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The. ffunduy Oreponian contain-
ed communication over the name
of August Holm, crltlsliiK the sec-

retary of state's office for the red
tape fn IshuIiik certificates of title
to uutomobttes, and
is asked: Vhy should the car
owntt-- unawer u, lot of allly ques-
tions on the application blanks and
waste tho owner's und slate's
time?" '

.

I have no brief for Secretary of
.Statu Koitcr, nor. do I iJelleve that
any defeim in his behalf Is neces-Kiir- y,

because he is recognized us
one tho most efficient secret-
aries of state that this stnio- has
ever had. "In juiHice 'to him, how-
ever it should he stated that the
law prejfertbes what the applica-
tion Tor of lltle to an
aiiloiiMililli shall contain. And not
Secretary of State Kozer (see
chuptur 20U, taw 19SB).- ..

The secretary of state "simply
carries out the requirements of the
law, and if there Is any blame- - to
be utlacbed- to requiring ownerH
of autornobtlca to answer "Hilly
questions" in order to obtain.;--
ecrllficalo of title the blame Hh'ould
bo' placed on .the 'enactors of the
law, und not on the 'secretary ' of
slate, who has no discretion, but
follows the requirements of the
law. .v : : 1

People are too prone to blame
those w ho execute' a law. that they
do not like. blame
the sheriff who collects tho taxes
becauHO the taxes nre hlph. when
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'A.Berlin modiste predicts that ekii-t- s will entirely dis-

appear., Maybe she bases her prediction on the fact that
they;'are now going in that direction. , OFFICE

erln rudlo ltri lnt Ion.
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Hearing's on the Watson-Par- r
railroad labor bill continued

tiie senate committee.

The Hntitflien mar-
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l'ennsylvania boiiHe inembcrR
conferred il )i labor department
officials on the anthracite sus-

pension.

'The marketing con-

ference njs'ieed to refr the sur-
plus question to a committee for
study.
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friend, "yourSonm pi'opl- tviy Dint talk tHcheiip,
you."

" T know that." replied Senator
rilldoxen. "but different parts of
the country are culling nie diff-
erent thtnKa."
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"I was Just rendlnfr about a
man who one day trk-- to Imnff
hliiiMi-l- and .the. nvxi day he not
mtirrled.M J
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Completely Ready JAaUt
Stamped JrXtnbraiderill rolh-tr- roursr In Joiirnnllmn and

The interior department, in writing off over $14,000,000
- of deficit on reclamation projects, should remember that

ut least half of that amount can be blamed on poor poli-
tics while the other half is blamed on poor land.

; Action by the City Planning Commission is now all that
is required to get the street lighting improvement in the
business section definitely before the people. That body is
expected to take the necessary steps in the near future and
the; new system should be installed by early spring. It
will, mean much to the city in improved .appearance.

The proposed apiwintment of Marshall Dana to the
shipping board from the Northwest is receiving the sup-
port of both major parties in the state and would be a
happy .solution.. If there is anyone in the two states who
is more loyal to the interests of the Northwest, who is more
keenly' interested in its needs and its possibilities, who is
more sincere and straight-forwar- d in his purpose than

(
Marshall Danawg do.ny kjitijji him. The North westxauiu
try is a hobby with Dana he thinks it, talks it, dreams it,
works it The very nature of b,is activity for many years
would make him familiar with its requirements from a
bhippjng standpoint. Although a Democrat in. politics,
Marshall could be counted on to be loyally devoted to the

section he would represent Partiality for petty rea-
sons is foreign to his ideal of service. His appointment
would be increasingly popular ns time goes oit.
' .. u.iii i .1...J.1.LI u it ;

THE MOTOR LICENSE! LAW.
Jj, To the motor car owner who hasrt't yet applied for his
1926 license tag and to the owner who lias decided to keep
his car in 'storage until ho can get a half rate on n license
next summer, it has possibly occurred that a regulation
that permits delinquent application or.ajlows complete ex-

emption from part of the tax is wrong. In many cases,
the automobile is the only property possessed that is sub-
ject to taxation. It is personal property in Which several
hundred of a few thousasd dollars have been invested. Yet
the state gets no tax return from the owner in case that
Individual wishes to keqp his car in disuse for a year.

'

If the motor vehicles of Oregon are to be taxed by re-

quiring a license fee, every car owned by a resident of the
fctate should be required to have n license every year for
the complete year. If he doesn't use it, that is a matter
of his own concern. The stale should not be interested in
a question of usage even though the revenue goes for high-
ways, but merely in a question of ownership. A farmer's
land is taxed without consideration as to the amount of use
he puts it to, without regard to his income from that prop-cit- y.

The amount of profitable use of an automobile should
not be tlio basis of taxing it.

If licenses were required for the full year on all Ore-
gon care, we would be rid of the present foolish regulationthat new licenses cannot be put on until the first of the
new year. Possession of a new license would be .absolute
proof of previous ownership of the old year's license. A
complete check could also be made on all vehicles owned
In the state, delinquents could be listed with accuracy, and
additional fees for owners delaying the purchase of licenses
could be inaugurated. Many states already have require-
ments similar to these and every motor vehicle must bo
licensed by the owner until he can submit an affidavit that
it has been junked. Oregon's recent requirement for a
certificate of ownership is one step in the right direction:
Other changes are needed because the present law is both
unfair and inefficient
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