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Electrification of St. Gothard Railway
Abolishes Smoke Nuisance, Gives
Fullest Vision of Seenic Beauties and
Makes Longest Tunnels a Delight.

OFHING new under the sun?  The geandenr and majesty

cof‘the Alps are as old as the Alps themselves, but the

© opportunity to see that grandeur and majesty in peace and
the fullest: of vision is new—{for not until the Lucerne-Clifisso
section=of the world famous St. Gothard line was eloctrified
oould “the smoke nuisance be abolished and freedom of sight
granted,  The' electrification is for a distance of 13745 miles,
This gigantic project has just been completed. It ranks among
the enginsering marvels of the world, ®

Two huge power stations, one at Amsteg, near the northern
eutrances 1o the St Gothard tunuel, and the other at Piotta,
abiout five miles beyond the southorn entrance, supply energy.
Anwsteg in used during the summer, when the Retss supplies
the water, Piotts, is available in winter, This Jatter plant
utilizes the aecumulated water of Like Ritom, 6,000 fect above
sea level and about 2950 feet above Piotta, The natural depth
of the lako has been inercased by a 23 foot dam and the rulu'\lil
draws off the water 100 feet helow the dam erest, ‘The as ailable
storage capucity is estimuted at wbout 900,000,000 eubio feet,

Hisory af St. Gothard Lins,

Rallraads  were  intraduced  IA
Switepeland in 1808 with ihe coms
strmebion ol the RaielSr. Ledwig
line, aontgcting with the  Alsace,
By 100 thare were 621 miles of
normal ghisge lined o use and in
1RG0 the Federal suthoritios decided
for & railway through the St Got-
harily whieh involved the boring of
what wan then the longest tinnel In
the world, lightly msrs than 91}
miles,

Work an this gigantic undectaks
ing:. which cost  $21800,0M)  was
Brgun in 1872 and ten vesrs luter
the ling was formally fnaupirated
The line was ;-uv-uih recagnined
v an apachemaking  achievement
and it immediately 1ook its place
= one wl the grear arteries of Euros
pean sienim iraffie.

With the pawing of vears and the
ever bnereasing demamls, the necrs
tie way eealland of transforming the
srutem ta eleclele traction,
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in o train of the Gothard
maifuav. 5o digerdend, crossing  the
Keratelonbocly pieduct near Amseg,

1 feer ore sea level,

Iz the Ve in the tunnels has alin

been Uehitened for sas workmen, As
sonn as olevirification of that seds
Pan was mpleded, the ‘915 mils

fone St Cothard tunnel goderwent
) QA leming and serapiog:
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It Wawen, 2250 [ee: chove sta
level, *ho tracks wind around a
wonagain three times  giving  pas.
sengitrs amazing vicis,

hills and mountains 1o the raman-

tie realm of the St Gothard, where ©

vivching wind and falling waters re.
pounil in the awedinspiring solitnde
of the mountaine. While tha line
dues gt riso peceopibly beiween

3 tfeld, 1,558 feet, it provides
o soring thrilla of an alte-
geiher unique order balween this
point and Goeschenen, 3,640 feat,
whetw in a distanes of only 18 miles
there is a steep rise of over 2,000
feot,

Threo Times Around Mountain,

The route up the valley of the
toreential Reuss §s magnifieent; via-
ducts are boldly thrown ascrods
gorges amd depiths in which foaming
sreams rush downward; gradually
the rails becoms a spical saiccase

11

and _in the vieinity of the village \3

of Wassen, whose tiny church han
become n landmark, it secms as if
the train wonld linger indefinitely:
for three times it winds. around
thic litle ehureh, showing it et
“have, pext an the level angd finslle

ne., 1437 foet above sea level, |
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H i vk voxt of soet iv thos . ltand, which is the northern poetel of the crect Gothard tunael 500 e
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