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Who Stole The Bell?

.

- siey yeurs ago is wot so long, after all.
v e butide wug cleven yeurs old snd the young folks
e penod weie not so ditferent from the voung folks
v Y. st wie posgessed of the desive for fun and

o what happened in La Grande [fifty years ago as

e d by the Portlind Oregoniun of that date a half
. waly huck:
= A “A 8500 rvewsud offered by the citizens of La

i nde 1op the persons who stole the church bell”

, the question Bs who stole that bell ?

ol bly Judge Slater, Duve Bay and the other “boys
Lot time thought the good nutured act of stealing the
would soon be forgotten.  An Indignant ecommunity
ey offered $500 vewird in an endeavor to loeate the
puilty parties, and today the desive for information still
Listy.
Anyone who lived here at that dey and time will eonfer
;a-'lfuvur by speaking up through the columns of the Eve-
ring Observer and tell who stole the bell.

Newspapers and Readers

e The editorinl exceutive of the Dotroit News, speaking
T before the students of the Medill School of Journalism in
© 7 Chieago the other day, tolid the prospeetive reporters and
:,,l'__';;dltarn that newspaper readers, rather than newspaper
8 :i‘ﬁim‘elﬂ, are geneiglly Lo Blame for the prevalling opinion
that the American preas prints o great quantity of crime
news.  Whether or not Mr. White talked for publication,
the substunce of his remarks has been published, and the
yeaders of his puper and of other publicationsg ae doubtless
: \El_qm mildly interested in knowing what he thinks of then,
=5 The Detroit editor says many readers buse the nEsumnp-

jop. that muech spoce is devoted to crime and sensation
wolipan the fact_that they spend so mych time in veading
avary line of violence and geandal that little opportunity
'Jifl.‘ for perus the many columns of really serious
fld construetive news matter,  The veporting of the arms

=

<n

gl are puased up as dull 'or mild; but muvder and divoree
grip and hold from the fiast line o the lnst.  There ane
“wo classes of vegders who delight in the sordid detuils of
“tha Stillman euse, siys Me. White: those who find it s
goviological docoment,” and those who admit it is "hot
staff.”
Whether vendin ave pleasod or angerved by Uhis (rank
_ akatement, that muy nol have been meant for their enes
“remains to be secn. Perhaps most of them will mther en-
Joy the lnmpooning,  Surely anyone will admit, who tikes
fthe trouble to measwre with o yvardstick, that the amount
c==of spnce devoted Lo crime by the aversge metropolitan
Aqunml 18 small as compiired o the vast total contained
= all the depavtments of wide scope snd vavied interest.
= 0f courae, the difficulty inegenovilization is this: that
a0 one indictment and g one defonse will apply  equally
to all newspapers,  There gdve Blngk sheep and white in the
~publishing business a5 in every other.  And while it
undoubtedly true thit most newspiipers are Maivly five froin
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of gelf-respecting publishors v greater degree than it has
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