
." r.1 .. .v .i.u"TTrnnrTirir 3ilil i'il
' 'li

PAGE SfX"

i

BY KATHERINE CECIL, THUK6TOJST .

Thie famous novel is wfcyr'.d in serial form by arrangement with Richard Walton TuUy, in wlioss screen version, a

comes, remember you have all mflln speed end ylgor. Kow, for the'' THIHTIBNTH INSTALLMENT fright I It' only that I that I hoi! a THE CHARACTERS IN THE STORY ' 3

JOHN' rilll.COTK, m uitjt-- of the Home of Commons, party to piar-riaf-

f couvciifiun und a confirmed drug addict, changea places in,

life v.itli j

I

JOHN I.ODEH, who is his exact counterpart in appearance. So sue-- !

ccstful is tlie riiciption that the masterful Lode becomes not pnl
tiio strong pulitical aily of , - .

FltAIW;, ti:o sivut party leader, but he Is not suspected by the ervants

nor by Ciiikute's Leuutif ul and unhappy wife,
EVE, who, however, is mystified by her husband's change In manner. At

a social f um-lio- Loder is inveigled into a darkened tent, where
LA1JY ASTKLTI', intimate of Chilcote, indulging her hobby of crystal-(raziii-

mahes him remove his rings, exposing scar on his

fitiKer. LoiU-r- recc);:nizing her as the woman who had jilted him in an

old love ali'air, eludes her witliout explanation. Loder is recalled by
;li his own life. Chilcote njeeU Lady Lillian and

nai.v ; na ;jpiintiiu-u- to dine with her the next day. He forgets the

appuiiitnient and ehanges places with Loder, who, noting the

date niid the "Talk with L" in Chilcote's engagem"t book,
mi: takes it for a political appointment with

LAKKI.Y. pul.li.-he- of .St. George's. Loder is when he is'

til ir.to l'.aily Aslrujip's home and presence instead. She becomes
su. u ..!;.; Iiini to remove his rings and he refuses. She declares he
is not Chilcnte. He neither denies iior affirms, but warns her that none

will believe her story- The attack in Persia of a band of Russian Cos-

sacks uij tv.u Jli .tii-- trailing caravans brings tho political situation to

a a.ni l.i ili r is selected by his party to inake a great politicul

speech. On the day scheduled for the most ambitious event in his life,
tl.e blow fail, ' "lilcote again recalls him and, leaving Eve wondering
at the breakfast (able, l.oder goes to the street and hails a cab.

the ail prn'nt Mm &
utath bla hand- - j

Vtf fty mlnvtCf h M4 W1

terast ot the bouse, speaklwj luslaf
eutly, fearlessly, eoiumasdlngly q
the lmmedlute need pf actlpa. Hp

unhesitatingly pointed put :that tht
newa which had Just reached Buy- -

land was not so (ouch ta upoaUlpf
fact at a sinister warning to tbota IB

whose keeping lay the safety ef (ha
country' (nterett Ittly, with '

one touch ef elpquence, he paid trib-
ute ta the seadfast fidelity uf eucJi
men aa Sir William Brice-Fel- who,
whatever political complications arise
gt home, pursue their duty uhswervv

iiigly on the outposts of the empire.
At bis last words there was silence
the silence that marks n genuine

effect then all with vehe-

ment, Impressive .force, (he storm of
enthusiasm broke Its bounds, i

t It was one! pf those stupendous
hursts of feeling, that no etiquette
no(.decorum Is powerful enough ,to
quell. As he resinned his seat, very
pule, but exalted us men are exulted
only once or twice In a lifetime, It

rose obojit hltu cluniorouB, sponta-- .

neons, undeniable. ,Xear' at baud
were the faces of his party, 'excited
and triumphant: across the house
were the faces f Sefbnruugh and hia

Ministry, uncomfortable and disturb-

ed..
The tumult swelled, then fell away;

and In the partial lull that followed
Fruide leaned over the buck of his
seat. His quiet, dlgnillei) expression
was unaltered, but his eyes were In-

tensely bright.
"Chilcote," he whispered. "I don't

congriiiiilale you or myself. I con

rvAC
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t ..
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conndenee.
. Looking back upon tint day, feeder
often wondered at the calumesi with
which he bore the uncertainty. Tp
sit apparently unmoved? and wait
without emotion for newa that alight
change, the whole tenor of one'i ac-

tion, would have tried the stoicism
of the most experienced; to the nov-

ice it was well-nig- unendurable.
Ami It was under these conditions,
and ,fli,'htlne against these odds, that
he sat through the long afternoon In
Chilcote's place, obeying the dictates
of his chief But If the day was
frnught with difficulties Zo? him, t
was fraught with dullness and dis

appointment for others: for tne un
dercurrent of Interest that had stir
red ut tlie Easter adjournment, and
risen with added force on this first
day of the new session, wns gradual
ly hut surely threatened with ex-

tinction, ns hour ofter'hour passed,
no suggestion of the battle

that had on every side been tacitly
expected. Slowly and .unmistakably
speculation and dissatisfaction crept
into tlie atmosphere of the House,
as moment succeeded moment, and
the Opposition mode no sign. WnB

shirking the attack? Or was
he playing a waiting game? Again
and asain the question arose, filling
the air with a passing flicker of In

terest; but each time It sprang up
only to die down again, as the ord-

inary business of the day drugged It-

self out.

Gradually, ns the afternoon vre
on, daylight began lo fade. Loder,
silting rigidly in C'hlleote's place,
watched with suppressed Inquiry the
faces of the men who entered
through the constantly swinging
doors; but not one face, so eagerly
scanned, carried the message for
which lie wailed. Monotonously and
mechanically the time passed. The

adopting a neutral at
titude, carefully .skirted all danger
ous subjects; while the Opposition,
icliug under Frabie's suggestion, uf

sisU'il rather Ibtin hindered the pro-

gramme of postponement... For Ihe
moment the eagerly anticipated reus- -

e milling threatened ihsiuai failure;
mil it was with u universal move
ment of weariness and relief that at
last the House rose to dine.

Hut there are no possibilities so
elastic ns those of politics.' At hojf-pa-

seven the House rose In a spirit
of boredom and disappointment ; and
at eight o'clock the lobbies, lite

the entire space of the vast
building, was siirreil Into activity by
tbe arrival t a. x'ogle ttlegraplile
message.

The new development for which
hail waited came Indeed, but

it came with a force be bad little
anticipated. Willi a thrill of awe und
oonstci-uutint- i u'en heard and repeat-
ed the astounding news that wlill

persoitaly exercising bis authority
on behalf of British traders Sir
William Iliire-Fleld- . l

at Meshed, had been fired at by a
Russian ottlcer and Instantly killed.

The interval Immediately following
the receipt of this news was too con-

fused for detailed remembrance. Two
Ideas made themselves slowly felt
a deep horror that such an event
coubl obtrude itself upon our blah
civilization, and a strong personal
dismay that so honored, distinguish-
ed, and esteemed a representative aa
Sir William lirice-Flel- could have
been allowed to meet death in to ter-

rible a manner.
. It was In the consclousnese of this
feeling the consciousness that, la
his own person, he might voice, net
only the feelings of hie party, bat
those of the whole cou: lap that r

rose an hour later to wake his
Attack. .. i

He stood silcat for a wenient, aa
be- bad doue on aa earlier eceusloa ;

but this time kis Niotlve wa differ-
ent. IEnnrd byod any feelia of

a wakd aa Hr
right for the full Rttaath-- tin
House; tbnt aqletly, bat vitk uJ

pusgestfed firniaves, fc bmvcW tke
motion for adjoarawent.

Lil a intwh te a trala pawner,
lb- - voriW got ilaiaa ta tfae eaeit
meat tin h.vl BwiaJArm fr ,;and ie ta atai(4acp f atlnri(

a tcenc of tact law aa4 vita
coniutra!h as tK Hme kea no

a lt itcs a 4, k fowid liwsiaVa
hie great acieevMaaaat.

Te he l..r's njiae te .Ban
t woeU he llttke tat Mtlaa.

Tiit i .(- I ata aUwjMjs
t. miicli a atm e eye vui vjaial lllvl;iit, N eKve ea ft
rcroaiiieti. o thrfM e wat
biei aica Mt e'aalit e As I M
tbt weeta ill rfeali aaMlaatj;
.fl to te4 eiieit e (M
there uei no ikltt( M tftae,

repiaductbei. 4) ,

In It tnefraot of W tas wat-

ered nothiOg to hltu tine: ''iat-on- s

preparations wer t a grut B
tent rendered useless IQ' ts igavt
that hud come with such paralyilng
effect, in the sweeping eomcloua-nes- s

of his own tiblllty, he found
added Joy In the Seedoio It opened
up. He ceased to cO shier that by
fate he was a CousrOalire, bound by
traditional conventionalities; In trat
treat moment he knew bitu&elf suoV

eiently a man to exercise whatever
individuality instinct prompted. He
fc-go-t the didactic methods by whLb
he hsd proposed to sLcw knowitdje
cf his subject both a a put and a
i.i i: footer In European follUrs.

,,1 hit own strong apprtclaUco of
r '!: t tiilmt, )e m and puttt

llrst lime, he fully npprecluted the
greut men t;il strain that he hud un-

dergone in the past ten days the
imnuuiral tension; the suppressed,
but perpetual, senso of impending
recall'ethe cunseiptently high pres-
sure ut which work, and even exist-euc-

biul been curried on. . And as
he hurried forward the nam nil reac-tlo- u

to this slate-- of things came
upon him In a Hood of security and
Confidence a strong realization of
the temporary respite nnd freedom
for which no price would have seem-

ed too high. The moment for which
he hod unconsciously lived ever
slneo Chilcote's llrst memorable
proposition was within reach at last

safeguarded by his own action.
Tho wnllc from Clifford's Inn to

Grosvenor Square wns long enomrh
to dispel any excitement that his in-

terview had aroused ; and long be-

fore the house came into
view Blie felt sufficiently braced men-

tally and physically to seek Kve In

the morning-roo- where be instinc-

tively felt she would still be waiting
for him. j
' Thus ho encountered nnd over-

passed the obstacle that had so near-
ly threatened ruin; nnd, with the
singleness of purpose that always
distinguished hlia, he wns able, once

having passed It, to dismiss H alto-

gether from his mind. From the
moment of his return to Chilcote's
house no misgiving na to his own ac-

tion, no shadow of doubt, rose to
trouble his mind. His feelings on
the in at tor. were He
hud Inordinately desired a certain
opportunity; one factor had arisen
to debar that opportunity, und be.

claiming the right of si renin h, bad
set the barrier aside. In the sim

plicity of the reusoniiu: lay its power
to convince; and were a tonic needed
to I) race him for his las!;, he was
provided with one In the masterful
sense of a dilhYuIty set at nought.
For the man who has foui;ht and

conquered one obstacle feels strung
to vanquish a score.

It was on this day. at the rpassom-- :

tiling of Parliament., that Fraide's
great blow was to be stwiuk. In the
ten days since Hie affair of the cara-- ,

vans hnd been reported from Persia
public feeling had run bili. and It

was upon the pivot of this incident
that Loder's attack was lo turn: for,.
as Lakely was fond of remarking.
"In. the scales of public opinion, one
dead Kugllshninn lias more weight
than 4he whole Eastern Quesibin!'
It hnd been arranged that, following
the customary procedure, l.oder was
to rise after questions ut the morn

ing sitting und ask leave to morn
Hie adjournment of Hie House on a

definite matter of urgent public Im-

portance; upon which teave havintr
been granted by Hie rising of forty
members In his support the way
was to He open for bis definite at-

tack ut tlie evening sitting. And it
was with a mind attuned to this plan
of action that he retired to the study
immediately he hud breakfasted, and
settled to a final revision of his
speech before an early party confer-
ence should compel b!m to leave the
house. Itut here again circumstances
were destined to change his pro-

gramme. Scarcely had he sorted bis
notes and drawn bis chair to Chil-

cote's desk than Itenwiek entered the
room with the same air of important
haste that he had shown on u previ-
ous occasion.

"A letter from Mr. Fralde, sir. Ttnt
there's no nnswer," he said, with
unusual brevity. ,

Loder waited till he had left the
room, then he tore the letter open.
He read:

j

"My Bear ChHcte Lnke.ly Is the
recipient of special and very vital
news from' Jlesbed unofficial, but
none the less a!irmlngf Acts of Rus
sian ageressinn towards flritlsh trad-
ers nre reported to be rapidly In-

creasing, und it Is stated that the
authority of Ihe Consulate is treated
with contempt. Fending s possible
confirmation of this, I would suggest
that you keep an open mind on the
subject of peech. Ity
adopting an anticipatory even
unprepared attitude y.m nine Sml
your hand materially strengthened.
I shall put my opiulobefor opj
more explicitly hen e meet.

"Youre faithfully,
"HKIUiL'eVf &Hff

The etter, worded alth r(:tbS
usual restraint, inii,- Im

pression on 11 a reoiplent. The thought
that his spoetS miirht not only

opinions already to'ltly held,
but voice a situation of Intense
national Importance, struct; hiiu Oitli
full force. For many minutes Jor
he had jynaped the meaning of
Krnlde'a messairc Oe sat neeleetful
of his notes, his elbows resting on
the desk, his face between bis bunds,
stirred by tlie suesllon that- here
miKht lie a greater epiionuaity than
any he had anticipated.

Still moved by this new sucnes- -

tion, he attended the party eonelave
that Fralde bad eeuvriied, and lifter
wards lunched with and aeeouipanled
hit lender to Ihe lb, use. They sp,,ke
very Utile as they drove to West-
minster, for eusro.vsed by
hic own thetiiiiitii. Only once Old
Fralde allude to :'r,e inelden: liiat
was parnr.our.t la lcth ineir n.iuds.
Then, tumir.: to Lo hr, suth a smite
of encouragement, be hud bli
Uciters for an ltr'ait on els ar:u.

MObllcoU,1! it. sl-:- the tlsnt

beastly dreauJ. Hut, for llcim-n- '

sake, snui mat winnow:- iie miimt-e-

Involuntarily and pushed the lock
of dump hair from his forehead with
a weak touch of his old Irritability.

In silence Loder moved buck tu the

Wlndpw and shut It. He wuh iihcrtcd
ijiore than he would own even to him-

self by the obvious chune In .

He hnd seen him moody, rest-

less, nervously excited; but never be-

fore hud he seen him entirely de-

moralised. With a dull feeling of

JmiJideiice find dlsgmst he Hiood l.y
tbe closed window, looking uneeln-'-l- y

fit the roofs of the opposite houses,
Hut Chilcote hml followed his

movements restlessly ; und now, us
he watched hint, u dicker of eyclie-nien- t

cronned his face. "Cod!
he suld. iiyuin, '"twns a ndief

to see you! 1 d"cnmed I whk In h ll

n horrlldo hell, worse rhun the on

they preuch about." Hi- biui't'd i"
reature himself, bit: bin ': '"k

pitiably:'
J .oiler, wb hud come to ll.'hi. hi

silent and inert. ,

'"It was horrible heavily." '('hil-eiu-

wetii on. "There was no lire and
hrln:tunp, hut there was some! iilnu'

It was n great Ironic
of piinbhnieiit by wlilch every noin
was chained to his un vice - by
which the thing he hud pimo lo pieces
over, liiteud of being denied him.
wiih utaile cninpitlsory. Vmi can't

It." He shivered nervously ami
his vice rose, "Koncy s:ii!:iicl
beyond the limit of untidy,

nud dogged by ilic tiling you
hnd run after all your life!"

lie paused excitedly, and in

pa line f.oder found resolution, lie
.shut his ears to the panic In

voice, he closed his conscious-
ness to the sight of his shaken fucc.
With a surge of detennlmilioii lie rat
Med Ills theories. After all, be had
himself and his own Interests to
clglin his thought. At the moment
Clilleote was a wreck, with no desire
townrd rehabllllullou ; but there was
no guarantee that In an hour ur two
lie might not have regained control
oyer himself, and with It the Inclina-
tion that bud prompted his letter or
the day before. No; he had himself
to look to. The survival nf the lltlcst
was the true, the only principle, t'lill-cot-

had hud Intellect, education, op-

portunity, and t'hllt'ote hud dellber
ately cost them aside, fortify In a
li uist if It) the knowledge, he liirto'd
from (he window und moved slowly
buck (o the bed.

"Look lieYe," he be;;an. "you wrvie
for in e Inst night " Ills voice w;is
hard; he, hnd come to tlht.

Chlleole gluuced up iit!;kly. Ills
mbiith was druwn und there was :,

new anilety In his eyes. "I.odoi !"

he exclaimed, quickly. "Ixter,
here! Come nearer!"

Keluctnntly l.oder obeyetl.
ping closer lo the side of the hud.

'
bent down.

The other put up his hand ami'
cuughr his arm. Ills lingers nvm
bled and .Jerked. "I say. l.oder." he;
said, suddenly. '! I've hail such a

beastly night my nerves, you
know"

With a quick. Involuntary
Loder drew buck. "loift yust !'

we might shove that nlil"" e

uked.
Hut Chllcnte'a gu.e bud wamLie'

from his face and strayed in th,--

drejsslna-tubl- ; there It moved IVut
Uhly from one object to another.

'M.odei'," he exclaimed, "do yon nee

can you see If there's a lube of i:i!

b'lds on the tannicl shelf or on Hit
dreMlnir-tnbleV- lie lifted hhic e!l
nervously on his elbow and his e.vev

wandered uneasily ubout the ro.an
"I I hud u beastly niht ; my ni ne-ar- e

horribly Jarred; and I thorn-h-

think " lie stopped.
With his Increasing con'ioii' u

his nervous collapse became uiok
marked. At the llrst inoineiii of w

(ug, he relief of an linexpecicd pre
eiii'e had Mirill"uned ei ervili -
else; but now, ys one by one his lac
ultie stirred, his wretched condiilon;
lieeauie patent. With a new soiim
perturbation Loder made next
tack.

"Chilcote ' he bevan. Uernly.
Itut again (hilcnie ranlit his itnn,L

plucking ut the "Where;
Is It?" be suld. "Where s Hie tnln-- j

of labloldsthe Kedalhe. I'm- - I'm
obliged to tuke ttomelhlng when my
liertes go wrong" In his wenljue-s- l
and nervous tremor he forgot that
Loder was the sharer of bis secret. e
Kvefl In his extremllv his fear of de-

tectton clig to him limply the lies
that had become second nature slip- -

jptd from him witlo at effort. Then
sudc9n..v n fresh panic seized Mm:
hit lingers tightened spasmodically
Ol ejei cestd to 0ve uhout the
riAn ami letllrd (A bis eoninnnion'i
foce. 'n you see It. Loder'r" he
cried. I can't the light's In 'v
eyes. Csn you e It? Can you see
the tuber1 lie lifted himself higher,
su agoOs Qt ipprehenslnn In his face.

I Aider pued ttltii back upon the
pillow. He wOjt ntrlvl hard to keep
I. Is ewtt mlOd 'd, to steer hU own
couiO Straight through the i haos
that confronted him. "Chilcote,' b

bessn once nwre, 'you sent for me
Hn4 plght, and I came the first thiiu

Hilt nioriilnyo to tell you" Hut
there he stopped.

U'nh an excitement that lent him

strength, Chilcote pushed aside bb
tut nils, "tiud " he said, suddenly
"suppose 'twas lost suppose 'tvv.t- -

guiie!" The Imugtn.iry pos.dbititv
gripped hiuio He skt up, bin U

lirid, diops ef ptrsplratlou suonrUg

Chapttr XXIVCentlnued
r Realization, like the need for A-

ction, came to hliu pi owl?, hut when
It came it wee will) terrible lucidity,
lie did not swear ns tie leaned ba--

In bla neat, meehanleally watehlnj;
'the itreuin pf men on their way in
butanes?, the belated cure of jewp
produce blocking the wny between
the Strnnd and ftivfnt (Jurden. Jit
tied no use for out In; tils feelings (ay
deeper than mere wiuiIji. hut his
uioutb yvji end his eye
look cil cold.

Outside Hie Law rourte he d

used bin eub .and wit Ik fd forward
tp Cll tTtiHI's Inn. ' An he flawed
throuKh Hie. fiiiiillliir entrance a chill
fell on lilni. ' In Hie clear, early Unlit

,lr teemed more Jhnii ever a place '
(lend hopes, dead enterprise, dead
turddtlon. In the onward march or
Jiu It had hern foremen. The yerj
iVr had nhrenth uf uiifiililUnient.
:tle crnsH'd 'the court rapidly, but
his mouth aw Itfcelf ufi'rHli fin he
n4&ed through the door-wn- nf Ills

u y t i house and eronsed the barehull.
'As he iimhiiiiimI the1

tVtalrChe received his Mm Indication
yjKtlfe Jn the if a 'i'J

'from the eei'tind'tlnnr r"o(ithS. At

slirhC of til in,' the iiulmitl ciinie
rubbed rteminiinitlvjly ulDid

hW lej:,- find with n'i burnt',
ftdlowed him

Outside hn dfr he puiiHcd. On
the ground nto.nl Hie usuul niornln.'
can of milk evidence tliat Chlbuie
wns not yet iiwnke ur tbui, like him-9f- ,

he hud no uppeilte for brenkftiHt.
lie snim,,-,''"iil('i-

illy ns the bleu
Struck hliu. i(it It was h smile Hint
stiffened rather Diiiii relaxed his llpx.
Then lip drew out the duplicate key
he. nlwityf parried, und, Inserting It

qitletly, opened I fie dor. A clone,
unpleaNiint smell greeted him fs he
entered the small jinKsue that divid-
ed' the bed und vUllniE roonis fl smell
of whiskey mingling with the Odor of

tle smoke. Willi a utm'k ifesiure
he pushed open the lietlrooiu duor;
then on the threshold he paused, fi

look of contempt and repulsion puss-(p- f

pyerjds fare. .p. -
. I p .his first glance he scnrcely

rr'hepd the details of Hie scene, for
fh curfulns kont the Hiflit

, Jlju, buf as his eyes trrew nccustoiued
tlie ohscurfty he fathered their

ilfiilftcance.
The room had a sleepless, Jaded

ftlr-r-t-he ritoin that under bis own oc-

cupation had shown a rigid, almntM

mouustlQ severity. The plain
Was littered with clgareit

f&ds and inarked with black and
yhee tbe tobacco had

teea left to burn Itself our. On one

fumer pf the table of water
He ft .wbiskvy-decaote- rested otif

Mftlnet the other, as if for support,
s.nd at the other end an overturned
jiuubler lay In ft pool of Mould. The
whale effect was sickly end nauseat-Hi- s

glance turned Involuntarily
to the bed, and there halted.

On Uie hard narrofr mattress, from
which the sheet and blanket hud
fallen In a disordered heap, lay ('Ml-cot-

lie was fully dressed In a shub-b-

tweed sulf of Coder's ; his collnr
wee open, his Up and chin unshaven;
one hand was limply gmtpttf, the

pillow, while the other hung out over
the aide of the bed. His face, pule,
almost .earthy In hue, might have
been a i)iek, save for the slight con-

vulsive spusms Ihut crosned It fnin
tljiif to time, and corresponded with
the fulnt, whlverlng hi mix that iuismmI

hf Intervals iiver iln. whole hotly. To'
complete bin repellent appeai'iiiico, a!

I(ck uf hair had fiiilfii hum: und lay
black uKil dump imtiwh his forehfud.

U fitter tuod for n Mpaoe snH-ki-

Ud Aticllhoiind by the ilit. I'ven
In the gliHKilv ilUnrrwy. the likeness

the eitnioi'dhiiiry, sinister llktnes
that hud hfcnme the f.lvot Upon
which he hininelf revnlwd
hlui like n blitw. The uiaii who hy
Ihere w as himself houm! to hliu h'
tome Kiihtle, lnepllcuhle He or

As the Idea touched him he
turned hi tie und Mcpped ipilckly to
the dretslniMtihle ; there, with

energy, he Hung btu k tJe
' iiiriM iiiK and threw the window wble:

then nk'ufn he turned uw ar.U the
bed. lie had one dtuumit iniulc
to waken t'hlb-oie- to be free of the
repululve, Inert presence that chilled
li til with so perennial a hoirur, I. fin-
ing Over the lied, he ciiuuht Hie tlmiil-de- r

let a rest to him und stnu.k It. It
w not Hie moiiieiit for nh vW, und
Ids gestura was noili.

At bis first touch fhibute made nni
riortJiehls bruin, dulled by t

his vice, had heroine id lag- -

gird in conveying senssilmuj; but at
Iftsb su the pressure on his shoulder
Dcrewf, his nervoai system seemed

ssjdMiri to Jnr Into coioclousnes.
A 1ot siudaa sin ban; lit halftt Htis thtfaAruaOd bsck

ltta t)H!w,
"Oh 1" he ticUlm4, lo t trcmbUng

'U1" The rOmO seemed
4rswsa from bltDOy ccopnlslua.

i iQi ' UOcsnay tout chilled Loder
anew, "fc'alo tip. tusnl" O sutd.
adOnlr. "U's up I Its I Lo- -

Again the other shuddered; then
be turned Quickly and nervomly.

Loder " Ut snld, doubtfully. "lx
der?" Then his fare changed. "Hood

,.(Judl" he exclaimed. "hat a relief.
The words were so Intense, co

Spontaneous and uneipevted, that
J oder toik a step hnrg.

Chilcote Isuched dlscordnntly. and.
llfttd a sbsky hand to protect his

pjn from the light.
1"it' It f U rlgbt, Lodtrl It's all.

? 'jL'.ncffd up quickly. His mouth was drawn and
s'cv rnxijcy in hia eyes. Guy Bates Post as John
'... a Tennant as Robbing in "Tho Masque- -

.1

ft

y.i
t
1

to
V

j

x c k mi

wns pitiably drnwn, but the feyerlsh
l.rihincjis in ids eyes hud Increased.
"Five," (e said shurply. "Five. Do'
you hear, LoderV"

"FlveV" Involuntarily Loder low-
ered the hand that held the tube:
From previous confidences of 's

he Unew the unmunt of inor-phl- a

coiualniMl In each tabloid, nud
realized that five tabloids, If nut un
absoiuieiy dangerous, was ut leust an'
excessive dose, even for one accus-
tomed to the drug. For a moment
his resolution fulled; then the domi-

nant note of his nature the uncon-
scious, fundamental egotism on which
his charailer was
itself beyond denial. It'iidght be rep-
rehensible, It misht evert be criminal
to accede to such'n request, made by
a man In such n condition of body
and mind; yet the laws of the unl- -

erse demunded
prouiiled every bunian mind to de-

sire, to und to hold. With a
perception swifter than .any he hnd
experienced, he realized the certain
respite to be gained by yielding to bis
impulse. He looked ut Chi bote with
h'.s anxious expression, his
eager, restless eyes; and a vision of
himself followed sharp upon his
glance, A vision of the untiring

of tlie past ten days, of the slow-

ly kindling ambition, of the suprema-
cy till but gained. Then, as the pic-
ture ceiupleied Itself, ho lifted his
hand with an ubrupt movement aud
dropped the live tabloids one utter
another into the glass,

i
CHAPTER XXV

IJAVIXG tuken a definite step in
any direction, it was not hi
nature to wish It retraced. His

face whs set, but set with detemiij
nation, when be closed the outer
door of bis own rooms and passed
quietly down the stairs und out Into
the client court. The thought of
Chibute. hN pitiable condition, his
sordid were things that
reguircd u driu will to drive lulo
the LiackyiMuiid of the luisginatlou ;
but a Mi nitf inferno of such visions
would not huvo daunted Loder on
that morning as, unobserved by any
eyes, te left jhe little court-ysi--

wiib its gi'js?,' its. trees, its pave-meat-s

all so diatastufullv familiar'
and paMod down the Strand te-- J

wardi life and action.
As fee wsikei, his itaps lacrasaat

gratulate the country on possessing
a great man!" '

The remaining features of the dp- -

bale followed quickly one upon Ihe

other; the electric gtmogphery yt the
House possessed a strong Incentive
power. Immediately Loder a oration
had subsided, tlie
for Foreign Affairs rose at)d In- - a-

careful and
defended the attitude of the Uovera- -

meat.
Next came Fralde, who. In one of

his.' rare and polished speeches,
touched with much reeling upon hi ,
personal grief at the news reported '

from Tersla, und made emphatic In- - .

dorgemeut of Loder's words.

Following Fralde came one or two
dlssenlleut Liberals, aud theu Sef- -

borouy-- Id'oK.j-l- rlo'-'-i- j tjie del.ate.
liis apeeeti was uiasierly uuil tlueut;
but though any disquietude he way
have felt wns well disguised under a
tyBf of rrajuiiuiug ease. (We attempt
to rebabilltat tils pusltlou already
weakened in wore than one direction
was a task beyoud bis streagth.
- Amid' extraordinary excitement the
division followeqV aud. with J'. 1

ilefeuf. -

It was not until half aa hoar after
the votes bad been taken'thut Lod.tr,
freed at lust from persistent cm-- .

grutulutiont, found opportimlty te
look for Kve. .la accordance with a.
promise made that morning, he waa'
to nnd her waiting outside the La-- .

dies' Gallery at the close of ta de-

bate. ,

Dlsengaglag himself from the grtuf)
of men who had surrouaded tad

hlia dowa the lobby, be
carded the lift and ran up the aar-ro-

staircase. Keachlng the landtag,
he west forward hurriedly ; then wlib
a certain abrupt iov8iut tie peu
li. Is the deerway leading to th

t

gallery. Kve ;we waltif i Jtitiko,
The place wm not brlgfctly llttf fl

and site tree eta4lH la the bak,w ;

but it nftoded oaly a gla)1' to aastani
bla necog-Hlt.' , He :.eiiM alaneMl

have see la tk dark tlx. t alykt, e

Vivid wee hi iarceirflo4is H taS
Wy tow nrde Iter, thea atwla k

Shi,. ta a oom4 glam hat xuil-iz- 4

imt lie e.vas waw Writfh-- t wi--

tears; aad It i witti a Ur
wfcMtiaa ka lial.er tfiMtiaadrii
tluat tk ba"r!4av a,a hl.

ahM. IM k4 tat e:i
a.i lMiasc,sie ii it

a'f. fl W.J rl MI rl 1A
ekntr U la CHcal.' b )
dMHiaarlaa tka Itmana; ' ini 'tm

Wjai kiai rka.raiiasl)' ft '. i? sVl
Mna tin latoaes a ve
IHtmm aM a.--- v.lorj; HI :'

kaae tt IW. VMA Mi:y t
m a. mm v kM ttea 4wr eoWHt

ttmm ta rf Clk .i.'ii.ltbit ta.'tel.t pa at:
bajaalw aad (aaeyiit lea.M

. t aaet ant),' r aoofl
ef lakii "

fltk eaali ti.et taiMi b
tAea baeM ej "Are ! V

egatd. lJeln a little. "I d.o't
tjavt wnt tlietiine Is. I. scarcely
kow whether It's Blgtit or day."

Oill bOJIng ofJer bands, tt
drew her dowa the suira; but as
they reached tOi last step ska re-

leased her lingers.
"In the carriage I" sue tsld, with

another little laugh si neryetit etp- -

p)aei. '
At tba foot cf the ittlrt fr.5 Ty-

suriounaed. Jt.a .:cta ficts LtJw
bareiy ktira- ctqivdoi bc;t ujd. fht
ln:ox.ci:tJB of ticiiecj'.at was e:Lt
lu the tlrr :hi issticet tira: a Beat
(uuf i-- d tnane. Itself t.t, a Ht
tfieb bn enterid opsa, ;ijvti:!
pbe4cai:y a Vk M&i. ''. ,1

to bt coaCiiast '

ride:-.-

ml. li vhole shattered
.; iv liN lll.iliulil.

r se his lips.
T. 'i i' fl shelf." be

v. nee.
A ;::;; n oi' r fell from ifhilcut.

ci:-- me cm nf tuce r:!ued.
:i i,e bad; with rinsed

i fir that tortured
;il'iv-ii- . lie lifted Ills

lids ;t; his c(irnp:iniin.
-- lliit.t! n In Hie." lie ahl, qtiicUly.
':ive it tin-- live ft lo me, Llnler.
!''!( I; ;i 'i.l e;i:i.' 'here's U glass
in tire i:;'di s i;,e whiskey aihl
w.n'er. Ti.i' iM. ills you
Kiiow--- '' In iiis new e.eiiement he
held oim liis J,

l'.iU l.odi ?i::ei! motionless. He
h:n to tLht, to demand, to

!:' nc.'d be for 'the one hour
Inr which he had lived the hour that
w:i-- in :il vt all labor, ;il endeavor,
all a'n' Willi il peislsi-er- -

e lo et.n).' icii.' m"i'e es.uy.
'bileo:i, y r: w.ite last nilit tt

lei,') ii:e Once :i;:iiii he paused,
el'.et b a new in; ion. S!t- -

lli ;i "!i.lo;e s:nit-- nut
si;r.b-u- ui ielt ha ol ill a rash
of - old

"I '.l llil oil I" he t ried, jsiltldellly,
"what are you talkinc uhout? LimU

at mi'! (let me the stuff. I tell you
it's inier:iii e." In his excitement
his biviilh failed und he eoityhed. At
the eito: t bit w lnle frame was
slinbO,,.

I.oiler walked to tlie (lreslng-tulde-

then back to Hie bed. A deep agltu-tio-

was nr worU in bis mind.
A::aln cbileote's lips parted. "Lo-

der," be wild, f;iintly "O'der, 1

niut l must have It. It's impera-
tive " Once more lie nttempted to
lift hime!f. but the effort was futile.

Al'.O, Loder turned away.
"Loder fer Cod's sake "

Vith n tierce the other
turned iu him. "Hood heaven's!
man ' l.e b. Then unuceoiint-abl-

h's ee rli.ii-e- i. The sugges-
tion H.at bad been luveriiMC in bU
ti i'l l -- ib't n and detitiHe shape.
"Ad rV-- !" 'u s.i t. in n lower oUv.
"Ml rl ..hi I S;;.y ;ts yon are."

lie d to where the empty
"aiiiMer x!,M,l ami hastily mixed the
v and water; the:i cioving to
;be ntamc! piece wb.cre lay the snnill

t i'.'c eeh:j,::,;nc the tightly
tabbedv, )ie paused nnd

u';im. e jee iiK'iv towards the bed.
"II i. r,a: vV be said, lnconleully.

i inicote lftd b:i head. U s face

o O
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