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OSELWOCE WOIDil FDSMDNG MEN iHicle sveThousands o Young Men Acquired a
Taste for Education Which is Now

Making Itself Felt Throughout
the United States

colleges of the United States are flooded with students.
T-J- TtiC pressure on many has been so great that they have been

compelled to increase the severity of their examinations in
order to control numbers. Many reasons have been given for
the increased demand for higher education. No single cause
controls but unquestionably one has been the great impetus given
to many young men by their army e.perieuce.

Looking back a few years it would seem that the United States

had grown somewhat complacent in its thought about its common

school anil higher education. The little red school hoiir.e had

grown familiar to our thought and we knew that there were col-

leges everywhere.
But the result of the draft examinations came as a shock. Not

only was there a high percentage of illiteracy but altogether too

many foreign-bor- n young men had grown to maturity as American
citizens unable to s)eak or understand the English language.

One of the first educational problems beyond the technical train-

ing of soldiers was met in the earlier officers' training camps by
the teaching of French preparatory to overseas service. In
tion to this, classes in elementary English and mathematics were

arranged for contingents of the regular army and in the National
Guard Camps.

EDUCATION AIDED BY THE NEWSPAPERS

n

El

y-- w fkp t,k rzzkThe rapid assemWin? of Uie Na. the early days of the camps ncwi- -
tional Army brought a real educa paper clippings containing important

news were pasted on bulletin boards

Welfare experience demonstrated that th vounu- anlilier
to learn, and he was given full ooportiinity. These scenes ahuw clatises j

tional task. During Uie first months
oi our war experience it was on a
Tot notary basis and iniormal meth-

ods were followed. Orgauiiation
into class work was pushed at tlis
nme tin, the largest classes being
(or ilhtmtei and
ipeakiag foreigners with which was
combined a certain amount of in-

struction in civics and elementary
bistory. The majority of teachers

during these early months were vol-

unteers either from among the sol-

diers themselves or from neighbor-
ing educational institutions. The
military dirhciilty of dealing with
oldkra who were not only unable

to read or write but in many cases
to understand English made this
work most important In May,
IV 18, the Development Battalions
were formed for tlie purpose of giv-

ing intensive training to those win
liad not liad previous opportunities.

At the same time die French meth-

ods and courses were systematized
and provision was made for instruc-
tion to be given by the Y, M. C. A.
under supervision of the Chief In-

telligence Officer of each camp, at-

tendance to be mandatory for such
omcera and enlisted men as be might
designate.

No nation gains so much informa- -
tion and education from newsua-ax-

a dues thq Untied, State. In

or newspaper lieadliues were copied
on blackboards. During tli3 sum-
mer of 1917 John Stewart Bryan,
of Richmond, Va., as a result of
his own enterprise in publishing u

paper lor Camp Lee, conceived the
plan of a nation-wid- e paper issued
at the same time from sonic 46
points, with the same editorial pol-

icy but each containing local news.
arrangements were made and

on October 8, 1917, the first issue
of "Trench and Camp" in 32 edi-
tions, was distributed at as many
camps.

While the National War Work
Council of the Y. M. C. A. financed
this undertaking, it was in every
sense a soldier's pajier. We fpiute
from an editorial in the first issue :

"Through 'Trench and Camp' all the
soldiers will he kept informed of the
activities of the army. Th-.-- will
lave their news from home-- news
from the front, news fruin their i,wti
camps . . . We hue to make
'Trench and Camp' a vital, living
transcript of the life of the army
that lias been formed to keep civil-
ization alive."

Some of the foremost cartoumsts,
illustrators and special wrilers it.
America contributed especially pre-
pared drawings i"d atliclcv The
local papers were fcllut with article,

news nd pictures of interest to Uie

camps where the editions appeared.
At its maximum the publication
rcaclu :1 editions of over 500.000
from more Hun 40 camps. Distribu-
tion tu uuldiers was Irtr; civiliam
paid a nutniual charge intended ta
cover the cost of paper and niailtng.

On Jumiaiy IS, iy;S, Dr. Anion
Phelps Stokes, Secretary cf Yale,
arrived in under the auspices
of the y. M. C. A. In February
he made a report to the Chief Sec-

retary for transmission to the
of the army. Thw

report antictpatal the problem he:i
the Hhtinj; would V: our. 'Ihe:
plans were uppu,vcd. fu Aid.

the Ftlucatioual Lomuiissicu
WaS I'l'blllKd tix .j i'av

tional Corps in the American Ex-

peditionary Forces." We quote
from ticneral Pershing's General
Onlrr No. 30:

"The Commander-in-Chie- f invites
the at:ei!t iin of urgat.ijation

and all oliWtrs of the
American l'orccs to
the importance of nation;.! educa-
tion. This eitizvn army nutit re-

turn to the Uniu-- Sl.iU-- i iirepartd
tu take an active and pait
in the future progress of oar mu;i-try- .

Kducatiunal and
tr.iimntf should tlwiefure be pro- -

'.b:i to meet tilt- iit.x.!b of die nit in
bcr-- t ci iht, F in ,jidti iiu.1
tuc nijy btmitu: UviUi tnij., .l

v.i n.oir iuuiie ii.iiti's "

'liiwiL' Acre po:c school. Jivisioaat

vii.urj, ..y a ii!'iv.rs:tv ... Ucu-i-
'c

Army has Ie3rne1 as it is today
contirviirttf to m.ike not only better
Mild.ei but ciii'jns by ca-- I

in,' on t!if i- l '.'.in e'
T!j!ishd t!nri;ijj the di i
Tiuiv iv intu cur I,?,

'K .in i.tval e v.ird m- -

all crades of school from the most
elementary to co!lees and imiver
si;ie: instruction was alsn
in correspondence and niht

CJne of the most vtr:!ri'f;
of the war wa the dUrinery of t!:e

U cf het'rr edi ".! ' f..r mr
you:!! inen. v -!- v th--

more tlian t if t:Kil for
militarv c ,;,d ic:d a

in a tiase hospital c:.mp contaii:ii,g
213 buildings. Here students be-

gan to arrive on March 7, , and
it was nut io:ur before 6.000 were
workii.if on a wide rrinra tf studies,
v,h:ch th.-- ntle:l-- "on detached

wiih f:i!l ay.
(':.-.- ct tb iced- of tli: nvsn n

a,. Ji:.j g was education. Fu.uli
viue set aside for ;lus puti e
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