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} THE PEDDLER'S ARGUMENT.

We had the intergsting experience a few doys ago of a
talk) with & house-to-house peddier about his business, the
goods ‘he is selling in La Grande, and the arguments he
uses to convinee housewives that his product is hoth bet-
ter jand chenper than she could get at any - store in the
counpry. Ilis sales talk, which would furnish the basis for
an duteresting detuiled pnalysia if 0t could be reproduced
word for word, 15 one that insinuates many things that die
pofEruthful but that dre all the more effective when shot
at @ prospective customer who is mot familiar with actual
facts regarding manufacturing, buying and selling,

The young mun in question was selling silk hosiery and
made the assertion that he sold a8 good o product for $1.68
as_Pould besbonght at any store in Lu Grande for $2.50.
Whign asked how ‘this was possible ho said thut his method,
aethe directly for the manufacturer, cut out live or six

“mldle-tnen’ and their profits, thereby giving the con-'|

sumger the benefit of Lhe saving.  He expresged the belief
that the local merchunt wiade o profit of about fifty cents
on o gide, but he adwitted that he mnde a larger profic
thak the store and had to heeause He eontdn't sell ws oy
paitly of hose In o doy ad the aveprnge gtore dn Lo Grande,

Of ‘courge he admits being able to “prove’ his stifements
abuib cgelling o better product at less money——which is an

uditirable confidence on the et of any young salesman,
eveld though it ean’t be done

etually, the peddier's argument is based on the eline
inalion of the “middle-man™ in selling,  Is that middle-man
rongs oF fetitions?  Ileve in Lo Gronde, for oxample, does

pagt of the money yvin spend for silk hosicry in o loesl
stolye go to half a dozen in-between olling aroneies helfore
it gbts back to the makers, or does it go divect to the manu-
Tfll. farer dlter the merchunt takes lis profit, as dpes the
pediler’s money after he takes his?

v dnyestigacion of six of the higgest silk hosiery |in:tTl‘1'.-r
in La Grande shows that all of fhem buy divect from the|

mapufacturer and have done so for years.  Bueh manufae-
ll"}‘l', whether he sells Lt a ;~?|-H' o i |u'i{r|l|-|'_ miitkes e
gntx‘lﬁ aned, ifheds a good business man, sells it ot o profit.
(The storesor the poddler, on e other hand, receives e
profluct and sells 10 Weowise, 16 he 150 goud business man,
nb & profit. Edclt mothod is the most dijeel means of reneh-
ingt the customer that cim bo devised, The consumer pays
nll]§' one profit, in oithey instanee, before g money reache
llm" manulaeturer — the

nech method is diveet, bt

sOUren ol sapply,

whieh methid is mosl oon

un:fﬂ(‘u! and the most hikely o gmive rgest value to the
i'“dlllllll 7. The peddled admit il hie didn't say conll-
(l{'::(lulh'. thongh he ghonldn®t brogdesist suel adnissions
I|nl.l'l:lu'1_\'1 that he mukes n bivpeer polit Trom cach s T
e dmngines the store does on o ssmilne sale-—mid e save
lies ll-‘l'v Boen in the rvtail Tanain il vmrght too enow 11 -.
dmaRes o beger profit and Loa lower priee, th Iy
maffacturey gets o mueh amatior veturn per pande of  he
“Ill:“ does the monufaclurey Mg toc the store, Ode mtise,
_l,|'|0|p1'u|'1-, prodace his produet ot @ cidtedlously low eosl
or ghe other must ke g dieuligaly Wigh prafit And
thes American pabilic s vitem] | o thut nelthe
ll” ;“h' el ieney AR \ livwe i
matdon wew Lo Dy 1] within t TR e s
tudhg ovpanigilio
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HEALTH HABITS
{Ry Dir, Prederick Stelckor)
When' ehlldran are young. they
are’tnught how to wiulk, how 18

to perform sl the muany  scilons
whiloh they learn bocome  habits
and: are performed with putting

wny speciel thought on them. It §s

rd how 10 ume B fork who ls sell-
eonpcious and embarassed  when
e need to cul In compuny wrlses

It I Just the sime with health
habits W
Ing  centinually about our
and. the varioud dangerss that sir-
round 1t Ir we did, the worry
would by worse than the ehunee of
ditaane.  Howev we do. want 4o |
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on for centuries; the more elderly residents of this county
[ean probably remember easily the days of the peddler and

|methods of merchandising were undeveloped, © Atd  now
peddling today is given new impetus through the use of
national advertigsing and cleverly worded sales talk de-
gigned Lo appeal to the unthinking or unintelligent individoal
possessing a bargain complex.

| Of course it 18 something thal cannot he stopped or ap-

The loyal, progressive citizen of a4 community, however, i3
{quick to see that it s merely o gquestion of giving a legiti-
mate profit to an established business firm or to u passing
peddler, & question of buying from n fem that backs up its
merchiandise or from an individual who §s gone tomoriow,
s gquestion of taking the word of & locul eitizen of estab- |
lished reputation or of o stranger, & question of hoilding up
the community or twing it down. Intelligent citizens who
[take the trouble to analize o community and its dolla “ani- |
cents valtie Lo them as individaals will tefuse to buy w ped-
Ldigr's merehandise even though convineed that it's twice as!
taood st hall the cost of locally bought products—which isJ
impossibility.
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dremn thomaelves, how Lo oat ulld‘
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r July Sale Ends

SATURDAY, JULY 18TH

If you have not alveady faken advantage of our
Money-Saying Event, plan to do so Saturday.

“Every Article in the Entive Store Is Reduced
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N. K. West & Co. Inc.
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“The Slick
Guy”

NEARLY every one of us has seen the checkered-
suit person with the velvet tongue. How smoothly
lie once told of the merits of this product or that—
and raked in perfectly good eoin for purchases
that were often worthless,

The “slick gny” is seldom seen today, When
the wise person goes to buy, he knows what is good
in value and fair in price.

simply by glancing over the advertisements in
your paper, you can see wiere to go for the best
buys.  You can compare values and check up prices
without even stivring from your easy chair. You
know in advance just what you are going to ;,ruL'
and how much it will cost. And you can have the
satisfaction that comes from knowing vour monev
is wisely and safely spent, i '

Nowadays, no one need be at the merey of the
“slick guy.” There are still a few peaple who fail
to read the advertisements—and “take a chance.”
Don't be one of them.

Advertised products are safe buys. They have made
good before they are announced,
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