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If the referendum on House Bll 72 is ordered just Lo see
how taxpayers feel about the blue assessment blank, it
waste of time and money. "Most everybody knows thut "'most
m-m'yf!bdy is "agin' it, Filling out detailed business vepoit
I:Iunlm,is not growing in popularity.

Smking of Northwest industvies, paper mills are vapidly
multiplying 48 pulp wood supplies in othér sections diminish.
Ilere in Enstern Ovegon is a wealth of raw matevial for paper
maiking, and material that is unlikely to be valuable for any-
thing _elm.'.

A La Grande citizen and home owner yemurked the other

‘iduy thiat The Observer usually envried a long communication

about ghis time of yvear urging thut dogs be tied up and thus
preveited from destroying new lawns, shiubs, and new gar-
dens, » But, he added, nothing is said in most cases about

mien walking across new lawns und making young shell holes

that have to be filled up. Perhaps, if property damnge were
catalogued according to responsibility, we might find that
thouglitless humans cause quite as mueh trouble as thought-
less anfmals. 1n either case the responsibility belongs to mun
wnd should be given ntiention in the interest of 4 more beau-
tiful oity. Pretty lawns, flowers, and shrubbery ave difficult
to acgire and the pride in propérty which: sponsors: thum
them Should have respect and ecooperation.

i i ”
© GETTING ONLY WHAT IS PAID FOR
The new property assessmoent law, pussed by the last lewis-

Habure and veferred to the people ot the coming June eleetion,’

tloes Illl-ﬂ. promise the vedistribution of tax burden by its sup-
porters, What it does, if interpreted as liberally as the tox
commission first deereed, is meddle in private business alfairs
without fissuranee that the nformation required will permit
faiver valuations,

Muny erities of our present tax system place unjust hlame ©"

un oul present cops of asséssors throughout the stafe when,
in our opinion, they arepetually doing far more than we might
veasonably expect of them. The whole tax system does rest,
wongiee, with the assessars, but the taxpayers dre 1
for the ability and experience and courige of the individual
IRSCRSOIE,
gilile for the pulitie to expect expert and competent property
nssessmont when we pay such ridiculous pssessors’ ;

esponsible

silinns 8,
For the mingnificont sum of 870 to $100 4 month the '
of Oregon expeel to get the who can put
n Just and equitable valuation on millions of dollars worth
of property, who can investigate and judge the worth of seores
of different kinds of enterprize, who ean elivek
not only real estate but hundreds

el

services of a ma

up s dssess

of hidden pieces

nl personul

property.  We expeol, in other words—or should oxpect
Lhitt the dissesson's joby e soyenr "rousid vecupition demandine
uhility and dovotion that would requn S opr SA0ik
month man in any ellicient husines Al we pag
that is w disgrace to our sense of governmental fmrorta

(e deputy assessor temurked rece e il
found oven ong horse throughuut his sssessment torritory U
Was worth more than $40, according to the statoments of own
o015 of the stovl.  Low muny good horses could RIS )
HI07 Yt ol can't lme thoe propent witer for 1th stztes
ments when he his no pssaranes Lint s othed
end of the valley, with a horse worth tw muel, will nat
et by with a yaluation of &t . .

Here'in LavGrande there s not 1
Bave at least alittle money in the ik o ah b tim
the theee locad Tinanciad nstitutions show (
siderubly nwre th SO0, Yeou the total mmou '.
carh existing in this faiv valley, necording 1 P 2
I8 something more than $18,000,  Ridieul Of "
is, But being cormimon Lo muost Lax e
the subject with fear and trembling Ao not rvthel
ul all.  People who ave not faxed ot wll
nssessed lghtly do not wish to disturh it T
for fear that the cure would be “e thy L nSL A
the minority who obey both the etter wnd ¢ dit of
lw carry dn dnjust Share of the b bugide

When weaire able 1o ook upon owe pabilic iif M Hoing
as important relutively as outr private sdfuirs o Ly
wie willing 1o pay public employes in propaction o the ime
purtunce of the jobs they undertake, then the publi | ©X-

pect to atbmet capable and experienced men to public job
i can expeet officient adnunistration of
Many poorly puid employes wiay hive the eapueity for doing
highly paid work but the greal majority of them will no
wannob be expected to deliver it.until compensation is in pro-

public uff:

And it is not only improbable bul almost impos-
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