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SElfeVDCE WDTO-f-l FOGfl-DTDN- G MEN 00 oJBiriiicle OweLessons for Today Gained from

America's Experience as the
Greatest Welfare Worker
practically every community of America arc'individuals and organ-

isation!IN concerned with welfare uvrk. The American people lead the

world in their active interest in humanitarian effort. They expressed

it in unprecedented measure in the Great Conflict. The lessons then learned

are important for present and future applualian, in peace or war. For ail

who have not opportunity to study the comprehensive analysis of social

responsibility at action recently puldished under the title, "Service with

Fighting Men," with William Howard Tafl as chairmm of its eilitorial

board, this newspaper publishes this series of articles. It is sougld herein

to summarise principles and programs set forth in tlte twovolume report.

social rcsponsihil ity which grippedconflict of nations resultingTIE the World War still rocs the
on. Silent struggles, and Utosc

behind closed doors, are no less seri-

ous than those which headlines re-

veal Poland under martial law;
Armenia ravaged and Smyrna de-

stroyed; Constantinople a smoking mi
bomb ; drawing her
sword with her eyes on Saloniki. we

AH who seriously sense social
seek to discover for to-

day's guidance the lessons of the
immediate past. National and even
local problems are now world pro-
blem; and basic to all human read-

justment transcending in funda-
mental importance even political
agreemenls-ri- s service directed y

to human need, in whatever
form, at vine and abroad.

Young men, old men, women, and
children in a lesser degree, in vari-

ous partd of the world, in our own
country as well as abroad, arc even
now facing; tlic same kind of prob-
lem, u did our fighting men. Hard-
en iven human beings in any monot-onoi- tf

life suffer as did, the prison-
ers of wan Wherever young men
in large groups are separated from
the influence of home, from the com-

panionship of women and the .stimu-

lating deindciice of children, they
arc surrounded by the same kind
of disintegrating forces as bore upon
hfihting men. The youth of the ncw-Ui-

nations liko Poland and
which arc among those

where the American Association is
still at work, are movine; in the

and disquieting
as surrounded every extra-

ordinary adventure of tlie armies.
We peed a Rain to stimulaic our

courage and refresh our hope by
study of the unlimited possibilities
that lie in the action of a great nation
amused lo a high social obligation.

The discovery of this need and
the wayr. in which to express it

mijrht have long been delayed had
it not been for the war with its
letnm and (He conclusions therefrom
drvelnprd 'through the working out
of the problems of this first great
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heart of America.
Thu;i began what Chief Justice

Taft describes as "one of the great-
est achievements of peace in all the
history of human warfare." While
tlte armies of France were fighting

their own soil ami the main lltit-is- h

forces but three hour from home,
were to operate an army of

a vl

7L

2.000.HOO nii-i- 3.(XlO miles fron our
eastern America saw that
the cftnrt must be not only to send
men properly trained mid equipped
but with as mntiy of the humanizing
elements of home life as possibk

The first real success in carrying
tl.csc influences into the lives of
fighting mm must credited to
Hun m e Nightingale's work for the
llrili'-- rubbers in the Crimea. Due
to this, America, entering the World
War, found ready for service the
American Re( (joss, experienced in
all varieties of relief work. She
discovered, fo, that she possess!
an organization which for fifty
years h::d served young men in city,
town, camp, field and at sea.

The V. M. C. A. had already had
experience with fighline men through
the Christian Commission in the
Civil War. under it own organisa-
tion in I hi: n War.
and from that time on by Special
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Vladivostock, and nto the heart of
Russia.

The spirit of Americans exhibited
during the war through the great
civilian services Jn( relief and wel-

fare was not directed to her own
sons alone. It extended aid in men
and money to the Young Men's
Christian Associations of the Allied
forces and services into armies
where no such enterprise was known.
Above all, ministrations of comfort
and cheer were brought to fi.OOO.OOfl

men shut up behind the barbed wire
oi prison camps, compelled to spend
months and years subject to tin
strain of monotonous confinement.

How these civilian services in the
war were carried out and what titer

lessons for present day eo!v)::ifm
are shown in subsequent articles.

Thesu illustrations show the wide range of w elfare activities at left, top, a group of enlisted men
bciiif; instructed in the automobile engine; at right soldiers getting "smokes"; center, left, football as
part cf athletic program; center, religious services at the front; right, a group of doughboys costumed
for theatricals; below, at play in leave area; soldiers in line at cafeteria. - - -

under the supervision of the Army
and Navy, were with them in the
training camps in France and under
shell fire toward the Front. Under
Army supervision, the Y. M. C. A.
also organized leave areas for in

tensive rest and recuperation; and,
wherever American troops were as-

signed, the West Indies, the Islands
of the .Mediterranean, north of the
Arctic Circle at Archangel, across
the Tacific at Honolulu, Manila, to

home, traveled with them to the can-
tonments, offered facilities for en-

tertainment, education, social con-
tact and religion in the concentra-
tion camp, journeyed with them on
the transports going overseas and,
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Act of Congress in the Army and
Navy posts. Also m the lirst three
vcars of the World War. the Amer-

ican Association had served with the
associations of the Allies on the
front and in the yrison camps. d

this war organization and ex-

perience, it had m America a trained
personnel of some 5.0(10. and work-

ing orgmtzalions built to serve
young men in every important com-

munity in the country. It was
that this institution should be

called niton to lead in welfare.
The wel fare organizations of

America drw on cxjicnrnce as they
prnrrrded to surround the men in
the American canuvi and cities with
those social recreations and rHigioui
activities which were part and parcel
of their home life. The great un-

solved problem, the new strange
field, was service with soldiers and
sailors.

"hesc organizations gathered with
the boys ut the railroad stations at
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