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T FIRST AUTOMOBILE TO LAGR

STEAM-DRIVEN
VEHICLE, GAVE
CITY A SHOCK

“Horseless Carviage” Actually Caused More Excite-
ment Than the Animals; Burning Desire to
Own a Machine Born in Breasts of Many

First Automobile Owned by La Grander Came When
Dr. N. Molitor Electrified Town by Bringing!
Home a One-Lunged Rambler; Whiteman and Son
Made Their Own and It Ran; Other Machines
Followed Rapidly as Interest Grew.

—_—

A circus brought the first automobile cver seen in L
Grunde—sometime in the late eighties or the carly nineties,
cld-timers are uncetain which, It was i steam-driven
vehicle so different in appearance from modem motor eary
that the younger generation might meet it in a muscum
and never suspeet that it bore them any 1elation.

The “horseless carviage” came on the train and after
a good deal of patient coaxing was finally duven under its
own power to the cireus grounds amid the incredulous gasps
ol the lookerson,

The scene must have vivaled Robert Fulton's first, trip
with the “Clermont,"

PROGRESS OF TRANSPORTATION HITS STRIDE;
QUARTER CENTURY CHANGES AUTO MODELS

V

BEST ROU
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World’s Most Historic Highway, Blazed by
In Generations Passed, Now Stretches ]
ingly from Eastern Points to Northwest

More Than 1,000 Miles of Paved. and Mg
Road Utilized by Thousands of Motori
Instrument in Winning of the 0%’ _
Estimates Are That 17 Persons ‘the
for Each Mile of the Trail “

OREGON TRAIL

It is a far cry from the automobile of 1900 to the modern, luxurious, hizh-power.ed, mile-eating machine of
today und the advinces have been rapid throughout the quarter of a century. Above is pictured one of the most

One imagines the blazing posters that advertised the
coming wonder from the side of the blacksmith shop; the|
arguments of skeptical fellows Knotted in the saloons and
the livery stable doovs, and the marveling questions of small)

stylish models of 1900 and alongside is one of the 1926 automobiles, representative of the average car. La Grande,
like other cities in America, has kept apace wilh the development. In the early days the first primitive machines
giaced the counly's dirt roads and nowadays the latest things that ingenuity and skill can produce roll in ever
increasing numbers over the paved and macadamized highways of this distriet.

lioys to whom the progpeet was as good as "Arabian Ninhls"'
come Lrue,
Throngs Viewed New Invention,
And at Jast when the great day came! Probably therel
wiis no “1ow to get the hoys out” problem in any La Granda |
liome that morming:  Fvery one was out at daybreak amtl|
down gt the tracks to see the cireus unload. The monkeys,
und even the elephant, languished for attention as men,
women and children erowded around the spluttering mys-
tery.  Some of them shook their heads and labeled it an-,
other sword-swallowing trick. Idut here and there someoha |
{olt. his blovd tingle and his fingers iteh at the sight and
the sound and the touch of the machine, and he knew that
he would never rest until he owned one of the things.
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