler ami band-sa- machinery
obtainable.

The platit Is specializing in the
production of high grade mmild-- ,
ing ami interior trim made fronr
I'oudnsa pine of which about 'Mi

cent goes Into the New York
market. Shipments average 2 5

ears per month and they handle
the manufacture' and sale of t he
protluetlcn of the- - following mills:

111. K. Heed, Klgin; McKlnh-y-- '

Hainpson Lumber Co.. Joseph;
Fisher V Tlmiupson, Klgin;

Trail Lumber Co., l nion; and
W. .1. Hammock, Kilter prise.

This eoinp'.'":y a':;o Jt. is u.-- the
age-nt- for the Jacobs Hros.

Lumber company, of orth Low- -

Uer. t
Kin ploys 'H Alcn

The- personnel of the cmnpany is
as follows: V. VI. Moore, owner

land manager; J, W. Fitzgerald,
secretary, ami 1'ewey Heagy, sup-
erintendent. I'huploytmmt , at
present, lite billing yurd and fac-

tory, in 2R men.
The Klgin drain & Storage rom- -

pany. C. K. Merrilt as president
ami general manager, is u stock
company ow ned by local people,
It employes two or morn men.
The present. slorkhnldi;rn art .lesso
Crtitn, Harry ug Jonathan
fire-e- and Mr. the tat-- j
ter owning Hie most Htoek. The

Jeoitipany handle's oils and grease's.
gasoline, fa rm machinery, eemetit
Hue plaster, rioitr, salt, coal and
more. The! company buvM ami
ships wheal, and els to hip

tiO carloa'is of wheat thin
The volume of bu.simsH is

very high. '

Among () btisiiK'ss i.htcea is;
to- Far si or-- ope-u- el March 4,
!hi by .1. W. Hrow n. who

a thriving buslneSH untti
th' l!Hii when to; moved to
i 'a M Torn la for about thn-- years.
He Hun relumed to Klgin and hart
Hied three or four times lo find a
heHcr location but has failed lo dei
no and In located at In the
Hallgarlh beii-K- He says he is
coule-n- l to spe nd Hi- balance to' bin
lays at Klgin the best little

ill the- stale of Oregon.
Another business firm that, i.i

eloiug a thriving bustinsn Is that
oum .f by Cant l:.. Sa.blb-r- w hich
was Inereaseel 't jn-- In vol-
ume- of business sin.-- i;ij!!. Mr.
Saeldler, In company with I1'. W,
Ha.h-- eiod. purchaae'd the si on- In
Nove ntb.-r- !i. ami Mr. Kadlh--

fi,,rr ""k"l his partner's in- -

bresls. Starting with a :i,mio
stoe-- of staph- and fancy groceries
lie- has Hie Block until
It i worth $:..uimi nl present ami
is ebiing a gol busiiK-Ks- (ino'l

tfninioerj'tllc1
.1

r
LA a RANDt

'X.
Hot JUafcc

ll.lPlll

frUieep, 7 tl 1' S ti ; hogs. 2 .X.V.); (taker county It wiih included in
homes. : , ti 3 S : mules, Vt'ti, and cat- - , Wasco counly with Tim Dalles,
tie, 4V.!S7. then u vsmall village, as county

The land under cultivation seat--

amounted to acres. Wheat About that time where l a
was harvested in the amount of Grande now stands the following
4 v 1.2 Sit bushels, fanner counted sell levy were located : Charles
OS, (ITS tons of hay, 114,170 hush- - tloodnuugh, brothers,
els of potatoes, 11.187 boxes of up- - .Mr. Nessly, It. J. .Rogers, J. L.

plcf, 3.20G boxes of plums and Cavlncss and ot iters and a few
prunes and lumbermen out 4,l!Mt,- - homes had been erected in Old
4iu feet, of lumber. Town by these men.

Population Then tt.."VKH On April IS, US, two newspa- -

The total populalion of tins pers canif Into being. Tin; Blue
county, which then Included Wal Mountain Times and the Monn-low- a

ami part of linker countlcx. tain Keiiiinet. Ity that time, a

only !.f8S and 50U of I he) cording to first copies of the
Chinese. pers, Hie C! ran do Itonde valley

Lust year I'nlon counly lumber- - .had already changed greatly. La
men cut more than 100.000.iMiO C.rande had a population of Cio
fe-- of lumber, farmers harvested persons, orchards had been plant-- 1

Ht.000 bushels of potatoes, B.iiOO ed, I'nlon was growing1, imlustries

Elgin In Center of IJig Lumbering,
Fruit and Agricultural District

Few people regard I'nion county
as a hu.siiie.su corporation, but in
many respects It. as well ur stste--

counties over the Nor invest, Is just
that. tt collects more than thrce- -

eiUiirti'is of a million dollars an
nually in tax monies. It uses theso
monies lo building and
modern roads lind highways, to
matnti'hi the- spb mild school

that branches out Into every
populated dlst riet, lo com) net lis
judicial af fairs, and to hire u large!
sjaft ol trained oHlctals who su-

pervise Its various act iv It fi-

nancial, judicial and executive.
It owns tin building that serves

as it h seat of government. Km
large t w brick Hlructurn
that it locate-- on M avenue just
at the top of Hie Sixth street hill.
And from this source emanate a
large share of the movements for
'le'vauce-inen- t In various lines Hiut
affect of this county ami
future' growth tit its parts.

Popu la Hon a il.tMKI

Jt controls, to a certain extent,
homo persons w ho reside
within its boundaries, ami Herves
Hi em with educational faclltl lea,
transportation facilities, protection
from tlm unlawful nnd other ways
in a government ut capacity.

The "interior of the court house
Is always) u busy place. (hi the
lower floor Is located the county

office, the county treas-
urer's office, the school miporln-letident- 's

office, the rooms occu-

pied by the counly engineer, he'

asscHsor's nuarters, the sheriff'H
office, and rooms lined for other
purposes.

L put airs, in addition to a largo
court room ami ijuarlers used by
the V district circuit
.fudge nnd court reporter, ) tho
county Judge's office', tho rooms
which house) tho activities of tho

County clerk and his staff oT us-- i

sistant, anl eiecl Ion rooniK.
Among thei huRlewt. offices In tho

ji'iillro court liousi!, especlully dur-
ing tlmcH of tho yeur, it

one adjoining that presided over
by the .Hhcritl. which is used by
the', lax collecting depai tient.

detailed ululeiuvnlti of
amounts duef on eviry pleco of tax-nb-

land In the counly urn caro-- I

ally prepared annually and U Ih

Hiat, hundreds of UiotiHumls
of dollaiH are paid in by properly
owners, where H Is kept until
turned over to the treasurer to

llol to various funds and houicuh.

A'vsetl Valuation
Th. county assessor's MUNnmary

ief til assessment, rolls for I'J- -t

show that the total value: of tux- -

able properly In I'nion county not
Km public service cor

poralions which are assessed by
Hie state tax coiunilriNlotb t' hl'
? !i, KJi'i.4 u. Incident ally,

figiires are- usually well
.iclutil market. vhIip-- of

ho Hutt tot al bubiliesa in n
declan- that if these same, lands
were to be- tf r lor sale prosp-

ective- biiyei-- would be called up-
on to pay many hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars more than Hie

vai Ue.
The total value nf all taxable-properl-

in I'nlon eotlnly llste-- on

(he county tax rolls as $Jfi,7ftl.Sai,
which all properticB Hiitt
pay taxes.

Total Taxi leeled
The le.tal Ot laxle-- levied III HlC

county Hits ye ar inr mi pui pow--

IS SliIl.iiHO.'Jii. HIM!, lecilOK lei.i

Ntaldhty atel ot tlm

eiuniy as a w hob, it Is notable
that ia7tj.Otil.l7 hael been collect
ed at Co- end or the linn year,
.lone :t'. The county laws preivbb-lha-

only ball of the taxes are ibn
ami payable- on the- tilth day o'
May ami Hi; last half, which
aim. unts more than Mini. Win, Is

mil dm- until Nov ft. This rcpre-wnt- s

a total payme nt ot almost 41

per cent at t he end of tho half
v.libh ranks vry high in

month a lit tug bout Hie: not
T!ds same; I'.emdii ion has ex-- i

tin- se years, the number
of tt n ;ii.i!'jli.g ;l
Vl y loW figure.

A H gr. gatieen of Ihe total
jniueionl of lax'-- vb shows that

the' moil v i npporliene to slat'--
'

fund, s hoal fund, Itbiaty
IlimL roal lup.l. iiolige nt Mtl'li-- s"

'(iiti.l teiarkei toad fund, road bond
lutei st ami roaei beml r'.eiui- -

t Ion. Ill a 'I'll Me II to
levp-.- ami towns, hlgti

luitlou M'li'l, tire' patrol nml
eit h r Spe-- tal pUl petS. S.

IHv of 'I iiCn
Tier Slate- s u t"ta! of

5 ' n'i'.;t itf Ho- total amount, etf

ta'H paid In I u ben county a ml
m; !h;h a.2 gi to the county's k -

etal fund. The K.hool fuml re-- e

iv. St'KlS, Hie- library fund
JM.'.!'.' the road fuml 9 J f. 7 U .'.', a,
the- belig'iit Md. lb is" fund 7 J J ;t .

the tnatkel reead tuiul ''. ' - '.IH.
re.ii. I t.oii'l bit re st ami
iim beiml I'tn. V.'JL

A boiol Issue fur abul it million
and a half elollaiS was vole- - by the

people of the county seve-ra- year.i
ago ltd' ii mhI in of market roads
and imiHl ol this money was

In comtrui-lln- Ihe present
woii'le-rftl- KVHlelil Hl.lt leads IlllO
c y ( om in unit y lie the county
and whie h affords the I'nlon coun-
ty resident tnuisportittiun In uuy

-

Till- - airplane lfv llou.s a
largo of the ra title
Itonde alley, centering nnninil
linhlrr. Ore., which U litiwn hi
I he center J it t he

-e may Ih wii the rich
farm lands that make agricul-
ture one or the lemlltiii factors In
lite enutity's development.

Is n map of l uiori counly.
slnmiug all hut I'mitlosa. the
newest tow n - located lliree uar-lei-

of a mile from .Medical
Springs hi the sonthejisi part or
the eon nl.v. The map uIm shous
the ralli'oails and unl nT the
highwas thai intersect Hie
county.

conn- from sab s of farm products,
And these, too. keep the great
flouring mill industry aiie in Ihe-- j

county. A recent slate report gave
:t" bushels per acre as the avejrngo
yield for winter wheat in I'nion ;

county but this yeur the-

Is expected to he much higher. j

Among tlm first fields cut wen-
(wo producing 15 and 4! bushels
per acre.

Spring wheat yields hav. been
much Improved by the- Introdue- -

lion of new varieties in the last
yearn nnd probably now uv- -

'rage about 24 or 2,' busheds an
Uerc. With these yields it is

that the high pereentnge of
cereal sales is probably due to tlm
fact that wheat growing has -n

Ho- loo;;; i practice umh'r
present conditions.

ftartcy an oats preidue-e-

gonrl yt.'lels but have not proven aR
profitable as" wheat ami the aen.
age- is small. Hay Ik reported as
making up more Hian la p.-- cent
of the county farms' income.

AILiJIa is succ. 'sxrully grown in
Ho- county both with and wilhmit
irrigation. A yield of lour tons
per acre Is not uncommon on dryIan. an) an increasing amount Is
being each year.

Potatoes under dry land emolU
Hons hav. produce-- 2ao siiekH ami
more ier acre- niol the h)lf4
gra.lually inere-ase-- until L'nioil
county Is s curing an Important In-
come freuu t his source. ( "oni is

grown for silage nud
a few m. ii grow it for grain, al-

though the climate- Is to cool for
this to become a rat
other crops do especially well tin.
'I'T irrigation.

SHeiititic farming iiK thodM
a gje-.i- factor in inen-asin-

crop yienls in lid. county ami these
ni'thods hae b, . n steadfastly a.,
vocateej by tin- counly ag'-nt'- off-

ice- and Hi Lnion pe rini. nt sta-
tion.

Horlieiilture- is rat-- as pnelue--in-
about )u p. r cent of the- coun-

ty's fa m income. This hidusl ry
has ly be giTti tee ultti.- he
suitable laud axailabl-- Sweet

Dunham Wright,
Early Pioneer

1

til
7

f

I

Ihe lion, loinham Wright wlm
n'prc-iile- d ihi- - of

in the -- late from
IHSJt. Mr. right tl

the eltoii bit b Is now
Hie faiiiou Spring. H
l at (ircent prcdit'lil of the I n.
ion (ouui) J'iouevr

$ 7, 5. tilt Klgin, 3. &j;i. (: Im-.-

tiler. $Xa t'ovc, l,3&r.8:
North Louder. $11.4 4 4, .18; Island
t'ity, $71ri: and Huuiuicrvillc,
t.'MJ'S, making u total ot

Tlie- valuation of l.a
(irande Is Ust.d at $j,lUt),6Ki and
the rate of taxes of Lnion'M
city tax is highest at 7.7 ami Im- -
liter's In lowe-s- t at wltli lslautl
City next with ti.4.

Special laxen levbjel by Hflio'dM
In tho counly. In evcral score

totals $217,DULti3
The tax department is super-vlw- d

over by Sheriff Jesse Bres-iieai- a

but is actually In charge of
Amos deputy sheriff, whose
special duty Is collection of taxes.

The form of government la tho
commission plan. Hie county elect-
ing two commissioners and a
counly judge at Inrff", who form
tht commission. Kach nion Hi this
body meets in regular sension and
passes upon executive matters. Tho
utility juelget la ulso vested wltli

Judicial powers.
County orriclnls

C K. MeLormlck la county clerk
and Is assisted by Lawrence G ta
li am, Mrs. Florence Hacou is
t re usurer, lavbl rroclor asseKSor,
H. II. Morgan county engineer,
A. Say re, school superintendent
and t'arl Helm Is district attorney.

I. (J. Couch Ik comity judgo uml
V. It. Lcdbe lter nnd W. V. Ste-

vens aru county commissioners.
Tho court house Itself was for-

merly uw ned by tho city of La
t trniulc, tlit) county rent ins tho
building for many yours, A few
years ago, huwe.ver. tho county
purchased tho building from the
ety and since then several

utid uddlUomi liavo
been miido It! tho bulldltiff und
on tho tot.

Tho court liouso alo servos u.
headtimrters for Circuit Judg-- J.
V. Knowli'S uud Court Reporter

Jlanna, both real d on ta ot
La tirande.

Community Builds
Burial Grounds
At Summerville
The Numtnm-vill- Community
metery. which Is maintained by

tho Hummorvtlle Cemntery associa
tion, reveals one ol the roost out
HtanditiK examples o( community
spirit in HiIh county. The buryliitf

up on the hillside, just out-sh- in

the tow n, w hero repose tho
dust of 200(1 former citizens of this
ami other communities would be a
i eel it t f any huge city. This i t

true, because every resident of that
locality has an Interest in Hie en-

terprise and cheerfully makes hi
contribution of service or money
when either are necessary.

Tho cemeter-- consists of abemt
Ui acres of ground, two plots ot
ground having been deodetl for the
puipeme away back In the early

'Hit's, ubout thren acres by John ami
Sai'ati i;. ItiunliHrt and fleven acre
by Theoetorn and Rebecca Williams.
TJ approval of the land heard win
given in l'JOl, which signified that
all requirements for establish-
ment of a cemetery had been hael
Im'i-- met. The names of tho board
affixed wern t Irorge i 'hamherhtiit,
I'. S. lmnbar and ('buries S. Moore,

(Hi May 7th, 'Mi4, (be iiHSoela-Hee- ii

was peifee ted. J. A. Woodell
was elected chairman, trustees were
.1. L. K. A. Wills and AV.
If. Clelili. Mary Hnlier wns iniulo

ami Itiuehart,
Jedm A It red was the first

caretaker, but he has passed away
'seoiir time fdnce amj L It. Lon, tho
present on Y,;m liiirved over a.

long perhid of years. Th present
ffh er of Hie association are John

'A. Ate ltae, Stjnimerville. chairmaii,
.1. i. VVoodell. W. M. I'srk and Mr.
Ale Kite, trustees. Mrs. Wayne I'srk,
iienMirer ami Mrs. C. C. Wehjh of
linbb-r- .

The present chapel, a cut of
w hich may be found elsewhere In

,1111 In it very beautiful and
building. It was built

y .small tboia t Ioiim ami eae-- family
hi the e. bt'crhodd was nk"d '
e'..ntii).tite r, inward the pure ha e

'of A good piano installed in
tbe i bapel is also the property of
the asseicbitioh.

Kn h year em Memorial day a big
dinner Is served by the

laities at. SiimmervlMe, the entire
proet eel tee io Inward Hie upkeep
iltd lloi'i'.veiiienlM of tho eeme--tei-

This has come to be uu en- -

lerpi ise of such proportions that
Hits year over M'l'l was cleared.
The ass.- i.i I tf ui is In a very good
fiiiaiM'h.l with a fuml oT

aboit' :im elraw lng Interes-..- Kae--
'

memlie-t- on leduiug the iissoeiutbin
pa.vts a fee- .f SI and that is the cs- -

(nt of hih flmiut'lal eibtigitHoN-

'('here are no assessments and the
ceiuti'lbutionH mentieiiietl above for
the' ftunlnhlng of the chapel, weio
purely voluntary.

a
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Outlook f o r Thriving
Y ) w n of 1 .)( )() I e rso ns

Is Declared to Be

Very Favorable

Klgin. siliuiled in the- north rea-
lm i part id' I nion county on the
La (Ira ..V. hrnm--
rail load anl Cm- La a

Lake state highway, ha a
population of a pproxima t 'ly Ko0

Ih ihouh. It has ii number of thriv-
ing In 'lust lies and. as a.l elucs
tional nice, Klgin stands alone
in its vieinity.

There- are- ctM teachers in the
gni'b' and tour In high

For the- following year I;.
K. Arant, of bas
emphiye-e- ns superinlenileul. The
high school Is the r of a num- -

b. r of mini dlslrle-t- and the en- -

rollment Is abemt Ml. Tlm build- -

tug is brie li ami is with
all nee'eesiiry elUlpUie-Ul- The
.bimestlc science room is
ly we ll ciiippe-- for tin' work ami j

be lemni has a battery i

of half Jei7.e1 jiimI j

eleslirt as Well a tb-

Seat!'.
The re nre lire active ediurches.

Klgin! ih- - Ch ure-l- of Christ,
Me t ho. list hui h ami I'reshyler-Me- t

' hen church. The-- Inxlisl w as
t he first 111 ten. II and wax built
lion.' than a to. Mr. imI

.Mrs I trow niii'l! and L. S'etfS
an- the only charte-- tiers now
living be ?'. Tb otln-- cliure ln s

wen- built about U'l ago.
The public Itl.iary Is one r the

'
me-s- mg cent, is in town.
It was establWhe d abeoil LI years!
ago with Mrs. 11. WIMbi as librar- -

(an. She- to I.I Ho- posit bin until
thei siPlMiix f'l w h'li she- b'ft for'

Mis. Nathan Larks Is
now librarian. Tln ie is a large
supply. eel hoed. of nature.
ilie tlldinL' II' ycl'M" elias. Hod.S III'

ed.talll'-- from Hi- state- Slid
con nl y libra rn H.

'No- wate r is obtained Irnrii -

lian rt" k, with leien- Hian enough
fe.r Irriualton. hous-hoh- juirpejiv s
and fire- prot ction.

Th- ' My park Is eonsidi r'tl em'
f Ho- best (nurlM pai lift In Ka st

'111 LtieU the- Sllpll- -

slon etf tin- 'oin'-n'- in prove-n- nt
club, other lots hav- been obtain-
ed ami work is being deem- t imik

lanrdhe-- pari. Jtnd chlhli'O'H play-- j
g round wilh ' th- Intentions ief

eventually itl illiiig a swimming
pool.

Klgin is t h. r liter e.f a la rgc
fiuit el bet it.-!- with ( f 11. W.atber-spou-

uml Sc'iM HurrtH be ing Hi'
ipnmipal apple- grov.-is- The- or-- i

hard belonging to Mr. V iilln
;v. phi lit .! a 1' ml r

aget. Mr. Haltls has g'UM Inlet Hie
Ii. i v beiMio st a a w nH apnb'K.
lb has logo nl. ii s. st t a w bej t s
iii.ri raspber rns ami has I. ad veiy
pre ."table- l bis.

The: husnoK-- are-- L. .1.

ILbl-- r. gt y.'-r- ;t!i dry gooel- -

' "' ,!,f alele .l this store In that
" Mi,M brought rabli: teiur-Is- l.

trade.

starling ami lands ' were
fenced in and cultivated. Stuniuer-vlll- e

i..nl i)tn Dell were thriving,
prosperous villages.

Kecords in the year s T show-tha- t

2.Mi, 00 m bushels of wheat,
I'lMi.uno bushels of oats and LVi.- -

iMia bushel." of barley were liar- -

vested by I'nion county farmers.
'

Large herds of beef cattle and of
hoives were being raised.

lairing the years nnd ix"2,
the sett h meats increased in n

greatly and much advance-
ment was made in all lines.

Mining aiso was on important
Industry in those 'lays, but it was
In the panhandle of I'nion county,
which included the Cornucopia
country. I'ine valley and ol her s
Hons which were later to become
a part o' Ihtker county. In the
year ISsa about jjiilu.inMi worth. of
gold was mined, mostly on placer
claims.

In LSS.i a census was Ink n with
tie- following nudities;

La Hrnnde. l.2Li: Wallowa,
.u:j( Suinmerville. r2"; he) urn

Valley. Mii; I'nion, M,; Joseph.
Mi 7 i oe. i;.s:; island 'ity. i;:t:i ;

North 1'owd' r ami .'!;
Abbr. LIT: I'm' Valley. J;
Prairie Creek. 3 2: Kagle
27::: Ittg cn-ek- 220; k. s7.
and Lock Credc and Stump
Town. H.

In the y, ii- - ssi! a inoveim lit
was inaugurated to separate the
Wallowa valley from Lnion conn- -

ty and it culminated lii the form-
ing of Wallowa county on 1.

!Sf. The reuiaining slh-- from '

Lnion county was cut off in 1'.mi

when the panhandle wa.s annex--
Hak'-- county. At o;e- time a

niov nietii was sta'"!'-- rorm an
Kltrb) valley, land cen-

tering around Klein, but this1 was
tie Tea led an! never r eaiin-'- .so
fi ii' Impet us later to gain any
later headway.

Another interesting phase m the
counly's history was the ridding
the valley of nearly half a thou-
sand Chinese. Citizens gathered
together on-- year and gave all
Chinamen orders to leave the
county, excepting those at Lnion.
Some of t he ' orientals left and
ol hers ca mpi'd m-- r La ( ra tide,
bul were later brought back ii re
by ii dignaat t iti lis and placed on
tin outgoing tiatn. never lo return.
Today tin-r- are probably less than
io I'litmse in ihe entire county.

Taking the Grande Itonde vaih v

as a who', general farming is
probably tin- most important tilde
of its 'h velopin nt today, neist. of
the filUctifl relying ilh'-- din etly
or initretlv upon annual Ltrm
corps for their prosperity.

L n ion county a gricuM u now
eff.rs on- of the best districts
general farming in the northwovr.
With a rainfall tnu h htghe-- Hian
most or the- nit- rinoiinlaht country.
iinl about per e( nt ot the- farm '

'
land in the county irrieate-d- a ell- -

of crops an le- ton eesful- - '

ly grow n. J

Kit Ml among t h cotn-- cereals
whieli yield '.i 'lie Sjj t

ilalrv cows wen- milked by tann
ers and thousands of head of beef
cuttle were marketed by stockmen,
ihe wheat crop ran morn than

bushels and has run u.t
high as l.fi'tO.OOU bushels, a mil-

lion dollars worth of apples were
raised, 1L'.0"0 swine were on
local inn us and were valin d at
$ mi. ni mi and the population of
Hi.- leading city of the county. La
(irand'-- was nearly 'J.OOO more,
than tlf entire county In Msr.
Total value of taxable property
was nearly 2M.iMio.min and this
rigure is considered much
than the actual market val-- e of
the land.

sec titi'ii Towns, Cities
Seventeen modern to ns and

lilies are within the eomtnes of
he county. I'mgres is seen on

every side and the Crande Itonde
valley is famous nationally for its
beauty, pi oductiveiiess and sleady

And what was part ot 1'nioii

county back in Hie IM h century.
ti now one of tlm ntosi scenic re-

sorts of the world. Wallowa lake
and the surrounding country, often
e;iled ihe "Switzerland of Amer-leit.- "

La ttiande serves as the
gateway city.

I'.ul lo go back .eve nil decades.
WiM-- a hnndtul of settlers

started building after Mr. Hrown
in Ist'.1-ti- 2 at Hie Toot of Mill can- -

on. ii w asn't long until the nu-e- h

:is if nion county's present
day population was taking shape.
'I be first winter was loi!r nl

Htul nearly H feet of snow-fel- l

before spring finally came.
Many oT the cattle died before the
spring grass came and the nine
men and one woman who made up
lhat first little village were hard
pressed to survive.

I Hiring the w inter, on Jan.
1MJ2. to be oxuet. the first wed-

ding In nion count was per-
formed in 'Id Tow n when W.
Marks and Kraut-e- Caroline J.easy
were united in the holy bonds of

iiialriiuony by S M. Itluck, jus-
tice of the p.aee.

la the spring and sunnier oth-

ers) came. Kred Nodlne, whose
hoji the same name now
resides at 1 mbler. ore., located
near the present site ot I'nton and
I'omad Miller planted the first
fruit trees near I'nlon. consisting
of apples and pears. T. A. Wood,
of 1'ortl.tnd. also brought trees
her" in the fall of ISti: and placed
them in the virgin soil.

Mr. Nodlne einne to this county
tin June It. isi2 and later In the
year settlers hud taken up resi-d- -

nee at Cove. Suinmerville and
La Grande. The whole valley thn
wa. u mass of rye nnd hunch .

as high ns a man's h ad. with great
w if low grow In if along the rivers
nnd !' rt ams.

In t s t; rt the Crande Uotide v il-

li y was sury'l 'n,l a HtHe later
Lnion county came tnlu being by
act of legislature, on Oct. 14. 16I.
It was taken from ItukT nwynty
and I a C.rande was mude coun'y

u JlsttiKtlon whlvU Vnl'.'ii vas

one of tin- mntft
profit aide- Imlust ries in he t "o c,
t nion nnd La d ramie .secltona of
the valb-- aixl lOlgiu and

woneleft nl ojipie: yields ,.n,
produced.

Apples are actually the most
valuable- crop in tin- a
maximum crop icing about 4'H)
cars. One orchard alone near

Is expecting to ship loo
this year ami it is c led

that the- h.t.it will be one of
In history. I'ruiM--

in several com in unit !.
eiuite profitably and small fillets
ur being grown in ever Increasing
epianlit e Npe'cjn My st ra w be rries.

hi raising this county
is ov by seve-ra- otln--

count is in point ( nuiobeis but
not in iiiality. In tae t, this county
is to tis "the bann-- pure,
bre-.- livestock county in (

ami it has certainly earn d this
title. Its Iraft horse s, its swin--

its daily cailb- anJ otln r purelrel
animals annually "ale many tir.vts
in the I nl i n.it nuia

in roiiland.
1'aini sbe'e n and rang- sln-- p

have increas d more titan I'M. per
i ill in r'C nt yars and are

no n !' of the- ra nge cat t lc
Wlllill have! llol prove-l- SO pleiltt-lllll-

Dairying i." on a steady lncn as-'-

Since Hie t IOVt1l lit tei- -

w itrel d rsif ie'I larins gaim-'- mo-i-

ntuin. and an eeeli.o marke-t-

for dairy produce xists. This in-

dustry has alMi indir . d the plant-
ing of inofe M clllVi'l' p:i lld--

on dry lands and tame grass'-- un-

der irrigation, .brs-y- hal in
niimlee-- w iHi IlolMb-ln- next, an--

other bre-- ds in smalh-- nuiiibe-rs-

littaeN nml Higbwats
Hreat i:'Iv;inceiii.-n- has been

made In r in the build-
ing of roads and highway.-;- whhh
now oiters. ct almost cvi-- siiuare
mile in the- county. Kieht y i

of state highways and LJ'Mi
utiles of county roads hay. been
constructed ami this county i:i ten'
of Ho- b it. ling counth-;- in n gem
in its toad preiera'.u. OT

of Hlale- biebwaVS. Hl' i'e at--

t.2 teile-- of paving, more than loo
miles of oile d roads, a ltd S. Venil
l oitdnd mites of maadam m.itkt--

mads. The- lo'a! cost of the stale
h tgh w a s in nion count y la a
most t.(. and a hair million dol-

lars, i in i to ( 'id b g,n Tt ail
Fihehway, ove-- ;m di.'i'an'- of aa
milM in I 'nieui coant y t here a re

erssitigs,
it a cost of limn: t ban '.',. uwt,

w It h not a single grade creessing
h it to neln n(.' r MMtteMTSlw. Ligur-Mi- g

in the- total iiuifMint of money
pent. on market toaejx, the grand

1'ital for Lnion county is well
ibove thn-- million e.t dollarn

The s si m is ko cotnpti that
ewety town in Ho county l:i hivi

a surliii'-- r'l.id ant a b
llm d piogralu in outline ) lor

i'tlHl.'J-- Oil T!:v;

George Gray,
Oldest Pioneer

iteot'go t ra . oi Miue r eio,
who it prohabl the eehle-.- t lining
pteoiei-- In tltt routti. - pat K7

of age. I P until two jnir- -

ago w In 'll he xtiHV reels a -- "H eif
e km--- , Mr, t.f.ij wa- - one of

I In- - MMtf I ntiUc I'lg ii r'- - among
tli- - count)'' plnnc-cr- Hi" eareee
hat Ih- ii u iiiiieiue and thrilling
one.


