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[Forecasting Earthquakes

Professor Baily Willis, of Leland Stanfoed Univer-

sity, who has gone to Chile to study the effects of the re-
cent edrthquake, hopes througlh

wherehy the disustrous vonseguences of sueh cataciysiis
can he avoided, His expectation is not so vnwarranied @
might be supposed. A I"H‘.Il. deal has been learned dbout

carthquakes tately, and Dr. Willls s heen avell to 1"1"_'-!'

fore among the mvestiga Im it wis he who mapped,
l|1||=t|;.,11 photogreidplis teken [y om an givplane, the cele-

brated San Andreas Launlt line on which the San Francisco 0!

carthqiake of 18906 geenpied,

There is not the slightest possibility, of co , that
mankind can do iy thing whatever to pres the e
rence of these convalsions:  But theve is condiderable vo:
son Loy believing, in view ol yeeent iiscovy |5- g, that the
time may net be fae distant when it will be possible to fore-
tell' more oy leas seupately where and when carthquakes
are likely: .

The fanlt lines in the earth’s erust—that is, the vift
or weak senms whose collapse is vosponsible for seisnic

disturhances—are heing determined in California, and in

course of time prohably will be indicated on maps of all 4

tegions subject to cavthguales,  yen when the faults are
on parts of the earth’s surface covered by water they [I ke
Iy will he shown, as the hottom of the is also hei
mapped. The Federal government at the present timne
has two erews at work off the coust of California, (FTHTNE
ping the ocean bed through aonew deviee by which sovngd
waves ave veflectod from the botton, I this way they
iare ll‘,"‘ill[.‘. to docate Tines Trom wlideh seismic waves Ay
pass, a

But the most important factor of 81 in the situ: iz
the |]i_\:('|)‘,'q'|'_\ by Dy, Lep A. Cotton, of the depart il
geology of the Univarsity of ! Zonl ; ]
earthduelies, e higs put forth the th ¢
erally aecepted as correct by geologists that sei el
tubranees are produced hy the in pla t eak
sefmEshr et ernsta-the (ool i thosphie
as ‘the geolopists would call it—by the poll

the sun and the moon,

With this information scientists may be in position
to wvarnithe peapleswhen to e on euaed, 1 theve is ad-
vanee oy ledge of the comuer of an m::lu Ny l"u
can besgving ofilives. iff not of the property, that ot
wise would be destroyved, {
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