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“Tt's o struggle of darkness ngninst light,” says Presi-
dent Calles, of the religious war in Mexico. Both sides will
dgree on that. ‘
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mall  poevuchesa oo Cnlon
the November election ballot the wvoters of Oregon are
asked to decide many questions about which the averagei
citizen can know hut little and which can, unless care il
exercised, create u fremendous amount of trouble for thr-.]I
péople of the state. The Eastern Oregon normal school bill !
id'one of the worthy measures and the state hydro-electyie
hllllll of the Housewives' Councii is one of the uluml:unnhi-i
ones,

"PSeldum in & state’s history is there o measure ulj.rucll
(uipon the poople that has such possibilities of danger as this
h uul\vivus' electric bill,  Seldom in a state’s polities me
L£re found politicinng who possess such u combination of

e and bad judgment as to perpetrate sueh a bill on an
unsuapcctmg and normally trusting publie.  If it were the
un‘y measure appearing on the ballot so that voters might.
give some time and thought to its provisions, there would
be! no need to entertain fears regarding its fate. Tt would
be assured an overwhelming defeat. But with many bills
o consider and interesting contests betwaeen  candidates, |
only the proverbial “safe ‘No'" can he surely counted on us|
protection,

There is much to be said on both sides of the utulr-]
]
I
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I]I\'dl‘tl-eh!{.l'.llt question in the abstract, but when presented
in the conerete form approved by the Housewives' Council
‘and offered to the people of Oregon there is no favorable
jargument of ‘which we ean conceive. The bill, which \mnlrl
plunge the state into ownership of power und water, names
i board of five citizons to control this ownership and spend
the ingignificant sum of forty million dollms to make
water and power development—and the hoard not re-|
sponsible to anyone but can do as it sweetly pleases with |
the taxpayers' money and the state's properties.

is

The guise under which it appears, of course, is to de-
‘Velop power and water vight and sell to Oregon’s citizens i
i nominal wate the eleetricity and water thus controlled.
‘What the bill actunlly means is that it would turn over ln
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these four men and one woman the power to build umlrl
political machine, Lo control the irvigation of the state, to
bild anel opevate power plants whenevor and wherever thes
saw fit, to run the state into debt and gouge the lu\wnvn
nnew for any deficit that might attend their
The bill would give these five “housowives” more power
than all the rest the state agencies and commissions
combined.  And any mistakes oy ittastrophes thoy might |
eause could be corvected only by another vote of the poople
after the damage had been done, |

operntion:

ol

We would nob express any doubt whalever of the sin-
cerity of the five eitizens who have sponsored the hill .mrhl
geek to have themselves named on the all-powerful bogl,
They may he entirely loyal to'the best interests of the st e |
of Oregon and may think that one water power ean hest !
developed through public enterprise.  But we dre not will-
g to give them & tvial to the tune of forty million dollars |

of taxpayvers' money, It may be a fine idea for these five!
“housewives" but it's too dangerous an o oxperiment foy|
Oregon. |

One would think that signevs of such o petition would,
have experienced enough tax burden alveady without con- '
sidering a frenk forty million dollay bond issue, that they |
would have had enough of political inefficieney and noy-
Yesponsible public boards without wanting to provide .|‘
super-opportunity for repetition. 1t is commonly acknowl-
vdged that a private business would be bankrupt in six|
mnnths if 1un os inefficiently as most of our governmental |
uffairs. What hope could there be for a forty million power
project operated by the same kind of politicians with no!
supervision at all?  Orggon may experiment oceasionally
With legislation, but we are confident she will not go (o
such insane extremes as invited by the Housewives' bill ut
the eoming election,
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La Grande’s Leading Store
The Arrivalofa
Number of New Fall
Frocks in the
Increasingly
Popular Colors
| of
Burgundy Red, Camel
Red and Jungle Green
at
- Very Popular Prices
| ‘See Our Windows
] N. K. WEST & ,E._,Q.;; INC. .
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$1 SALE

Thursday -- Friday -
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baturday

VALUES TO $6 TO BE SOLD FOR %1
HATS, CAPS, SHORS DRESSES,
| WASH SUITS

.\.ntl‘se\'m al other items to close oul.
| 2 Full Tables of Genuine Bargains.

C ! | Sce \\ indow Display — Buy What You Need
BLUE MOUNTAIN CREAMERY |

Are the Very Best Obtainable

Blue Mountain 166 Gréam

1109 Washington Ave.
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Norton’s Kiddy Shop
Telephone Main 60
|

Infants’ and Children’s W carables
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