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ln Leave Areas for
Soldiers, Heallh and
Happiness Replaced
Restless, Heclic Life

in Crowded Paiis

N commemuration of the service of good will rendeéred Ly the
peaple of Franoe, the Y MLCAL
manths has heen presenting memorial talilors 1
litles of that conntry which were contors of
war, ware ealled leave areas Ihese were §
the annals beth of muilitary amd of weliare service,
One of the serions problems for the 1 i ol the American
army in France was the question of « s fes M nenny
was S000 miles from home.  The Freneh an riti<h solilier, i
leave conld reael home in a few honrs, Yol there nisat be periced
of rest and relaxation if our own men were tobe kept at o loeh
piteh of efficieney. 1 wis proved in England that workimen conlil
not tofl satisinctorily if ealled upon to work seven davs a week.
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N i Neithier the mind nor the body wonld endire continans e ion, s
=24 On the other hand. the interruption from the rontine must be
1 of stucha kind that the soldier wonld return mare 6t for his ditices
Hire than when he went on leave.  Tow could it be accomplished for
': 18 the American doughboy ? i e
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"I AREAS SELECTED FOR BEAUTY AND INTEREST L r
; ! The leave periods, 10 be of service  Assaciation asdled ot of ihe e
R . to the individual and 1o the army, jpetise.  When i final tretation, tha
1 - required clange of environment, not  Avmy pakd for food and fedsbg and
i | merely freedom from army restrice  exeecliod general contrel; e Y. M.
i tions or dutics. Taris, which every  C. A Trnisded all social anl recreas
2 one wanted to see, was eroviled,  tidnal features, and the solilier was
I congested and, like any other great  Frovided with real rest uod recrvie
s . eity, no place for healthy relaxation,  1on without cost to himael,
The visit to Paris was apt 1o result When the character of "“‘_ ml'."“'e
In disipation. Then, ton, there wers 27708 W ance undersiond the wiwole
i ; ' the military police,  And there was ebhiing “_I.. CaRer iR By F.r‘."‘-,m"l
21 e s was  entitbed en days leave
il danger of edleas comptication  if ey dfionts <‘-'Hr1-) Half &
._. soldiers ot leave were permitted ta million mes spent their  stvendiy
, saatter themelves all over Franee, lesves in the areas, amd the tats]
',- (yeneral Pershing disenssed this  emtertained, inchuding shorter leaves,
problem with variows cdvisers in  teached nearly 2000000,
July, 1917, The leave idea, o a- The loave aveas, as described in
imally proposed by the Y. AL ( A, “Service with Fighting Men," were

ated in A

and l‘lﬂﬂ"ﬂ‘l iy experitient and im. I " r:r-“r!‘n and 1ne
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A Leave Arca Memorial Tablet

ganised and guided for nearly the
whole first yeur by Mrs. Theodore
Rooseveln, Ir.
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Nearly two million men spent their leave time in the recreation or
vacation areas. Snow sparts, water sports and trips, open air enter-
tainments, picnics and sightsesing tours afiorded a pleasing relief from
the arduous duties of army life and brought to the soldier renewed
mental, moral and physical fitness, The American ¥. M. C. A. has
been presenting shemorial tablets to municipalities which were centers
of leave arcas, QOne such tablet is shown at lower right. The legend
on the tablet expresses appreciztion for the hospitality shown by the
cltizens 10 our soldiers,

o erved the leave area

e [ully the nesd
1 e chenes the great masses
there wan neitly pday. Society is
i 2 man ecogmiize that to

& monotonos and grinding 23 was
the wark in the Service of Supply
in the army. The need of decent
recreational  facilities for all men
worlong under strain is real and
P idivadaals and jes tave
divadmals & companies
here’ and there begiin 1o meet this
need, but the whole hody af unciety
has only begem to sense i1 net onie
2 3 mecessity bt as g respesibilisy
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al enteriainmenis. and be t
all, American girls jo talk or dance
with, were at hand nt all tines; the
widier had only to enior himeel i,
Farly in the experiment the leaders
had seen the need of trainibg thase
who seeved B the areie The tned
workers of the fmt winfer wete
therefers used o min 'the poinds,
and the mexperienced were et for
traming to a special area. Neasly
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