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;i Leave Areas for
. Soldiers, Health and

Happiness Replaced

Restless, Hectic Life

in Crowded Paiis
..' Is

TT3Ecomnictnor.ition of the scrviio of lmkkI will rendered lv llicrIcii)lc of llic Atiierkan ..M.C.A. d'.iring recent
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niomns nas Dccn preseiilin memorial mulcts lo various r.mnui-(Kilili-

of that country which were centers of what, d'.intv; Iho
war, were called leave areas. These were an ahsolmc noveity in
llic annals Iwtli of military and of welfare service.

One of the serious problems for the leaders of the American
army in I'rancc was the question of soldier's ler.vo. On,- army
was 3,(XX5 miles from home. The 1'rench and 1'ritish soldic-- on
leave could reach home in a few hours. Yet there must he pcricds
of rest and relaxation if our own men were to he kept at a hi ;h
pilch of efficiency. It was proved in Kn;hnd that workmen could
not toil satisfactorily if called upon to work seven days a week.
Neither the mind nor the body would endure continiions'trn.-ion- .

On the other hand, the interruption from the routine must be
of such a kind that the soldier would return more lit for his duties
than when he went on leave. 1 low could it be accomplished for
the American doughboy ?

AREAS SELECTED FOR BEAUTY AXD INTEREST
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Nearly two million men spent their leave time in the recreation of
vacation areas. Snow sports, water sports and trips, open air enter-
tainments, picnics and sightseeing tours afforded a pleasing relief from
the arduous duties of army life and brought to the soldier renewed
mental, moral and physical fitness. The American Y- - M C A has
been presenting memorial tablets to municipalities which were centers
of leave areas. One such tablet is shown at lower right The legendon the tablet expresses appreciation for the hospitality shown by the
c:tizrns to our soldiers.

cverv oic of U 5 sccrelnr-e- in
Ffrved an apnren--the dmanmrnt

ticeship bclorc being pcrnuncntly
assicncd.

Tlic leave periods, to he of service
to the individual and to the army,
required clunK? of environment, not
merely freedom from army restric-
tions or duties. Taris, which every
ooe wanted to see, was crowded,
congete4 and, like any oiher Rreat
tity, no place for healthy r taxation.
The visit to Paris was apt to result
in dissipation. Then, too, tlirre were
the military police. And there was
danuer of endless complicaiion if
oldiers on leave were permitlrd to

KaMcr themselves all over I'rancc.
General Pershing discussed this

problem with various tdvisers in
July, 1917. The leave idea,

proposed hy the Y. M. C." A,
and developed by experiment and im.
provement, was the subject of many
conferences, A leave area was a
lection of country selected fT its
natural beauty, hittoric interest and
facilities for recreation and imu't-men- t.

and officially designated as a
resort for Aaiencan soldiers cn
leave.

During the experimental period Iht

Association handled most of the ex.
pense. When in final opcrntinn, the
Army paid for food and lodging anl
exercised Rrneral control; the Y. M.
C. A. f(irnitied all social and recrea-
tional features, and the soldier was
provided with real rest and recrea-
tion without cost to himself.

When the character of tlic 19 leave
areas was once understood the whole
army was e.ifer to no. Every nun
was entitled to seven days' leave
every four months. Nearly lialf a
million men spent tlietr ieven-!a-

leaves in the areas, and the total
entertained, indmlimr shorter leaves,
reached nearly J.OCoeflO.

The leave areas, as described in
"Service with Fighting Men," were
totaled in Alpine resorts and the
Kiviera, the valley of the Rhine, the
secoat of Brittany, towns in the
Pyrenees and the Cote d'Or all
places wliere beauty of scene and
mild or hrac.Hg climate had attracted
revt or pleasure seekers for many

year'.
Th'. first si etesed. at

was the rtttern far '' t'sj

tivities. p.nd nv?r rtr.7n:crs
were c'l.irtcrcd for l.ti;v trms- and
hikes to p':(tx'j of historic or nri.ric
interest, witn competent lecturers ns
guides, were tcnturcs of all arcat

In short, the oUher on leave had
a .vide cnoTcc nf occupation. Ana
there was ncitlvr reveille nor tap;if a man wanted hrr.iktat in hed
at noon he crmld la-- it. Concerts
by famous band, moring pictures,

entertainments, and best of
all. American girls $o talk or dance
with, were at hand at all times: the
soldier had only to enjoy himelf.

Far ly in the experiment tNe leaders
had seen the need of training those
who served in the arras. The tried
worker of t!ie first winter were
therefore med to fan the porr,
arid the inexperienced w?re sent for
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1 nose who observed the leave area
work realized more fully tl need
or rccreatinn tor tlic great masses
of men in industry today. Society is
only becinninR t'i recognize that to
many the struggle for a livelihood is
a monotonous and grinding as was
the work m the Service of Supply
in the army. The need of decent
recreational facilities for all men
working under strain is real aiJ
pressing.

Individuals and coenpanies bare
here" and there begun to meet this
need, bat the whole body of societr
has only bera to sense h. not on!r
as a necessity bnt as a rt5pamitait7

A Leave Area Memorial Tablet

rrxrcvl lavr. l!e-- e the (: Orrle
i'a.-- o w.-.-s sml its theater,
dance Kill, rtin Hir-- ': c 1

recreation r tdt u
J. t ' f' A; ;'T

panirrd and guided for nearly the
whole first year by Mrs. Theodore
RooeTclt, Jr.

Athletic 5vrt? of a!! wt
en clail .tieball. fiil and

mctriram chrebmff skiinc. jwim-tc- n

an! iiinilar ac

srcn to a fellow country-woma- n

since leaving honx, tc pmlcminance
i t r,M amoriff the workers did

.r.. v thritr cKc nuke the
rr.v. i .l .;t S f.irfrt the

.-r ;V ci tSeir put
rwt'-'- T wW o" tramrni to tpecsalarea, Neartt JliLnmxvrsaup. jl..


