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Is the general public irll:lin(’tlF
to forget that no country can |
develop without a railvoad? Yes,
it is true in a general sense, and |
yet La Grande as a community
realizes fully that the Ovegon-|
Washington Railroad and Navi-!
gation company is positively the!
backbone, the maia support, E|IL'|
one good reason for La Grande's |
existence as the fine little ety |
she is today, True, there are|
many other industrics heve, but
the 0.-W., with its division
point, with its shops, with its of-
fices, forms the great pillar upon
which this entire community
rests,

The Grande Rondg valley, vich |
s it is, would still be a valley of
a few cattlemen and {raders
had not the huilders of the
transcontinental railroad chosen
this route for the great steel
highway which has connected
the entire middle and eastern
portion of the nation with the
Pacific Northwest. Had the|
route been chosen through Cen-
tral Oregon Union county \\'nl.lld‘
not today be rated as one of
Oregon’s best counties and real
estate values would have never
visen above the price of grazing |
land. |
Prior to the time in the Rn':sl
when the [irst train whistled in-
to this wvalley primitive condi-
tions existed, to be sure, and the!
people were compelied to live
more within themselves—those
who were here, It was in those
days that Joe Wood, the veteran
stage driver, was envied by ev-
ery red-blooded man because of
his remarkable skill in handling
hig stage over the Dlue Moun-
tains, where trails were seiree
and well marked roads were un-|
known. It was in those days
that gueh men as Jogeph Grim-
mett freighted in the supplies

A GRANDE,. the county seat of Union

county, division headquarters for the_sec-

ond division of the 0.-W, R. & N. Co,, is lo-

eated at a strategic point in the Grande
Tonde valley, famed far and wide as one of the
most beautiful and fertile valleys in the great
Northwest.

La Grande, in addition to being on the trans-
continental line of the Union Pacilic and a division
point, is the point from which the branch line of
the 0.-W. R. & N. Co. runs to Joseph, and is easily
the railvoad center of Easteim Oregon. 3

La Grande is on the Old Oregon Trail, made
famous as the route followed by the pioneers whao
came to the Oregon Country clurmg the great
movement westward, Transformed from a roud
of hardships, the Old Oregon Trail is now one ol
the most famous highways of the nation,

L Grande is the source of anather modein
highway that extends to Wallowa county, the
Switzerland of America. e

The popuation of La Grande totals 5,000,

ll.l: Gllj‘ili'll]l? was incorporated Felivuary 25, 1885,

La Grande has a commission form ol govern-
ment. Three commissioners ure elected, who in
turn elect o city manager, who has the direet man-
agement of all municipal affains.

I, B, Hayes is city mannger.

The elevition of La Grande is 2782 feet.

The total tax valuation (B0 per cent. of actual
valuation) is $4,749,650.00,

The bonded indebtedness
H160,000.00. _

La Grande hasper eapita 'tax of 8886,

La Grande has a piid five department which is
one of the most efficient in Chegun.

The total fire loss for La Grande in 1921 was
only 57,165.20.

The deposits of
$2,715,730.11, i

La Grande banks have resources amounting to
S3,149,478.49. _

Savings deposits total §1,151,709.65,

Lia Grande has 1800 dwellings. .

Ninety per cent. of La Grande dwellings ave
served by electricity.

La Grande is served hy one of the most mod-
orn and efficient telephone systems in the
United States,

The number of telephones used totals 1800,

La Grande hag a mean annual tempernture of
48.6 degrees. /

La Grande has i mean maximum temperature
uf 60.2 degrees.

The average seasonal wainfall in La Grande
is 20 inches.

La Grande
income tax,

La Grande has three grade schools and one
parochial school.

Lit Grande has 2111 sehool childven,

The enrollment in the La Grande high school

of the cily is

La Grande banks  total

has 928 vesidents who pay

La Grande has twelve miles of paved streets.

Paving projects under way for La Grande for
1023 will mean an expenditure of $200,000.00,

La Grande has 830 miles of conerete walks,

La Grande has a modemn city park, adjoining
which is a comfortable auto camp ground,

The La Grunde auto eamp ground will undergo
extensive improvenients during the present yeur.

La Grande has a modarnﬁwspitu]. suflicient
in size to accomodate 50 patients, and which is
self-supporting.

La Grande has nine church buildings.

La Grande has 12 [vaternal organizations.

La Grande has three theatres.

The La Grande high school is equipped with a
spacious auditorium and modern stage.

The first mayor of La Grande was Judge
C. H. Finn.

La Grande is the home of Oregon’s present
Governor, Walteir M. Pieree,

Lu Grande is the home of two modern irvon
foundries and machine shops.

Two bow shook factories, utilizing 15,000,000
feet of lumber annually, wre located in La Grande,

There are 356 men employed regulurly in the
0.-W. machine shops.

La Grande is the home of 128 railroad
Ccngineelr's,

La ~Grande is the home of 162 railrond
firemen,

La Grande is the home of 127 brakemen,

La Grande is the home of 45 conductors.

Li Grande is the home®f 83 railroad yardmen,

The O0.-W. R. & N, Co., through its division of
fices in La Grande, expends annually $79,707.62
for materinls—this does not include cost of coal.

La Grande has & modern daily newspaper and
one weekly newspaper.

The Neighborhood Club, the prineipal woman’s
organization of the city, is one of the most nctive
in Oregon.

La Grande has three commercial printing
establishments, .

La Grande has a band of 30 pieces, which has
been selected to provide music for thes Oregon
Stuté Fair at Salem Lhis yenr.

La Grande has an excellent library, housed in
i modern fireproof structure, and with 7851
volumes on the shelves.

Two large snwmills ave located in La Grande,
the annual output being 80,000,000 feet.

The payrolls of the sawmills located in and
adjacent to La Grande total $150,000.00 & month,

There are 45 teachers employed in the grades
of Lu Grande publie schools.

There are 15 instructors employed in the La
Grande high school, including the superintendent.

La Grande is the prineipal eonvention city of
Lastern Oregon,

La Grande is the home of two excellent or-
chestras and muny other execellent musical or-
ganizations.

The largest, most modern meat packing plant

teng 'suppl_\-i!ag pure mountain water.

he receipts from the municipally-owned water
system of Ln Grande totalled $44,018.68 in 1922,

On Januwary 1, 1923, La Grande had improve-
ment bonds outstanding to the umount of $77.-
209.00. Since that date $15,000,00 of the amount
have been called in,

La Grande's building permits totalled the miag-
nificent sum of $370, 260.00 for the period ending
Myy 22, 1923,

_The monthly payroll of the O-W, R, & N. Co,,
i La Grande is $200,000.00,

The second division of the O-W. R, & N., with
headquarters in La Grande, has recoived 18 new
;;:c;:;nut-]vcs. costing §1,615,000, since January 1,

023,

1] Duving the past three years approximately
840,000 have been spent for ballasting the road-
bed of the O-W. It, & N. Co. in Union and Biker
counties,

~ The O-W. R & N. Co. is expending $586,000,00
for new rails for the second division, The entive
division is covered with 90 and 100 pound rails,
. 'll!(*_().;\\". It & N. Co. is spending $110,000.00
for buildings and the extension of pagsing Leicks
in Union and Baker counties,

The engines employed by the O-W, It, & N,
Co, out of La Grande consume 82,162 tons of coal
monthly, costing $197,402.88.

The ex[:qngli_l.\u'l‘.a for yeurly maintenance on
the second division of the O.-W. R, & N, Co. totuls
#1,600,000.00,

The total number of men employed in La
Grande by the 0.-W, . & N. Co. is 1122,

_ La Grande has 12 modern gurages and automo-
hile repiir shops.

Lo Garnde is the home of
dealers,

La Grande hns o strong Y. M. €. A, housed in
4 modern building.

Ly (il'l!!l(ll! has an excellent lighting gystem
and ig Union county headquarters for the Mt
ern Oregon Light & Power Co,

La Grande has a modern silver fox fnit).

The O.-W. R, & N. Co. maintuns e excellent
club house for its La Grande employes.

La Grande is the wholesale center of Eust-
ern Oregon,

Lav Grande is located only a few miles from the
famous Hot Lake Sanatoriam.

The La Grande city eommission is tomposed
of Sherwood Willinms, 1L S, Brownton and C. J.
Black,

The school board of District No. 1, ecomprising
La Grande, is coniposed of C. J. Blaek, chairmin;
J. I, Reynolds, A, T. Hill, €, K. Eberhard and
J. A, Russell,

The payroll of the two leading industries of La
Grande total $850,000.00 a month,

Law Griinde is not n hoom town—its growth has
heen gradual and permanent.
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“Where the nimble money is,
there, my boy, is the pluce to
piteh thy tent for business,' was
onge an’ admonition given by the
down-east Yankee to his son
wheg he went out into the world
for Rimself.

Nimible money in those dasys
thad somewhat o different mean-
fing Lo that of today, for :
the most active dollar is the dol-
lay giveulated in the pay voll
town, - = |

Thus it is, La Grande can’ ba
rated as & business community,
where the dollay is nimble ‘al'_lti
jumps about from one to anoth=
er, paying obligations and | buy=
ing supplies, AN Sl

The pay rolls of the city weie =
for u good many yeirs confined
lto the O-W. railioad, but now
there are other instititions |
which, while not anyways near’
equalling thoe transportation line
"in  amownt. nevertheless i
tgreatly to the city's volume of
|business,
Railroad Operations Lay
| Taking the Second Divigion of
(the 0.-W,, which extends from
| Reith on the west to Huntington
ot the enst, it can truly be said
{that the bullk of the expendi-
tures find thelr way info, La
[Grande. g
, The average monthly pay roll
on the second division is gam-.,-.
851,28, y ST

The average expense on this
divigion for material, not includ=
ing conl, is $70,707.52 per
month, < R
i The monthly coal Bill for loco-
‘motives on the second division i8
| FTDT,492.88. _
| The totul number of railroad
cemployes within the limits of
nion county wlone is as follows 1
Enginemen, 128; fivemen; 1623
jconductors, 45; brakemen, 127;
yardmen, 33; office and station
(men, 119; shop men, 8657 roud-

X imalilla  landine seded ! . - 1 - I ' 2 i T i ', i': )
f‘f““ 1.m.u.i.l.. ...... ling needed|] 18 1%:" Semd bV R e e 1k fn) Oregon, outslds of Portland] Is located ih La La Grande ranks fifth in the state of Orogon JI\'\EI{JSE n, 153; making o total
by the people. | %402.814.00 ’ Grande. for the number of’ children attonding sehool, N aw T o DireHane L e
-.'..\.‘1’.p|1;'."'.1-:.'.l' 0 da \\[-;:;i'.'.‘.'-m:.l-l-r-l-‘j:.ululul : Ninety-five per cent. of the population of Bast- La Grande is the home of four wholesule 5il Lu Grande will continue to grow and prosper || This year the 0.-W. has reeived -
of Lliouw N glu phiyaleal r »=1'|a‘(}l'uﬁ;111 reside witkin o radius of 100 miles of plants, becuuse of its strategic location, wealth of re- anl put in service fiftoen now ' |eto-
VA stormy, Tndianh . T Grandd: : La Grande has & municipally owned water sys- sources and aggressive citizenyy, ‘ motived b ‘_:']"“I,‘:rh]"::;‘;:h”“".m‘#“.
huedahips to cary for tho W & et U L
T (Continued on Pago Sevon) il i (Continuad on Page Elicht)
.’ ) - -
Scenes Obtained in the Oregon- Washington Railroad & Navigation Company Yards in La Grande
£ a
p— - - e B |
; : { vards of the 0.-W Showing one of the monster Mallets in use on the second divigion of the 0.-W. L.
The above presents an excellent view of the extensive railroad yards ¢ j -' A & N. Co., the picture being snapped in the yards of La Grande. The Mallet engines e
R. & N. Co. The photograph, by Harley Richardson, was taken from a viaduct an among the largest in the world and are used in drawing'long trains over the moun-
portrays effectively something of La Grande's importance in the railroad world. tain grades.




